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View of the Ruffian Empire duting-the Reign of Catharine the 


Second, and to the Clofe of the prefent Century. By William 
Tooke, F. R.S. &c. 3 Vols, 8ve. tl. 45. Boards. Long- 


man. 1799+ . 


- MR. Tooke’s long refidence in Ruffia, and his literary 
induftry, eminently gualify him for a production of this kind ; 
and, though his manner is fometimes dry and prolix, the reader 
will find this. work ainufing and inftructive. 

. In an advertifement prefixed, the author eriumerates his 
chief fources of information; and an introduction difclofes the 
feries of travels, undertaken in recent times, with a view of 
afcertaining the topography, &c. of the Ruffian empire. 

The firft volume is divided into two books. - The firft book 
treats of the natural ftate of the empire, with regard to cli- 
mate, foil, mountains, forefts, waters, &c. The fecond ex- 
hibits'an hiftorical view of the numerous nations fubjeé& to the 
fovereigns of Ruffia: : : 

‘ It is fcarcely neceffary to fhew that the empire, from the vety 
nature of it, is capable of progreflively growing to a ‘greater, eveii 
to an -aftonifhing magnitude, without attempting new conquefts. It 
has already been attaining gradually to a high degree of power; 
particularly in modern times. Yet we are not to imagine (as fome 
people not well-verfed in hiftory are apt to do) that it was formerly 
a country abfolutely infignificant, or evert quite unknown. In 
very remote periods, long before Kafan, Aftrakhan, Siberia, &c. 
were conquered, Ruffia was remarkable both for its power and its 
magnitude. How often did it not then ftrike terror into the haughty 


_fovereigns of Conftantinople, even while fyrrounded with the mag- 


nificence of imperial] Greece? Moreover, thejPoles, the Swedes, the 
Hungarians, even thé far diftant French, had kiovian princeffes on» 
their thrones.~~Internal divifions among brethren of the reigning 
family afterwafds, indeed, weakened the empire, infomuch that it 
was. deluged by a powerful foreign nation. But. by its own inherent 


. vigour, without the aid of external fuccours, it fhook off the odious 


yoke, made extenfive.conquefts, and evinced to the world what it . 

was able to perform by its own power alone, Thus it rapidly grew 

into one of the greateft monarchies the univerfe had ever beheld, 

The coloffus only wanted a fkilful hand to fhape it into form! and 

this it firft found in Peter the Great, and afferwards in Catharine the 
Crit. Rev, Vor. XXVIII. O47; 1799. K. 
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Second.—True, it was the happinefs of that emperor, that the im- 
prudence; or rather the temerity, of Charles XII. contributed much 
to the rapidity of its advancement ; yet the confequences would 
have been lefs ftriking and brilliant, if the internal ftrength and 
greatnefs of the empire had not fo fignally concurred. Under the 
emprefs Anna, Rute, with all her fplendid victories, and. combined 
with Auftria, found ehough to do to put an honourable end to the 
Turkith war: an evident token, that a proper ufe was not made 
of the peculiar greatnefs and the important refources of the coun- 
try. Of all the powers confederated againft the king of Prufha in 
the feven years’ war, the power of Elizabeth preffed hardeft upon 
him : the confequences were not adequate to the expence, owing 
ta’the events and combinations that happened afterwards ; how- 
ever, the ftrength of Ruffia was not then entirely manifeft. It was 
difplayed during the war with the Turks in 1772, to fo high a de- 
gree, as to raife the admiration of the world. ‘Though the emprefs 
at that time maintained a body of troops in Poland, yet fhe ftified 
at.once an intefline commotion; and without foreign aid, by her 
own forces, gained repeated victories over the Turks, conquered 
provinces and fortrefies, appeared with fleets that. {pread .terror 


through regions to which the Ruffians. were fcarcely known by 


name, annibilated the formidable navy of her enemy, furrounded 
the whole numerous army of the Turks, performed wonders, and 
concluded a glorious peace, And what great atchievements were 
not done in the laft Turkifh war !—Ruffia, if her forces be pro- 
perly employ ed, without the aid of foreign alliance, is fully able to 
refift the attacks of any invader. Extenfive poffeffions, a brave 
people, excellent products, and confiderable revenues, render it in 
all refpeéts truly great.’ Vol. i. P. 18. 


Superficial readers are inclined to afcribe more glory to 
Peter the Great than hiftorical faéts warrant. As ear y as the 


time ot its deliverance from the ‘Tartars, Ruffia commenced a 


gradual courfe of improvement in ftrength and civilifation. If 
fome modern Vertot would publifh a hiftory of the revolutions 
of Ruffia, the fubje& would be found very interefting and in- 
flrudtive. 

In mentioning the fkeletons of elephants found in Siberia, 
-we are furprifed to find Mr. Tooke a flranger to the recent 
obfervations, publifhed at Paris, on the anatomy of certain 
animals whofe bones alone now exift.. If he had read that 
account, he would have feen fuficient proof. that the bones 
found in Siberia are not thofe of the elephant. — - 

The charming defcription of a diftrict of ,Taurida, by M, 


Pallas,we cannot forbear to tran{cribe. 


_ « One of the mildeft and moft fertile regions of the empire is. 
the beautiful femicircular and amphitheatral vale formed by the 
Tauridan mountains oh their fide along the fhores of the Euxine. 


Thefe vallies which are bleffed with the climate ‘of Anatolia and 


the Leffer Afia, where the winter is fcarcely fenfible, where the 
primrotes and fpring-faffron bloom in February and often in Ja- 
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nuary, and where the oak frequently retains its foliage the whole 
winter through, are, in regard to botany and rural ceconomy, the 
nobleft tra& in Taurida and perhaps in the whole extent of the 
empire.” Here every where thrive and flourifh in open air the ever- 


verdant laurel, the oil-tree, the fig, the lotus, the pomegranate, and 


the celtis, which perhaps are the remains of Grecian cultivation ; 
with the mannaebearing afh, the turpentine-tree, the tan-bark-tree, 
the ftrawberry-tree from Afia Minor, and many others. This laft 
particularly covers the fteepeft cliffs of the fore, and beautifies 
them in winter by its perpetual foliage and the red rind of its thick 
ftem. In thefe happy vales the forefts confift of fruit-trees of every 
kind, or rather the foreft is only a large orchard left entirely to itfelf. 
On the fhores of the fea the caper-bufhes propagate themfelves 
{pontaneoufly ; without the affiftance of art the wild or-planted 
vine-ftems climb the loftieft trees, and, twining with flowery 
creepers, form feftoons and hedges. The cantraft of the orchards 
and the rich verdure with the beautiful wildnefs which the adjacent 
mountains and rocks prefent, which in fome’places rife among the 
clouds, and in others are fallen in ruins; the natural fountains and 


cafcades that agreeably prefent their-rufhing waters ; laftly, the near 


view of the fea, where the fight is loft in the unbounded profpeé : 


‘all thefe beauties together form fo picturefque and delightful a 
- whole, that even the enraptured mufe of the poet or the painter 


would be unable to conceive. any thing more;charming. The 
fimple manner of life of the good-humoured highland Tartars who 
inhabit thefe paradifaical vales ; their turf-covered cottages, fome 
hewn in the rock on the mountain’s fide, others placed amidft the 
luxuriant foliage of the furrounding orchards; the roving flocks of 
goats and fheep clinging to the declivities of the folitary rock ;* the 
found of the paftoral flute, re-echoing its plaintive tones among the 
hills—every thing here renews the image of the golden age, its in- 


“nocence and fimplicity ; every thing contributes to cherifh the pro- 
‘penfity to an artlefs, retired, and rural life, and we for a fecond time 


gain .a fondnefs for the abode of mortals, which the horrors of war, 


the fordid purfuit of wealth in great cities, and the luxury which 


fills the train of all the focial vices, render fo foon intolerable to the 
fincere votaries of wifdom. sch : 

- “ In thefe inchanting vallies, to'the benefit of the empire, which 
no where, in its whole extent, poffeffes fo fine a climate, might the 
ufeful produéts of Afia Minor, and of the fouthern parts of Europe, 
be made indigenous. The fuperior kinds of fruits may be produced 
here without trouble, and are for the moft part fo alreadyn The 
beft kinds of olive and iig-trees may be cultivated here; and even 
the fefamum plant never decays. Orange, lemon, and citron -trees, 
and particularly the cedrat, the maft excellent fpecies of ‘them, 
would bear the winter extremely well with a little care.. The vine 
Would be conftantly improving; if but a judicious feleftion were 


. made of the ftems for planting, if greater attention were paid to the 


various effects of the foil and fituation of the vineyards, and if more 
-* Ka 
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care were -had in working the muft and keeping the wine. For the 


ufe of the apothecaries and manufacturers a number of excellent 
remedies and dyes might be produced, which are at prefent brought 
from the ifles of the Archipelago, from Greece, from Afia Minor, 
and Perfia; feveral of them. are now feen there growing wild. 
Likewife many hard and ufeful kinds of wood, efpecially coloured, 
fit for inla‘d work, might here be propagated: perhaps in fome 
tracts even the fugar-cane would thrive. 

“ On the whole, the botanical riches of the mountainous part of 
the peninfula of Taurida are fo great and wemarkable, that the 
number of thofe plants alone, which are no where elfe to be found 
in the Ruflian empire, amounts to feveral hundreds, among which 
is a Confiderable variety of fpecies entirely new.” Vol. i. P. 34- 


In fome parts of his geography Mr. Tooke fhows himfelf 
a ‘ftranger to the accuracy introduced by D’Anville, Goffelin, 
and others, which reftriéts the ancient ‘knowledge within its 
real boundaries. Thus’in fpeaking, p. 137, of the Ural moun- 
tains, he errs in-confidering them-as the Riphzan chain of an- 
tiquity. The ancients knew no more of the Ural. mountains 
than of thofe in the moon: their Riphzan chain ran from 
eaft to weft: the Uralian chain is from north to fouth. In 


the differtation on the Scythians, p- 203, it is inferred that the 


fuppofed Riphzan chain is the foreft of Volkanfki, the ancients 
often confounding forefts with mountains. 

Our author gravely informs us that the old Livonians {poke 
the Runic language. There never was a Runic language— 
we night as well ipeak of the Cufic language. If Mr. Tooke 
means the Gothic, he is certainly in an error. 

In {peaking of the Cafpian Sea, he offers the following cu- 
rious obfervations. 


* Perhaps the true reafon of this fea remaining equally full, is to 


‘be fought in the quality of its bottom; which confifis, not of a 


thick fime, but of a fhell- land, the particles whereof touching but 
in few points, it is confequently very porous. Of. the fame fub- 
{tance the whole fhore is likewife formed. Layer upon layer it 
lies 3 fathoms deep. This indeed lets the freth water through, but 
it becomes immediately falt again ‘by -the’ falt water prefling on it. 
Throygh this fand then the water is filtered, and falls into. the 
abyfs beneath in the fame aenaty as it flows into the fea.’ Vol. i, 
P.- 239. 


Salmon, herrings, and iene, are the chief fith of the 


Gafpian : its fowls are forks, perms, Sitterns, {poon- -bills, red 


geele, red.ducks, &e. » 
In paffing to the fecond book; cancerning the various nations 


of the Ruflan empinegetve muft exprefs our regret that. the 


author has beea’fo tedious in difcuffion. A table or the various 
races and tribes: woukd, have anfwered the purpofe far better ; 
and a few remarks on ftriking characteriftics, and fingulat 
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manners, would have fufficed fora popular work. An idea 
of fuch a table we have endeavoured to give in the lift an- 


nexed to this article. 
The increafing greatnefs of Ruffia ought more juftly to 


_ alarm Europe than. the fugitive conqueits of the French, 


whofe petulance and liceutioufnefs have always alienated the 
hearts of their new fybjects. Mr. Gibbon has expreffed his 
opinion, that, if Europe be again deftined to be plunged into 


military barbarifm,this degradation can be Stree by Rufta 


only. ; 
' © According to an authentic eftimate, publithed in 1796, by 


major Oppermatin, the acquifitions made during the reign of Ca- 
tharine IT, are thus given ; 


Square verfts, Inhabitants of 
’ poth fexes. 


At the firft partition of Poland in 1773 - 76,558 1,226,966 





From the Porte in the years 1774 and 1 783 113,1C0 171,610 
From the Porte ih the yearI7grI - = +. 23,053 42,708 
At the fecond partition of Poland, 1793 - 202,383 3,745,003 
By the fubjection of Courland +e! 96,295 387,922 
At the third partition of Poland, 1795 - 94,645. 1,407,403 

Vol..i, P. 327, Total . 526,012 6,982,271 


Mr. Tooke’s defcription of our allies may intereft our 
readers. 


‘ The native Ruffians are of different ftature; fome are very 
tall, but few niuch below the ufual height; feveral of them are re- 
markably ftrong-limbed, in general they are lean, but well built. 
Thofe deformities which in other parts of Europe are moftly owing: 
to the refinements of luxury introduced into education, are here but 
rarely teen: their mouth and eyes are fmall, the lips thin, the teeth 
even and beautiful, the nofe, as every where, various, in general 
not large nor very aquiline; the forehead frequently low, and their 
afpect rather grave; the beard is ftrong and bufhy, ‘their ‘hair 
lank, brown, flaxen, or red, feldom or never entirely black: in fiz che 
and hearing they are uncommonly acute: the organs of feeling, 
{mell, and tafte, are hardened, like ail the reft of their body, by the 
rudenefs of climate, and their manner of life. They are moitiy 
of a fanguine. choleric temperament, and vice verfa, with a greater 
or lefs mixture of the melancholic, feldom of the phlegmati¢, Tilt 
{eldomer merely melancholic or phlegmatic: in gait and action 
they are brifk, lively, and AGILE. 

“The “complexion of the females. is “brunette, with a foe fkip ; 
many of then ~extremely ‘handfome. » As not any reftraint is put 
upon their growth, their breafts aud. feet are large ; ; the former far 


nore -fall than thofe of the ‘Tartar omen. . Girls generally arrive 


eaily at maturity, numbers in their 12th or 13th year; but many 
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of them lofe all their beauty, after being married but a couple of 
years. The frequent ufe of the hot-bath promotes an early de- 


-velopement, and as early a decay; and the hideous practice of 


inting {peils the fkin. As the women, among the lower ftations 
in general, are kept on harder fare, and more accuftomed to work 
than the girls, they are alfo more negligent of their perfons. — 

* The general difpofition-of the people is gay, carelefs even to 
Jevity, much addiéted to fenfuality, quick in comprehending what- 
ever is propofed, and not lefs.prompt in its execution ; ingenious in 
finding out means of abridging their work ; in all their occupations 
ready, alert, and dexterous. Violent in their paflions, they eafily 
miftake the golden mean, and not untrequently rufh into the con- 


“trary extreme. They are attentive, refolute, bold, and enterprifing. 


To trade and barter they have an irrefiftible impulfe. They are 
hofpitable and liberal, frequently to their own impoverifhment. 
Anxious folicitudes about the future here caufe but few grey pates, 
In their intercourfe with others, they are friendly, jovial, complai+ 
fant, very ready td oblige, not envious, flandérous, or cenforious, 
and much given to fecrecy. From their natural and fimple way of 
life, their wants are few, and thofe eafily fatisfied, leaving them lei- 
fure for recreations and repofe; and the conftant cheerfulnefs. of 
their temper frees them from troublefome projects, procures them 
fatisfaction in all fituations, keeps them healthy and ftrong, and 
brings them to an undifquieted, contented, brifk, fometimes a very 
advanced old age.’ Vof. i. P. 332. 





‘ In fuperftitious notions.and praétices the Ruffians are as little 
deficient as their neighbours. Many of them, as well as among us, 
believe in ghofts, apparitions, and hobgoblins, and are ‘not fond of 
inhabiting the houfes of near relations deceafed; whence it happens 
that many houfes are left to fall in ruins, or pafs into foreign hands 
at a very cheap rate. A houfe too, whofe owner fell into poverty, 
or was otherwife unfortunate, will not readily find a purchafer, be- 
caufe it has ejected its mafter. On the Thurfday hefore Whitfun- 
tide the girls celebrate the feftival of the Slavonian goddefs Lada and 
her fon Dida, with finging, dancing, and decofating a birch-buth 
with garlands of ribbons ; which they afterwards throw with great 
folemnity into a river, and learn, from the figures the ribbons.af- 
fume in the current, who they fliall wed, and what their fates fhall 
be in marriage. “On the sth of January they go by night into a 
crofs-ftreet or into a cellar, whichis called, To go hearing; and fancy 
they hear, in every found, the prediétion of their deftiny. The 
day after Chriftmas is folemnized by the midwives, becaufe the 
Virgin Mary’s midwife had a great hand in the redemption of the 
world. In Perme, and other places, they believe that fome witches, 
by their incantations, have the power of depriving the female fex 
of their right to become mothers, but that others can preferve it in- 
violably to them; therefore brides always apply to the latter, As 
wives are fometines flighted by their hufbands on that a¢eount, 
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paramours find their advantage in this conceit. . But to reckon up 
all the fuperftitious fancies of this nature would be both endlefs and 
unprofitable. Their domovois are our fairies, and’ their vodovois 


our water-goblins or wizards of the ftream.’ Vol. i. p. 386. 


The dry detail of nations, tribes, and languages, would not 
enliven our pages; but the following extract. may be recom- 


mended by its novelty and curiofity. 


* One of tne moft semarkable nations in the Finnifa hiftory are 
the Permians; or, as they are called in the Icelandic Reports, Biar- 
mians, who are denominated by the Ruflians, Permiaki, and whofe 
prefent homefteads are in the governments of Perme and Viztka, 
and in the northern diftri€ts of the river Oby. It fhould feem thar 


the Scandinavian navigators in the middle ages gave the name of 


Biarmia to the whole country between the White Sea and’ the Ural. 
The Permians on the Dvina were difcovered in the ninth century 
by Other of Halgoland, a province at the extremity of Norway, and 
afterwards entered into the fervice of Alfred the Great, who drew 
up an account of this voyage in thé Anglo-Saxon language. ' The 
Icelandic reports are full of thefe people. | 

* According to thefe reports the Permiians on the White Sea and 
the parts about the Dvina were the mcft wealthy, the moft power- 
ful, and moft remarkable of all the northern Finns, Here the carved 
image of the god Yummala had its far-famed temple, the defcription 
of ‘the magnificence whereof borders on the anarvellous, and has 
been evidently drawn up by a rude but warm imagination, . Ac- 
cording to thefe defcriptions the temple was very artfully built of 
coftly wood, and fo richly ornamented with gold and precious 


_ ftones, that it threw a radiance round the whole circumjacent coun- 


- 


try. The image of the god had on a golden crown fet with twelve 
precious ftones; a necklace, which in value amounted to 300 marks 
in gold, and a drefs which outweighed: the lading of three of the 
richeft fhips that navigated the Grecian fea. Laftly, the figure 
bore on its knees a golden chalice of fuch capacity, that four meu 
might quench their thirft from its contents, and this vefel was filled 
with the fame valuable metal of which its mafs confifted.—The re- 
port of thefe extraordinary riches it was that tempted the northern 
freebooters to make armed expeditions ‘to thefe diftant parts and to 
quarrel with the natives; it was confidered too as an honourable 


atchievement and an heroic adventure to have brought att fome 


fpoil from this temple. From Halgoland expeditions vbate made 
thither every ‘year ; even: feveral Norw egian kings went «.n preda- 
tory excurfions to Permia, and ufually ‘returned with rich boaty. 
We alfo find that Scandinavian mariners vifited this country for the 


- purpofes of trade alone, and without any piratical views. 


Suppofing thefe fabulous defcriptions of the magnificence of 
Yummala’s temple, and the great wealth of the country to be nor 
entirely deftitute ofall foundation, as we may with great probability, 


dt then metits inquiry in what manner the Permian Finns accumu 
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lated fo much gold, and how their country became the mart of 3 
great and lucrative commerce. In very remote ages the Permians 
were already famous for their trade with the Perfians and Indians. 
Phefe nations brought their commodities over the Cafpian, up the 
Volga and the Kama, to Tfcherdyn, a trading town of antient date 
on the river Kolva; and the Permigns tran{ported thefe goods, as 
well-as their own products, along the Petfchora to the Frozen Ocean, 
where they bartered them with the people of thofe parts againft furs - 
for their oriental trade.—-The ruins of antient towns ftill bear wit- 
nef to the floyrifhing condition and the civilization of this people. 
¢ By the hiftorical traces ftill fubfitting, we perceive then that the 
Permians were the only race of the Finns who were a polifhed and 
commercial people and known to other nations, while the reft of 
their kindred tribes lay dormant in thé deepeft barbarifm.—The 
reports likewife fpeak of kings and a fort of: political conftitution 
iin Biarmeland. Many of thefe kings, if indeed their exiftence. were, 
hiftorically afcertained, feem to have been, not natives, hut Scandi 
navian corfairs, as their names alfo intimate. Thefe at various times 
fubdued as well the Finns as the Permians, and afterwards remained 


in thefe’ countries. 


¢ With the year 1217, the expeditions of the Norwegians ta 
Permia ceafe; at an earlier period, however, and probably in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries, the republic of Novgorod made 
itfelf mafter of this country, fending thither Ruffian colonies to 
keep the inhabitants in fubjection. About the year +372 the 
Chriftian faith was propagated in Permia by bifhop Stephen. At 
the clofe of this, or the opening of the following century, a difpute 
arofe about the poffeflion of this country between the city of Nov- 
gorod and the grand-duke Vaflilly Dmitrievitch, which at length 
was terminated by a compromife, in which it. was agreed that the 
Novgorodians fhiould renounce all claim to it. The Permians now 
maiatained for a length of time the liberty of chufing their rulers 
from their own body, Tzar Ivan, in 1543, gave them the firft 
viceroy, to whom the chief of the inhabitants were to aét in a fub- 
ordinate capacity in. the affairs of government, and who had his 
feat firft at Kolmogor, and afterwards at Archangel,—At prefent 
the whole of antient Biarmia, the borders whereof cannot now be 
accurately defined, is divided into feveral governments; and the 
defcendants of the Permians, heretofore fo famous, numerous, and 
powerful, are dwindled away to an infignificant remainder, who, 
amidft thyrough Ruffians, have loft almoft all their national charac- 
terifties, r,/e0 to their very language.’ Vol. i. Pp. 527.. 


‘The account of the propagation of Chriftianity, in Livonia, 
&c. by means of the fword, is philofophical and intérefting. 
Mr. Tooke mentions that a myffery, or facred drama, was 
acted at Riga, in 1204, with a view of converting the pagans— 
a fingular incident in dramatic hiftory. ' ban 8s 


(Zo be continyed.) 
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LINNZAN TABLE 
Of the Nations and Languages in Europe and Afia. 


«*4 The following table is drawn up with great care, from the 
oft authentic and récent writers ; and it gives, in a {mall compafs, 
the produce of confiderable labour. It is almoft unneceflary to 
ftate, that the nations in Africa and America have not yet been fo 
fully known, or fo accurately clafled, as to admit precife divi~ 

= fons. Some obfcurities alfo remaining with regard to the Malays, 
and Affatic iflanders, they are here omitted: and another ordo or 
two may exift in Afia. 


EUROPE, 


PRIMEVAL INHABITANTS. 








, ORDO. GENUS. | SPECIES, 
- ‘CELTS Irith Erfe,Manks. 
Welch ; Cornith. 
Armorican 
_ \ Jt. FINS Finlanders Permians or Biarmians. 
(Chief God Yummalu). | Efthonians Livonians. 
' Laplanders * Votiacs and Ghermiff¢s. 

Hungarians Voguls and Oftiacs. 


COLONIES FROM ASIA, 


Ill. SCYTHIANS or| Icelanders, Norwegians 








GOTHS Swedes, Danes 
(Odin). Germans Swifs, Frific. 
' {Englith. Flemith, Dutch 4. 
IV. SARMATS  or|Poles- Heruli. 
SLAVONS. Ruflians Vendi tf. 
| (Perun), _ {Koffacs Lettes, 
COLONY FROM AFRICA. | Cantabrian or Bafque. 





-* A diminutive race, refembling the Samoieds of Afia, but fpeaking a Fin- 
nith diale&. 

+ The inhabitants of France, Italy, and Spain, fpeak corrupted Roman; which, 
with the Greek, are polithed dialects of the Gothic, according to fir W. Jones, 

and other able antiquarics. . 

t Speaking mixed and iiperfea dialeéts of the Slavonic. 
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ASIA. 


All primeval, except two or three from America, 


: ORDO. GENUS. SPECIES. 
‘ ‘ 
¥. ASSYRIANS. Affyrians Chaldee. 
- -* Arabians © Hebrew, &c. 
Egyptians 
Il. SCYTHIANS Perfians | * 


Scythians intra eé extra} Armenians? 
Imaum, &e. 
; 


> 


Ill. SARMATS Medes | Georgians. 
Parthians Circaffians. 

SERES % Northern and 

ai ; INDI ; me ee: Southern, &6. 








V. SINE Chinefe + 
} Fapanefe 


Barbarig nations from north to fouth, and according to degrees of 








barbarifm. 
VI. SAMOIEDS Oftiacs, Yurals, &c. 
VII. YUKAGIRS Yakuts, 
Vi. KORTACS Techuks or Tebuktehi, t 
IX. KAMCHADALS | Kurillians. | § 
X. MANDSHURS on;, (Ruling people in 
TUNGUSES oe ee China.) 
XI. MONGULS Kalmucs Soongars. 
Tonguts. 
-, Burats, Se. 
XII, TATARS or | Turks Nogays. 
HUNS || Khafars ' Bafhkirs. 
Uzes Kirgoufes or Kaizaks, 
Siberians as Teleuts. 





* The Parfi and Zend are cognate with the Gothic, Greek, Latin, according 
to fir W. Jones. Indian differt. vol. i. p. 206. The Ped/avi is Affyrian or 


Chaldaic. Id. 187, 188.-206. 
+ Thefe have a Tataric form and face: they are probably highly civilifed 


Tatars. 
} From the oppofite coat of ‘América. Tooke’s Ruflia. 


5 Thefe refemhle the Japanefe. 
| After the deftruétion of Attila’s fwarms, and the effeéts of unfortunate i ine 


oads, the Huns became fubpjeé to the Monguls, who, under Genghiz-Kkan, 
Timur, &c. conflituted the fupreme nation-in Afia, * ; 
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Poems and Plays, By Mrs. Weft. 2 Vols. 12mo. 10s. Boards. 
Longman and Rees. 1799. 
IN the preface to her dramatic productions, Mrs. Welt 
expofes the degraded ftate of the Englifh ftage : the fays, 


‘ The charge of bombaft, pageantry, and unnatural inconfifteat 
horrors, has been proved againft tragedy ; and comedy labours un- 
der the ftrong cenfure of confufed plot, exagyerated character, and 
buffoonery. The legends of the nurfery may allowably entertain 
as an after-piece ; but that in the metropolis of the Britifh empire, 
an intelligent audience fhould, at this refined period, derive their 
whole evening’s amufement from exhibitions which, on perufal, a 
tolerably well-informed child would think contemptible, is a fac 
which muft ftrongly excite the indignant feelings of thofe who re- 
collect the former honours of our ftage, or ever perufe the.{plendid 


- gemainé of our native bards.’ Vol. i. p. vii. 


The German plays which have become fo popular, fhe 
treats with greater leverity, as * pernicious in tendency and 
conte:nptible in compofition.” Mrs. Weft calls the productions 
of Schiller, Goethe, and Kotzebue, contemptible in compo- 


* fition ! 


_ The plays in thefe volumes are two, a tragedy and a come- 
dy, both of which, we learn from the preface, were offefed for 
reprefentation and rejected. Few readers, we believe, will 
think unfavourably of them on that account. Of Adela, the 
waged, the foliowing i is an analytis: 

ord Conway has been injured by his kinfman the earl of 
Pembroke. He has retired from court in difguft, and refided 
for many years at Conway. His daughter ‘Adela has been 
from her childhood betrothed to earl Mordaunt, the friend of 
Theodore her brother. The opening fcene gives the charac- 
ters of thefe perfons, and alfo that of the hero of the drama. 


‘ Gertrude. (A great fhout,) That fhout proclaims the 
tournament is ended: 
And now the chiefs, who emuloufly heove 
To gain from Adela the radiant prize 
Due to fucceisful valour, muft fubmit 
Their lofty hopes, and own a rival’s triumph. 
My father, ever welcome! fay, who conquer’d? . 


* Enter Ofbert (as from the Lifts. ) 


© Ofeert. Thy withes aie fulfill’d. Young Albert’ sarm 
Has baffled oppolition. Truft_me, Gertrude, 
This graceful firanger is no humble youth, 
Sprung from obfcure original, the founder 
Of his own fortunes, and to farue ankaowa. 
‘ 
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The tale he tells belies his*innate greatnefs : 


“Some titled houfe to him intrufts the honours 


Drawn from a line of noble anceftry, 
Himfelf the nobleft ; nor have yonder lifts 
Witnefs’d his firlt great enterprize in arms. 
* Gertrude. Did not lord Mordaunt with regret refign 
The prize he deem’d his own ? 
§ Ofeert. The haughty earl, 


_ At the commencement of the tourney, foil’d 


All who oppos’d him. Round the lifts he rode ; 

With threat’ning gefture and infulting voice 

He dar’d the braveft knight upon the plain | 

To meet in martial fport. Vex’d at the taunt, |e 

Young Albert graceful rofe: an ardent bluth 

Flam’d on his cheek ; he flung his gauntlet down, 

And cried, “ I come, renowned earl, to prove 

Thy dreaded prowefs. Ye affembled peers, 

Decide between us, and decree the prize. 

The heart that beats with virtuous emulation 

Difdains malevolence.” 
‘ Gertrude. There {poke the hero 

Magnanimous and brave, But fay, what further 

Chanc’d between him and Mordaunt? 3 i 
© Ofeert. Inly griev’d 


“At the brave challenge, the proud earl refys’d 


To hold contention with an unknown youth, 

Dubious of charaéter, of rank obfcure. 

Our mafter’s foul was mov’d; with generous warmth 

He own’d th’ infulted Albert for’ his gueft, 

Whole fkilful arm had fav'd his only fon, , | | 


Heir to his houfe— 


¢ Gertrude. And ftranger to his virtues. ) | 
‘ Ofeert. Thus all evafion vain, Mordaunt prepar 'd ¥) 

To meet his foe; who, foon accoutred, {prang 

On his proud fteed, and fpurn’d him to the charge. 

Ere& he fate—no goodlier knight e’er fhone 

In tilting field or feat of chivalry. 

Now graceful round the lifts with courfe oblique 

The warriors flew, now in fierce conflié& clos’d 

Contended ftern. At length the haughty earl 

Seem’d fainting ; by his heavy helm o’erpower’d, 

His head dropp'd lifelefs ; whilft his fiery horfe 

Reftive difdain’d his burthen. At that moment 

Brave Albert leap’d on earth, and kind fuftain’d him, 

Till his attendant train with powerful drugs * “ 


Recall’d' his wand’ring fenfes. 


6 Gertrude. Righteous Heaven £ 
Thus didtt thou humble arrogance! 
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_ © Ohat. - My Child, 

His fharpeft pang is yet untold. J mark’d him 
When the grave judges rifing all proclaim’d 
Albert's fuccefs, and led him to the throne 
Where, beaming beauty, innocence, and grace, 
‘Thy miftrefs fmiling fate. I faw the earl, » - 

mF hen when around thé kneeling youth the tied 
. The fcarf of fnowy hue, on which her hands 

_ Had form’d the-purple amaranth and the rofe, 
Heaven fhone in her {weet vifage; in her lover's, 
The hell of envy, jealoufy, and rage, 

Was equally apparent. 
P * Gertrude. O-my father ! 
. Why. cannot Theodore, our matfter’s fon, 
_ Imbibe the virtues of his brave preferver ? 
Why does he curfe the arm that fav’d his life 
_ From bands of outlaw'd apurd’rers? | 

* Ofert. ; Would to heav’n 
Some f{pertive elf-had chang’d the flumb’ring babe 
Unfeen, and on the ftock.of Conway grafted 
A baftard fcion!... With what honeft zeal 
Would we eradicate the {fpurious branch 
That fhades the fruit of fair nobility, 

And blatts with poifonous growth the bleoming hopes 
Of lovely Adela, the.grace, the flower 
Of this illuftrious ftem ! 

* Gertrude. And mutt it be? 
Muft a ftern brother, tyrannous in temper, 
And cold of heart, ¢ontroul a fifter’s love ? 

Do none of all the gallant youths who languifh 

To gain her charms deferve her, but earl Mordaupst ? 
Muft he be Adela’s efpoufed lord ? 

She fam’d; for gentle virtues; he renown/d 

For vices by his ftation made apparent, 

And long hereditary hononrs ftain'd 

By his ignoble deeds, And can lord Conway, 

‘The happy father of the angel fair, 

Still doom her all relu€tant to the arms 

Of this detefted man? bs 1s 

© Ofbert. '  Sway’drby his fon, 

He fees not half his faults,; .yet.his great heart 
Is juft to Albert's worth.’ Vol. i, pst. 


Theodore: and Mordatnt vow revenge on Albert: Bere 
trand"the friend of Albert, feeks him in difguite, and-informs 
him of the death of his father, that earl of Pembroke againtt 
whore lord Conway | jas ndurifhed a long and. deep refent- 


ment. Albert avows his rank to Adela, and receives her pro- 
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teftations of love. . He is feifed by Theodore as a fpy of Pem- 
broke, and, after declaring his name to Conway, is fafely and 
honourably fuffered to depart. Albert ftill lingers about the 
caftle ; but, by the perfuafion of Bertrand, he chan-es dreffes 
with him, Theodore meets Bertrand, and, deceived by the 
drefs, attempts to kill him, but is himfelf flain, Albert is ap- 
prehended as the murderer, and Mordaunt advifes Conway to 
put him immediately .to death. Failing ‘in this point, he re- 
folves to have Bertrand affaffinated: but here alfo he fails, ~ 
and, when the truth is difcovered, he carries away Adela. Al- 
bert purfues, refcues her, kills Mordaunt, and is himfelf mor- 
tally wounded. , 

Such is the ftory of this tragedy, a work pure in fentiment 
and free from bombaft, but bearing the death-warrant of me- 
diocrity, the poetical crime for which there is no redemption, 
The comedy, except the trite difcovery of a loft child, is with- 
out the common faults of comedy, but it is alfo deftitute of 
great merit. | ; 

The poems confift of elegies, fonnets, and mifcellaneous 
pieces. Of the elegies we were moft pleafed with the fifth: 
the fimile in the firit ftanza-is very happy. 


“ON A YOUNG LADY; WHO DIED SOON AFTER: HER MAR-= 
. RIAGE. ; 


© Admir’d and loft, juft welcom’d and deplor’d, 
Cam’ft thou, fair nymph, to wake delight and grief; 
_ Like Lapland fummers, with each beauty ftor’d, 
Traniient like them, and exquifitely brief? 


¢ Pale are thy coral lips, and clos’d thine eyes, 
Expreffion fleeps, and harmony is mute ; 

The {poiler Death on each fine feature lies, 
Like ‘blaftjng cankers on the choiceft fruit. 


* I took thy hand; it met my prafp no more 
With kindly warmth ; inanimate it fell; 

I wept; but fympathy’s mild reign is o’er, 
Nor can that icy breaft.refponfive fwell. 


¢ To deck her tomb appropriate emblems find, | 
White rofes blighted, with their buds embofs’d, 
The frail acacia broken by the wind, 
And myrtles fhrivel’d by protracted froft. 


« There wedded love, with torch revers’d, fhould ftand, 
And gazeupon the ruin death has made ; | 

‘While weeping virtues weave the cyprefs band, 
And foothe with dirges the repofing fhade. 
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€ There, whilft diffolving to its parent duft, 
The eye reverts from what it once ador’d, 
Till the archangel fummoning the'juft 
- Shall call the fleeper to attend her Lord. 


‘ The lark fhall o’er her chaunt his matin hyma, 
And houfehold red-breaft woo his fpeckled mate ; 
The glow-worm too fhall there at evening trim 
His elfin taper in fepulchral ftate. 


¢ With love unchang’d through many a varying year, 
At ftated feafons, friendfhip fhall return 
Fo plant freth pofies round the honour’d bier, 
To weed the thiftle that o’erltangs the urn. 


¢ We rife progreffively, we bloom and fade, 
And having detk’d it occupy the grave ; 

Soon by the mourn’d the mourner fhait be laid, 
And afk the tribute fhe to others gave. 


¢ Vain in our pleafures, vainer in our cares, 
Bound on the wheel of time we rife and fall; 
« Yet prefent wrong Eternity repairs, 
The mighty emprefs and the judge of all.’ Vol. i. pv. 19. 


Of the fonnets we find none worthy of fele&ion. This 
fpecies of compofition is very common, but not very eafy. 
One of the moit interefting poems is the Epiftle to Lauray 
from which we will extract the following lines > 


‘ I live at home, and only afk 
More leifure for life’s active tafk. 
My numbers are impeded oft 
By peeping in the apple loft. 
A chicken by. the kite is taken ; 
The felon rats defpoil the bacon ; 
The blackbirds on the cherries feize ;- 
The pigs have rooted up the peas ; 
Away the unfinifh’d ode is thrown, 
And Clio yields to country Joan; 
For, tho’ in houfewifery no pattern, 
I {corn the name of rhyming flattern. 

‘ My gardeu isa little fpot, 
No temple, hermitage, or grot ; 
Devoted to fome fylvan power, _ 
‘I with’d but for Nerina’s bower. 
No coftly flower within it blows, 
Yet there the violet and rofe, 
And fnow-drop, daughter of the foil, 
Flourith without my care or toil. 

‘ I teach my boys to read and fpell, 
The lads recéive their leffons well. 
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My eldeft, diftant far from me,’ 
Has launch’d on life’s: tempeftuous fea j 
And (far from my in{pection) beats 
The harveft of my early cares. 
A mother’s aétivé fancy forms 
Quickfands, and énemies, and ftorms ; 
And feats, amidft each threaten’d ill, 
The youthful pilot’s want of {kill, 
May on fome rock, perceiv’d too late, 
Strand the rich veffel’s precious freight ; 
Then, as I view my younger charge, 
Whofe perils with their years enlarge, 
I meditate the fafeft road 
To fortune’s idoliz’d abode ; 

' And yet I know ’tis wife and juft 
In ruling Providence to truft. © 
To him who-will the good defend, 
My innocents I recommend.’ Vol. ii. pe 198. 


An ode on poetry terminates the volume. The ode requires 
more powers than Mrs. Weft poffeffes. On the whole, thefe 
volumes are creditable to the authorels, as they difcover, if not 
. the genius that creates beauty, the good fenfe that avoids faults. 





Afratic Refearches. (Continued from Vol. XXVI, New. Art. 
p- 70/6 


H AVING examined the late prefident’s fyftem * refpect« 
ing the various races which inhabit the different parts of this 
globe, we now turn to another fubje&t which engaged his at- 
tention—the advantages which might refult from the concurs 
rent efforts of the fociety in Afia. . The advantages are thofe 
derived from theadditional knowledge acquired of hiftory, of 


philofophy and art. 
The firft advantage, and no inconfiderable one, is the fups 


port which thefe difquifitions. have afforded to the Mofaic ac- 


counts of the primitive world. It is of confequence to reli- 


gion, and it is of importance to {cience, fince, by adding to our” 


confidence in thefe early records, it gives to hiftory a funda-« 
mental fupport which it would otherwife have wanted. 


¢ That no Hindu nation, but the Cafhmirians, have left us.re« 


gular hiftories in their ancient language, we muff ever lament; but _ 


from the Sanfcrit literature, which our country has the honour of 
having unveiled, we may {till collect fome rays of hiftorical truth, 


though time, and a feries of revolutions, have obfeured that light 





ey \ * See our RX1Vth Vol. New Arr. p: 267. 
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‘which we might reafonably have expected from fo diligent and in- 


genious a people. The numerous puranas and itihafas, or poems 
mythological and heroic, are completely in our power; and from 
them we may recover fome disfigured but valuable pictures of an- 
cient manners and governments; while the popular tales of the 
Hindus, in profe and in verfe, contain fragments of hiftory ; and 
even in their dramas we may find as many real charaéers.and 
events as a future age might find in our own plays, if all hiftories 
of England were, like thofe of India, to be irrecoverably loft; for 
example, a moft beautiful poem by Somadeva,,comprifing a very 
long chain of inftruétive and agreeable ftories, begins with the famed 
revolution at Pataliputra, by the murder of king Nanda with. his 
eight fons, and the ufurpation of Chandragupta ; and. the fame re- 
volution. is the fubje& of a tragedy in Sanf{crit, entitled the core- 
nation of Chandra, tle abbreviated name of that able and adven- 
turous ufurper. From. thefe once concealed, but now acceffible 
compofitions, we are enabled to exhibit.a more accurate ketch of 
old Indian hiftory than the world has yet feen, efpecially with the 
aid of well-attefted obfervations on the places of the colures. ]t is 
now clearly proved, that the firft Purana contains.an account of the 
deluge, between which and the Mohammedan conquefts the hif- 
tory of genuine Hindu government muft of courfe be compre- 
hended ; but we know from an arrangement of the feafons in the 
aftronomical work of Parafara, that the war of. the Pandavas could 
not have happened earlier than the clofe.of the twelfth century be- 
fore Chrift ; and Seleucus muft, therefore, have reigned about nine 
centuries after that war, Now the age of Vicramaditya is given ; 
and, if we can fix on an Indian prince contemporary with Se- 
leucus, we fhall have three given points in the line of time between 
Rama, or the firft Indian culony, and Chandrabija, the laft Hindu 
monarch, who reigned in Behar; fo that only eight hundred ora 
thoufand years will- remain almoft wholly dark; and they muft 
have been employed in raifing empires or ftates, in framing laws, 
improving languages and arts, and in obferving the apparent.mo- 


. tions of the celeftial bodies.’ 


So flight is the chafm that remains in the records of th 


_ world—a chafm which, perhaps, may be in part filled ! The 


afhiftant fciences, geography, aftronomy, and chronology, have 
been cultivated in the eaft; and accounts of thefe have been 
given by different members of the fociety. “The advantages 
derived from the labours of the fociety, in the hiftory of ani- 
mals, vegetables, and minerals, the hiftory of the human mind, 
and of various fciences, are noticed in their order. 

Paffing to the eleventh difcourfe, which relates to the phi- 
lofophy of the Afiatics, we obferve that ‘this is dividéd “into 
hve kinds—medicine, metaphyfics and logic, ethics and jus 

Crit. Rev. Vor. XXVII. Of. 1799. 
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rifprudence, natural philofophy and mathematics, and the 
religion of nature. On medicine there are few works; but 
detached parts of different fyftems relate to this fcience. In 
eneral, however, the Hindoos had made a very flight pro- 
Réteitey in it. In: metaphyfics and logic, their acquifitions 
were vety confiderable. The Hindoo philofophers feem to 
have afforded the foundation of what Pythagoras taught in 
Ttaly, and Zeno in Greece. We may here obferve, that, in 
an Indian treatife, mention is made of a fyltem of logic, 
communicated By the Brahmins to Callifthenes, which the 
writer fuppofes to have been the origin of the Ariftotelian 
method. Another Indian fyftem fupports a modern doétrine, - 
that the qualities of matter are illufory, exifting only in our 
own’ perceptions ; a doctrine which fir William Jones does 
not confider as fhocking or abfurd. 
Ethics, though capable of {cientific. arrangement, fcarcely 
require-it, as the doctrines are few and clear. Thefe have 
been, in the eaft, ufually inculcated in fhort comprehenfive 
fentences, fixing themfelves on the mind by fome point or 
quaintnefs of expreffion. The fages of Greece have exhorted 
individuals to do to others what they would wifh others ta do 
to them: Confucius, and the moralifts of the eaft, have even 
taught their difciples to do good to thofe who perfecute them. 
On the fubje& of the eaftern jurifprudence, fir William Jones 
refers to the introduction of his Indian Pandeéts. 

A part of the philofophy of Newton, and the whole of his 
theology, may, it is faid, be found in the Veda and even in 
the works of the Sutis. His zther, or at leaft an equally fub- 
tile fluid, poffeffing the fame fuppofed properties, applicable 
to the explication of the fame phzenomena, is mentioned in the 
works of the Hindoos, under the appellation ofa fifth element. 
They were’ acquainted with the doctrines of attraction and 

ravitation, ahd aware of the extenfive influence of the former. 
Their ‘mathematical knowledge was alfo confiderable ; and, 
from the whole of their fcience, they concluded that an all- 
creating, an all-preferving {pirit, infinitely wife, good, and 
spoons reigned fupreme. Such are the concluding obferva- 
tions of the late very refpeCtable prefident: they are the proper 
conclufion of a life devoted, among other purfuits, to the culti- 
vation. of thofe fciences which contribute to illuftrate revealed 
religion, and to eftablifh the fupremacy of the divine nature. 

¢ Ii, On three. Natural Productions of Sumatra, by John 
Macdonald, Efg.’ 

Camphor is the firft of thefe fubflances.. The oil and the 
concrete proceed from the fame tree ; but the affertion of Mac- 
quer, that nitrous acid diffolves camphor, and renders it oily 
and pellucid, does not contribute to the explanation of the 
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change from the fluid to- the: oppofite ftate. Our author de- 
{cribes the manner of copes ing and preparing the camphor ; 
and we are forry to find, that ‘he thinks the jolid oil likely to 
become fcarce The fluid will probably fupply its place ; or 
art may produce the requifite change. —The fecond commu- 
nication relates to the coral of Sumatra, which our author is 
inclined to refer to the vegetable fyftem ;-and it contains fome 
account of the rapid increafe' of the coral iflands. The fre- 
quent occurrence’ of thefe in the Indian feas, and their peculiar 
nature, we noticed in our review ‘of captain Cook’s third 
voyage.’ To trarifport a mafs of coral to the road of Madras, 
to form an ifland and a harbour, for the protection of thipping, 
is a fublime idea ; but the prefident, in his note, feems to ap- 
prehend that a dangerous reef of coral, rather than an ifland, 
might be the confequence.—The copper of Sumatra is the 
fubje&t of the third communication ; and fome arguments are 
adduced to encourage the Eait-India company to work the 
copper mines of that ifland. - | 

* III, On the Plant Morinda and its Ufes. By William 
Hunter, Efq.? —’ 3 | 

This is the morinda citrifolia of Linnzus. Defcriptions of 
the plant, and of the: procefs’for dyeing; in which it is ufed, 
are given at length. The colour which it imparts is a deep 
red, - valuable rathier for its durability than its beauty. ‘With 
fteel, this is changed to a purple or chocolate colour, 

‘TV. On the Inhabitants of the Hills near Rajamahall. By 
Lieutenant Thomas Shaw.’ : 

This account is drawn up with fimplicity and propriety. 
The manners of ‘the inhabitants of ‘thefe hills are fimple, and 
their morality is fecured by the ideas of immediate’ retribution 
from the vengeance of the divine being, fimilar in nature to 
the offence. They acknowledge one God ; but various fu- 
perftitions are mingled with their religious fyftem, 

‘Their arts are only thofe of neceflity, and they are feemingly 
low in the fcale of dexterity or addrefs. Their government is 
a mutual contraét for proteétion and obedience ; and their 
chief is only the -* primus inter pares.’ Their villages are 
conneéted into affociations called-tuppahs; but the chief of 
each has very little authority, except in his own village. In 
their wars, on the hills, they are ufually merciful; in the 


plains, they are cruel; but the chaftity of the women is 


fcarcely ever violated. They have a great regard for truth, 

and are, in general, pe gran humane. When the Eaft- 

India company was firft conneGied with them, it was to re+ 

prefs their incurfions in the plains, to which they had been 

excited either by defign or in confequence of fome milunder- 

ftanding. By the fucceffive anor of captains Brooke and 
2 
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Browne, and of Mr. Cleveland, they are now civilifed and 


. fubje& to the company. 
: V. Additional Remarks on the Spikenard of the Ancients. 


By the Prefident.’ 

The prefident’s remarks on the {pikenard of the ancients 
were publifhed in the fecond volume of the Refearches, and 
the prefent Appendix is occafioned by Dr..Blane’s paper on 
the fame fubjeét in the Philofophica Tranfa@ions, . In this 
effay, is a ary rien defence of his former opinion, fhowing 
that the ancient {pikenard was truly a valerian. 

‘ VI. On the ‘Drench, or Indian Buceros, By Lieutenant 
Charles, White.’ , 

The Indian buceros, or hora bill: is minutely deferibed: 
The bill of this: bird, like that of the _toucan, is di{proportion- 
ately large, and is,furnifhed with a horn, which, from its fitus 
ation, cannot be.a. weapon of offence. It is remarkable that 
the natural and, moft nutritious food ; of this. bird is, the nux 
vomica. When the {eed (for it is not.a nut) is, ripe, this bu- 
ceros is very fat;,and the fat is ufed in contractions and old 
chronic pains. It may derive fome virtue frony the bird, oF 
from its food; but,,as many ftimulants are added to the oint- 
ment, we eros not how much of the virtue is to be attributed 
to the bafis. 

‘ VII. On the Iflands Nancowry and Comarty. By Lieu- 
tenant R. H, Colebrooke,’ - 

The iflands:of Nancowry and Comarty are nearly im the 
centre of the Nicobars. ‘The inhabitants. are honeft, and 
peaceable though brave. They feem to be a Malay race, and 
not the aborigines. Our prefent author does not ad materially 
to what M. Fontana has told us, except in defc ribing a cere- 
mony annually performed in honour of <he dead. It confifts, 
like other ceremomjes among uncivilifed races, of a feaft, 
terminated by inebriation ; but, about fun-fet, a woman digs 
up the fkull of the perfon laft buried; and, after. cleaning 
it with milk of cocoa-nuts and an infufion of faftron, fhe 
again commits it to the earth, wrapped up in a piece of new 
cloth. : 

© VIII. On the Loris, or flowpaced Lemur., By the Pre- 
fident.” 

_ This pleafing defeription of an uncommon animal deferves 
attention. The account of its manners being new, we will 
extract it. é 


¢ In his manners he was for the moft part gentle, except in‘ the 
cold feafon, when his tetnpery feemed wholly changed; and his 
creator, who made him fo fenfible of cold, to which he munft often 
have been expofed even in his native forefts, gave him, probably 
for that reafon his thick fur, which we rarely fee on avimals in 
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thefe tropical climates: to me, who nat only conftantly fed him, 
but bathed him twice a week in water: accommodated to the fea- 
fons, and whom he clearly diftinguifhed from others, he was at all 
times grateful; but, when ‘I difturbed him ii winter, he was ufually 
indignant, and feemed to reproach me withthe uneafinefs which he 
felt, though no poffible precautions had been omitted to keep. him 
in a proper degree of warmth. At all times he was pleafed with 
being ftroked on the head and throat, and frequently fuffered me to 
touch his very fharp teeth ; but at all times his temper was quick, 
and, when he was unfeafonably difturbed, he expreffed a little re- 
fentment by an obfcure murmur, like that of a fquirrel, or a greater 
degree of difpleafure by a peevifh cry, efpecially in winter, when 
he was often as fierce on being much importuned, as any beaft of 
the woods. From half an hour after funrife to half an hour before 
funfet, he flept without intermiffion, rolled up like a hedge-hog ; 
and as foon as he awoke, he began to prepare himfelf for the fa- 
bours of his approaching day, licking and drefling himfelf like a 
cat; an operation, which the flexibility of his neck and limbs ena- 
bled him to perform very compleatly : he was then ready for a 
flight breakfaft, after which he commonly took a fhort nap; but, 
when the fun was quite fet, he recovered all his vivacity. His or- 
dinary food was the fweet fruit of his country; plantains always, 
and mangos during the feafon; but he refufed peaches, and was 
not fond of mulberries, or even of guaiavas: milk he lapped ea- 
gerly, but was contented with plain water. In general he was nat 
voracious, but never appeared fatiated with gralshoppers ; and paffed — 
the whole night, while the hot feafon lafted, in prowling for them : 

when a grafshopper, or any infeét, alighted within his reach, his 
eyes, which he fixed on his prey, glowed with uncommon fire ; and, 
having drawn himfelf back to fpring on it with greater force, he 


- feized the victim with both his forepaws, but held it in one of 


them, while he devoured it. For other purpofes, and fometimes 
even for that of holding his food, he ufed all his paws indifferently 
as hands, and frequently grafped with one of them the higher part 
of his ample cage, while his three others were feverally engaged at 
the bottom of it; but the pofture, of which he feemed fondeft, 
was to cling with ‘all four of them to the ypper wires, his body 
being inverted; and in the evening he ufually ftood erect for many 
minutes playing on the wires with his fingers and rapidly moving 
his body from fide to fide, as if he had found the utility of exer 
cife in his unnatural ftate of confinement. A. little before day- 


break, when my early hours gave me frequent opportunities of ob- 


ferving hiyn,-he feemed to folicit my attention; and if I prefented 
my finger to him, he licked or nibBled it with great gentlenefs, but 
eagerly took fruit when I offered it ; though he feldom ate much at, 
his morning repaft: when the day brought back his right, his eyes 
let their luftre and ftrength, and he compofed himfelf for a flumber 
gf ten or eleven hours’ ; 
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‘ FX. Aftronomical Obfervations made in the upper Part 
of Hinduftan, and ov a Journey thence to Oujein. By Wil- 
liam Hunter, Eig.’ 

This paper is incapable of abridgement or analyfis. It is, 
however, of confide: able importance, fince, by piccnaaiing 


longitude of Ujjayini or Ujjein, the firft meridian of the Hin- 
doos, the fituation of various places celebrated in the moft an- 
cient Indian writings may be known. Thus the feven dwipas, 
which are now known to be feven great peninfulas, may be dif- 
covered. The peninfula of Salmana, for inftance, is fixed by 
the prefident at Siam. 

‘ X. Queftions and Remarks on the Aftronomy of the 
Hindus. By John Playfair, A, M.’ 

Thefe queftions difplay an accurate knowledge of the fub- 
ject, directing the attention of the fociety, with propriety, to 
the moft important defiderata. Some of thefe are noticed by 
the prefident, in the following article ; and they will, we hope, 
ftimulate the aftronomers and geometricians of the fociety to 
the moft a¢tive exertions. 

« XI. On the Philofophy of the Afiatics. By the Pre- 
fident.’ ‘ 

‘ XII. A Difcourfe delivered at a Meeting of the Afiatic 
Socicty. By Sir John Shore, Bart,’ 7 

Thefe articles we have already noticed ; the former in the 
prefeut article, the latter in our review of the works of fir 
William Jones. 

_ © XIil. A Treatife on the Barometer. By Francis Bal- 
four, Eig.’ | 

This author’s treatife on the fevers of India, and on the fol-- 
lunar influence, which apparently regulates their periods, has 
been long in our hands. The prefent effay is defigned to fhow 
that the barometrical variations are connected with thefe pe- 
riods, 

By examining the barometer day and night during one lu- 
nation, Dr. Balfour found the mercury fall between eleven 
at night and fix in the morning. The periodical feptenary 
chan es in the barometer are ftill doubtful. During the luna~ 
tion obferved by our author, there was no perceptible variation 


‘in the height of the mercury at the fprings and neaps. From 


the whole of this feries of faéts, it is evident that the moon 
cannot produce thefe changes, and equally fo that they are not 
connected with heat. They feem, however, to be connected 
with the ftate of uncombined ele&tricity in the air, and ma 
probably bear fome relation t@ the varying heights of the at- 
mofphere, to which a late author, in the Exeter Effays, has 
attributed them. 

__* XIV. On the Duties of a Faithful Hindu Widow. By 
Henry Colebrooke, Efg.’ . 








Afiatic Refearches. 143 


_As fome late European compilers, in defcribing the religious 
or legendary doctrines of the Hindoos, have not been fuffi~. 
ciently attentive to the authority or authenticity of the works 
from which their accounts are drawn, Mr. Colebrooke pro- 
pofes that the different cuftoms fhould be more faithfully i-. 
luftrated. He has chofen the ceremony of a widow’s burning 
on the pile of her hufband, which he has from authentic works 
placed.in a new light. The widow appears to haye rufhed 
upon the pile after it was lighted: fome other duties of a faith- 
ful widow, ¢ for every one may not burn,’ are added. 

¢ XV. On the Traces of the Hindu Language and Litera- 


ture, extant amongft the Malays. By William Marfden, Efq.’ 


This effay contains fome curious inftaiices of the propaga- 
tion of the Sanfcrit, fince Mr. Marfden traces it in different 
words of Malayan, a language which is diffufed to an amazing 
extent. The Sanfcrit is not, however, the parent of the Ma- 


_ layan; but the words of the former are intermixed with the 
Jatter, probably in confequence of fome connection anterior to 


the Mohammedan conqueft. The earlieft Malayan .authors 
ow alfo a confiderable knowledge of Hindoo literature, 

‘ XVI. A Catalogue of Indian Plants, comprehending their 
San{crit, and as many of their Linnzan generic Names as could’ 
_ any Degree of Precifion be afcertained. By the Jate Pre- 

ent,’ 

This lift does not admit abridgement. 

‘ XVII. Botanical Obfervations on feleét Indian Plants, 
By the late Prefident.’ 

This paper is interefting and entertaining; but it cannot 
conveniently be abridged. Seventy-eight fpecies are particu- 
larly defcribed in the effay. | 

‘ XVIII. A Defcription of the Cuttub Minar, By Enfign 


~ 


* James T. Blunt.’ 


~ The Cuttub minar is a conical building, two hundred and 


forty-two feet and fix inches in height. Its bafe is a polygon of 


twenty-feven fides. Jt is fituated near Dehli. Cuttub Shak, 
who built it, died in 1210; and his tomb is ftill to be fecn 
ear it. 
. ¢ XIX. Aftronomical Obfervations made on a Voyage to 
the Andaman and Nicobar Iflands. By Lieut. R. H. Cole. 
brooke.’ 

‘XX. Aftronomical Obfervationsmade on a Survey through | 
the Carnatic and Myfore Country. By Lieutenant R. Hi. 


~ Colebrooke.’ 


‘ XXE. Table of Latitudes,and Longitudes of fome princi- 
pal Places in India, determined from Aftronomical Obferya- 
tions. By Mr. Reuben Burrow.’ : 

Thefe obfervations admit "0 analyfis. 
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“XXII. Of fome Extraordinary Faéts, Cuftoms, and Prac- 
tices of the Hindus. cn the Prefident.’ 


© Ofvall ftudies, fays lord ‘Teignmouth, that of the human 
minkis of the greateft importance ; and, whether we trace it 
in its perfection or debafement, we learn to avoid error, or ob- 
tain models for improvement, or examples for imitation.’ ‘To 
add to our knowledge of this moft valuable of hiftories, the 
prefident collects fome remarkable cultoms. The firft is * to 
fit-down in dherna.’ The inviolability of the brahmin, and the 
danger incurred from even indireétly injuring him, render him 
an unpleafant creditor or petitioner. On emergencies, ‘ he fits 
down in dherna’ at the door, forbidding the occupant of the. 
houfe to eat, and profeffing his intention not to eat for the fame 
time. In.this cafe he, or the perfon.at whofe door he fits, muft 
die; but-either event would be equally fatal to the latter, fo 
that the brahmin ufually obtains his fuit. The ‘ erection of a 
koor’ is another cruel practice. It confifts in forming a circu- 
lar pile of wood, on which a cow, or an old woman, ts burned, 
if a requeit fhould not be granted, or a demand not conceded. 
If a woman thould fuffer, a great degree of guilt is fuppofed to 
fal] on the inexorable perfon, and, of courfe, he feldom continues 
fo, This cuftom is, however, confined to one or two provinces. 
lnitances are alfo mentioned, where, on any difappointment or 
vexation, an innocent perfon is facrificed, fometimes with his 
own confent, that his ghoft may avenge the real or fuppofed 
injury. A race of Hindoos, called Rajekoomars, were, it feems, 
for ages in the habit of facrificing their female children, to 
avoid the expenfe of their marriages. The race was kept up 
by the importation of wives from their neighbours. They 
were, with fome difficulty, induced to abandon this cuftom. 
In many parts of India, the people believed in forcery, and 
many forcerers were executed, ‘The method of afcertaining 
the guilt is mentioned ; and it is not unlike fome of our trials 
for. the fame purpofe. Among other proofs of forcery, the 
circumftance of feeing the witches dance naked by night, with 
broomfticks tied to their waifts, is mentioned. 

‘XXIII. Defcription of the Yak of Tartary, called Soora- 
Goy, or the Buthy-Tailed Bull of Tibet. By Lieutenant Sa- 
muel Turner.’ , " 

This animal is covered with long hair, and delights in the 
colder mountains of Thibet. It looks heavy and dull, but is 
very ferce on the approach of ftrangers. It is never employed 
in agriculture, but is very ufeful as a beaft of burthen;*and 
caps and jackets are made of its fkin. . The tails of thefe.balls 
are objeéts of luxury. and parade, under the denomination of 
chowries ; and their milk affords exc: lleat butter, 


as ; 
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¢ XXIV. A Defcription of the Jonefia. By Doétor Rox- 
burgh.’ 

This new genus is ebnfectated to the menjory of the late 
refpectable prefident ; and, from his recommendation, the tri- 
vial name is ‘ afoca,’ the Sanfcrit appellation. It is the ruffuk 
of the Bengalefe. 

‘*XXV. Aftronomical Obfervations. By William Hunter, 
Efa. 

tire cannot conveniently abridge this paper. 

‘XXXVI. A Differtation on Semiramis, the Origin of Mec- 
ca, &c. From the Hindu Sacred Books. By Lieutenant Fran- 
cis Wilford.’ ad 

Lieutenant Wilford we colleéted various legends from the 
Puranas, in which he finds apparently the foundation of the 


Grecian fables refpeCting Semiramis and Ninus, as well as of . 


what is faid, by ancient. authors, with regard to the building 
of Nineveh, Hicrapolis, and Mecca. It is curious to obferve 
the origin of thefe fables, and it_reflects fome credit on Grecian 
ingenuity, to have rendered thefe narratives more pleafing as 
well as more probable. 

‘KX XVII. On the Andaman [flands. By Lieutenant R. H. 
Colebrooke.’ 

This particular defcription of the Andaman iflands is cu- 
rious, but not very important. The inhabitants are in the 
loweft ftate of civilifation, fcarcely fuperior to the brutes. 
They are certainly negroes, fuppofed to have been thip- 
wrecked on this coaft, and their abhorrence of the reft of man- 
kind is attributed to fome remaining tradition of the injuries 
which their anccftors fuffered by being deprived of their li- 
berty. The defcription of the inhabitants we will feleC. 


¢ Their colour is of the darkeft hue, their ftature in general {mall, 
and their aipect uncouth, Their limbs are ill formed and flender, 
their bellies prominent, and, like the Africans, they have woo! lly 


heads, thick lips, and flat nofes, They go quite naked, the women, 


wearing only at times a kind of taffel, or fringe, round the middle ; 
which is intended merely for ornament, as they do not betray any 
bafhfulnefs when feen without. The men are cunning, crafty, and 
revengeful; and frequently exprets their averfion to ftrangers, in a 
loud and threatening tone of voice, exhibiting various figns of de- 
fiance, and exprefling their contempt by the moft indecent geftures. 
At other times they appear quiet and docile, with the moft infidious 
intent, ° They will affect to enter into a friendly conference, when 
after receiving with a fhow of humility whatever. articles may be 
prefented to them, they fet up a fhout, and difcharge their arrows 
at the donors. On the appearance of a’ veffel or boat, they fre- 
quently lie in ambufh among the trees, and fend one of their gang, 
who is generally the oldeft among them, to the water’s edge, to en- 
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deavour by friendly figns to allure the ftrangers on fhore. Should 
the crew venture to land without arms, they inftantly ruth out from 
their lurking places, and attack them, In thefe fkirmifhes they 
difplay much refolution, and will fometimes plunge into the water 
to feize the boat; and they have been known even to difcharge their 
arrows while in the act of fwimming, Their mode of life is de- 
rading to human nature, and, like brutes, their whole time is fpent 
in fearch of food, They have yet made no attempts to cultivate 
their lands, but live entirely upon what they can pick up, or kill, . 
In the morning they rub their fkins with mud, or wallow in it like 
buffaloes, to prevent the annoyance of infects, and daub their woolly 
heads with red ochréy or cinnabar, “Thus attired, they walk forth 
to their different occupations. The women bear the greateft part of 
the drudgery in collecting food, repairing to the reefs at the recefs 
of the tide, to pick up fhell-fith, while the men are hunting. in the * 
woods, or wading in the water to fhoot fifth with their bows and ar- 
rows. ‘They are very dexterous at this extraordinary mode of fith- 
ing, which they pra¢tife alfo at night, by the light of atorch, In 
their excurfions through the woods, a wild hog fometimes rewards 
their toil, and affords them a more ample repaft. They broil their 
meat or fifth over a kind of grid, made of bamboos; but ufe no falt, 
or any other feafoning. , 
‘ The Andamaners. difplay at times much colloquial vivacity, 
and are fond of finging and dancing; in which amufements the 
women equally participate. Their language is rather fmooth than 
guttural; and their melodies are in the nature of recitative and cho- 
rus, not unpleafing. In dancing they may be faid to have im- 
proved on the ftrange republican dance afferted by Voltaire to have 


‘been exhibited in England : * Ou, dangant a la ronde, chacun 


donne des coups de pied. a fon voifin, et en regoit autant.” The , 
Andamaners likewife dance in a ring, each alternately kicking and 


. flapping his own breech, ad libitum. Their falutation is per- 


formed by lifting upa leg, and fmacking with their hand the lower 
part of the thigh.’ 


‘ XXVIII. On Barren Ifland, and its Volcano. By Lieu- 
tenant R. H. Colebrooke.’ 

This ifland, about fifteen leagues to the eaft of the An- 
daman ifles, is fuppofed, jou without fufficient reafon, 
to be wholly volcanic. Mr. Colebrooke, from confidering 
the ground-plot of the ifland, fufpedts that volcanos are more 
frequent in the moon than attronomers have thought, fince 
many appearances on her difk refemble what this ifland would 


appear to a lunar inhabitant. 
¢ X XIX. Extraét from a Diary of a Journey over the 


_ Great Defert, from Aleppo to Baffora, in April 1782.’ 


The ruins mentioned in this paper are about forty miles to 
the left of Palmyra, and about fifty from the Euphrates, on 
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the other fide. The flyle of their architecture is in general 
eaftern, without any very characteriftic features. 

¢ XXX. Profopis Aculeata Keenig, Tihamie of the Hin- 
dus in the Northern Circars. By Doctor Roxburgh.’ 
This tree is named jn compliance with Keenig, though the 


antheral glands bring it nearer to the genus adenanthera. 


¢ XXXI. Some Account of the Cave in the Ifland of Ele- 
phanta.- By J. Goldingham, Efq.’ j 
' The cave of Elephanta has been often defcribed, but feldom 


fo clearly and judicioufly as in the prefent paper. The author 


deems it an Indian cavern, facred to Siva, the deftroyer. Mr. 
Carnac, by whom this paper was communicated, is of a dif- 
ferent opinion, and rather leans to the fyftem which we for- 
merly adopted. We will tranfcribe the arguments in {upport 
of the latter. 


* I have had from Mr, Goldingham (one of the honourable com- 
pany’s aftronomers at Fort Saint George, a perfon of much inge- 
huity, and who applies himfelf to the ftudy of antiquities) fome 
drawings taken from the cave on the ifland ef Elephanta. They 
are the moft accurate of any I have feen, and accompanied with a 
corre&t defcription. This gentleman argues ably in favour of its 
having been an Hindu temple; yet I cannot affent to his opinion, 
The immenfe excavations cut out of the folid rock at the Elephanta, 
and other caves of the like nature on the ifland of Salfette, appear 
to me operations of too great labour to: have been executed by the 
hands of fo feeble and effeminate a race as the aborigines of India 


have generally been held to be, and ftill continue: and the few 


figures that yet remain entire, reprefent perfons totally diftin@ in 
exterior from the prefent Hindus, being of a gigantic fize, having 
large prominent faces, and bearing fome refemblance to the Abyf- 


finians, who inhabit the country on the weft fide of the Red Sea, 


oppofite to Arabia. There is no tradition of thefe caves having 
been frequented by the Hindus as places of worfhip; and at this 
period no poojah is performed at any of them; and they are 
fcarcely ever vifited by the natives. I recolleé particularly, that 
Ragonath Row, when at Bombay, did not at all hold them in any 
degree of veneration,’ 


‘ XXXII. An Account of the prefent State of Delhi. By 
Lieutenant W. Franklin.’ 

Alas, how changed, how fallen! yet the city is ftill re. 
fpectable. Our author and his companion were kindly re- 
ceived by Shah Aulum, five years after he had been deprived 
of fight. 


‘XXXII. Botanical Obfervations on the Spikenard of the 


Ancients. By William Roxburgh, M.D.’ 
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Dr. Roxburgh mentions a fpecies of valerian as the true 


f{pikenard of the ancients. 
‘The fifth volume of this work having reached England, we . 


.will take an early opportunity of reviewing it. 
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A Treatife on Mortal Difeafes ; containing a particular View 
of the different Ways in which they lead to Death, and the 

_ beft Means of preventing them, by Medical Treatment, from 
proving Fatal: Tranfiated from the Latin, correéted, im- 

proved, and confiderably enlarged, by the Author, Conrad 
George Ontyd, M. D. ss gs. Boards. Johnfon. 1798. 


In this work, the author’s profeffed objets are to exa- 
mine the different modes in which difeafes, however they 
may differ in their nature and appearance, produce death, and 
to inveftigate the beft methods of preventing this termination 
by medical treatment. Perhaps, however, ‘Dr. Ontyd might 
have employed more accurate language, had he extended his 
views more generally to the caufes of death—for many of 
thefe produce no difeafe, but extinguifh at once the vital prin- 
ciple. The firft ftep in the inquiry. is to afcertain in what 
life confifts; and our author obferves, with propriety, that 
during life ¢ the primary conftitutive parts of the animal body 
are prevented by it from entering into thofe combinations to | 
which they are incited by the univerfal law of attraétion, as — 
well as by the ipecial law of chemical affinity.” When he. 
proceeds a ftep farther, we cannot fo eafily coincide with him ; 
for the principle, by which living bodies refift the laws that 
influence dead matter, he fuppofes to be organifation, and life 
itfelf to be. fupported by ftimuli. Neither pofition can be 
ftrictly true; for no known or fuppofed organifation can re- 
fift the laws of nature ; nor is the organifation, in the com- 
mon fenfe of the word, deftroyed, when the vapour of charcoal, 


- for inftance, deftroys life. It may indeed be alleged, that, by 


his pofition, Dr. Ontyd might mean an organifation fuited to 

the combination or the paflage of an active fluid which can — 
permeate the whole, as in a conductor of eletricity, or a mag- 
netic needle, ‘This, however, is inadmiffible ; for a drop of 
a concentrated effential oil in the ftomach, an atom of fome 
poifons applied to a wounded furface, or a breath of highly 
mephitic vapour, will deftroy lite, though thefe caufes a& only 
on one portion of the body, without a poffibility of deftroying 
organifation. If life depends on this principle, it muft, how- 
ever, be in. the way mentioned, viz. admitting the paffage of 
fome fubtile fluid, whofe activity, as a whole, depends on the. 
fyee communication of every part; but, in that cafe, organi. 
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fation is a diftant object, and our, views muft be confined to 
this fuperadded principle, which qur author wifhes.to avoid, 
We have been more particular in examining this point,.as it 
has been employed in a dangerous way, though we do not 
perceive that Dr. Ontyd is aware of all its confequences. 
That life is fupported only by ftimuli, is a pofition {eemingly 
better founded. It is the corner-ftone of the Brunonian doc- 
trine, and is clofely connected with the fyftem of materialifm 
implied by the former. Some ‘dift@tion, however, is ne- 
ceffary. hat we are indebted for our exiftence to ftimuk 
is fo Ai true, that if we are not fed, and, when in too low a 
temperature, warmed, we fhall die. If the wateh be not wound 
up, it will ftop. ‘This appears to be the full meaning of the 
tenets of Dr. Brown ; but we may obferve, that thefe ftimuli 
muft aét on fomething different from body ; for, if a brick 
be drenched with water, it will foon become dry; "if it be 
warmed, it: will again cool. The principle, on which thefe 
ftimuli a&, is independent of body, and not obedient to its 
laws. It continues to act, when the ftimulus is removed ; will 
become. dormant, and again fpontaneoufly revive; as after 
fleep, fyncope, or a longer ftate of infentibility, commonly 
called’a trance. '“Dr..OQntyd contends, that difeafes are the re- - 


, ation of the fyftem ; but a mere material body re-acts only in 


proportion to the aétion; and where is the proportion between 
violent convulfions, and the irritation of a worm in the intef- 


\ tine; between tétanus, ahd the irritation of a toe-nai! ? This at 


leaft is an inconfiftency ; but ‘the laf doctrine is only in part 
true, particularly fo in fevers, [s paralyfis the re-action of the 
fyftem againft an offending’ caufe in the brain, or a fyncope 
againft the volatile odour of a‘rofe? ) 

When Dr. Ontyd proceeds to fome of the more effential 
parts of his work, we agree better ; .and he properly tells us, 


. that it is requifite, for the extinction of the vital powers, either 


‘that the vital principle be abolifhed as it were by a fingle 
fhock, or that the attack fhould be»made on thofe fun&tions, 
without which life cannot be fuftained, even in the loweft de 
gree. This view of the fubjec is‘comprehenfive and correé, 
and it naturally leads to the diftinétion of Van Geuns, © 


© Dr. Van Geuns having reduced all the remote caufes of death 
to three principles, mechanifm, combination, and powers; this opi- 
nion he attempts to prove verbatim in the following manner :— 
“In the firft place, the folids, in the fame manner as the fluids, in 
as much as they are objects of chymiftry and phyfic, that is as to 

eir juft Combination, and union of principles, may be fo altered 
and corrupted, that for this fole reafon they become ufelefs to life. 
Or the folids, inafmuch as they are objeé&ts of anatomy, that is as 
to their ftructure, connexion, and mechanifm, may be fo vitiated, 
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and impeded, that they may become entirely unable to perform the 
common funétions of the economy, and, therefore, bring on death. 
Or, in the third place, even the vital power of the parts, without any 
remarkable vitiation either of their combination, or ftructure, may 
be fo atfected, as either direétly to be deftroyed, or to prepare for 
itfelf, as it were, deftruction by violence and irregularity of motion.’ 
rp. 18. 


Dr. Ontyd feemingly rejects this fyftem, becaufe it fuppofes 
a principle fuper-added to the foli’s and fluids; yet we think 
each divifion corre. Of the firft, the {curvy is an inftance, 
which, though originating in a weaknefs of the folids, proves 
fatal from a depravation of the fluids. Of the fecond, the in- 
ftances aré tumors compreffing the heart. or larger arteries; 
exoftotes, or other ipechaaieel caufes of compreflion of the 
brain ; and, of the third, the oils, mephitic vapours, &c. 

The fecond part relates to the difeafes which bring on. death; 
by the deftru€tion of the vital principle. Thefe are old age, 
paffiuns, too great or too little heat, electricity, various gales, 
animal and vegetable poifons, febrile difeafes, and repelled gout 
or rheumatiim. 

The gradual! progrefs to old age is explained from mmcréafing 
rigidity and infenfibility, till the machine no longer obeys the 
uiual flimuli; from the fatal effe&ts of joy, confequent on an 
accumulation of blood in the head; of anger-from accumula- 
tion in the lungs; of ferror, which Dr. Ontyd:confiders asa 
depreffing pafhion, from accumulations in all the;internal or- 
gans, and the confequent burfting of fome weaker veffel, The 
cauie of death, from abundance. or defe& of caloric, is not 
eafily afcertained. Sudden death from either is uncommon. In 
thefe cafes, our author has too much neglected the confidera- 
tion of the vital principle. - 

Electricity, as a caufe of death, appears, from the experi- 
ments of Van Marum, to. arife from the extinétion of the prin- 
ciple juft mentioned. Oxygen gas, by increafing the circu- 
lation and refpiration, induces. filbacatiods, The various gafes 
which prove fatal from want of oxygen, produce death ‘from 
a different caufe, viz. fullnefs of the lungs, but perhaps operate 
on the vital principle, by not affording a proper f{timulus to the 
different veffels. ‘Vitriolic and other acid airs, oxygenated 
muriatic and carbonic acid gas, are fuppofed to at from a pe- 
culiar flimulus, but they feemingly affe& the vital principle, 
and extinguifh its activity. 

In that part of his work which treats of the effects of poi- 
fons, Dr. Ontyd begins with confidering thofe of the animal 
kingdom. The effects of the poifon of the viper are fuppofed, 
by Fontana, to ariie from the extin@tion of irritability ; but 
our author attributes them to a violent ftimulus, imagining 
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that the fanguiferous veffels, in their turn, re-aét, and that the 
poifon does not operate before it has reached the heart and 
arteries. The quicknefs of the effe&t, and the moft falutary 
remedies (volatile alkali, and eau de lys) decidedly oppofe Dr. 
Ontyd’s fyftem, and fupport that of Fontana. he furia in- 


fernalis, which deftroys cattle, probably aéts by the violence 


of its inflammation, ending in fuppuration. The poifon ofa 
mad animal is fuppofed to act on the nerves, by producing 
convulfions, and to kill from the violence of thet No part 
of the diforder, however, feems to come on before the po:fon 
has reached the — fyftem ; and the fecondary pain 
is excited by its paflage through the abforbents, This is nearly 
our author’s opinion, but not perfpicuoufly explained. Pro- 
feffor Richmon, of Bonn, has found that the root of the deadly 
nightfhade not only prevents the difeafe, but cures it in its 


early ftages. Cantharides, Dr. Ontyd thinks, never enter the 


fanguineous fyftem, but act wholly on the ftomach, with 
which the bladder fympathifes. ‘This dodtrine, however, is 
ill-founded. 

The vegetable poifons are divided into narcotics, acrid nar- 

cotics, and acrids, Dr. Ontyd, under the firit head, confiders 
opium, and lauro-cerafus; under the fecond, atropa belladona, 
and cicuta aquatica ; under the third, aconitum napellus, and 
cenanthe fittulofa. Opium he contiders ‘as a violent ftimulant. 
The antidote to laurel water, he fays, ‘is the ammonia prepa- 
rata. To the others’ho unufual antidotes are affigned. The 
mineral poifons mentioned are arfenic and corrofive fubli- 
mate. This part is rendered interefting by many new facts, 
and often by judicious remarks. 
_ Fevers, a common caufe of death, are next confidered. In- 
termittent, puttid, riervous, and inflammatory fevers, are fhortly 
defcribed, with fome remarks on their method of cure. Per- | 
haps our author may be fuppofed too timid in the évacuating 
part of his plans, and too eager to give bark. ‘Though this 
tendency is to us obvious, we find no great reafon to blame 
his general management. Death, in thefe difeafes, proceeds 
from weaknefs, Pom accumulations in different vifcera, or 
from the violent exertion of convulfions. 

In difcufing febrile difeafes, Dr. Ontyd does nor confider 
the exanthemata as in themfelves dangerous or mortal; and 
his arguments are pointed and judicious, Whether this cha- 
racter can be extended to what he fays of the plague, our 
readers will judge. We infert the arguments to difarm of fome 
of its terrors this dreadful fcourge of mankind. 


‘ 1. It proves nothing, that the plague, when epidemic, makes, 


rin general, great ravages; as the {mall pox, before inoculation was 


invented, {wept away almoft the feventh part of mankind, accord 
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ing to the common calculation, and when it firft enters any country 
it is not much lefs deftruétive than the plague; for the {mall pox 
has raged with fo great violence in Siberia, that whole provinces 
have been almoft totally deprived of inhabitants *. 

‘ 2. The plague, though often joined with a putrid fever, is yet 
by no means a putrid difeafe ; as the learned Orrzus obferves, that 
the carbuncles are free from all ftink, and putrefcence, and that no~ 
mark of a tendency to putrefaction manifefts itfelf in this diforder ; 
when fimple }; yet the plague, in the fame manner as the {mall pox 
and the other exanthematous diforders, does not always appear un- 
der the fame form, but exhibits various fymptoms, according to the . 
various morbid {tates with which it is combined. 

¢ 3. The plague frequently unites itfelf with other acute difeafes 
unfufpeéted by the phyfician, from which conjunction it’s malig- 
nity ought ongpiany occafions to be derived ¢. 

‘ 4. The plague never proves deftructive to mankind, without 
fome previous violent epidemic conftitution, which feems to fubfide 
at the arrival of the plague; but the contagion of the plague is then 
really joined with the previous epidemical conftitution, hence the 
plague undergoes various changes, and prefents itfelf under various 
forms, according to the different previous epidemic. For inftance, 
the plague of London, which, according to the teftimony of Syden- 
ham §, fucceeded to a violent inflammatory epidemic, repeatedly 
required bleeding ; whereas venefections, though fometimes ufeful 
in the plethoric, were neverthelefs in general evidently injurious in 
the plague of Mofcovy ||, which, according to the account of Dr. de 
Mertens, followed after a putrid, and nervous catarrhal fever {. 

‘ s.. Many patients in the plague of Marfeilles were fo flightly 
affected, that the eruption of the buboes took place without the leaft 
{fymptoms of a fever, and the patients walked about the ftreets ** ; 
which flows, that death is not brought on by the peftilential con- 
tagion itfelf, but by the epidemic complicated with it. 

‘ 6. The change of feafons, and of the ftate of the atmofphere, 
has alfo the greateft influence on the plaguet+. Dr. Ruffel obferves, 
that the plague is diminifhed in the winter, increafes in the fpring, 
and is at it’s height in the fummer ¢}. This is more ftrongly con- 
firmed by the learned Orrzeus, who {peaks in the following terms: 
“ The plague ravaged principally in the f{pring, and the autumn, 
and was always more violent, if the weather continued rainy and 
warm; on the contrary as foon as the weather became ‘more dry 
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‘ ‘* Samoilowitz Mémoire fur "Inoculation de la Pefle, p. 14 and 15, Strat- 
urg, 1782. 
‘ e L. |. confeé&. 1, p. 162. ‘+ Orreus, |. 1. experientiz 12, p. 66. 

‘ § Opera omnia, fect. ii, cap. ii, p. 104. 

‘ | Orrzus, L. 1. experientia 26, p. 124. 

‘ q Obfervat. Med. de Febribus putridis, ac Pefte, part i. 

¢ ** Chicoineau Traité fur la Peite, fpec. v, p 41. 

¢ ++ Mertens, !. 1, part ii, cap. 1, p, $9, and cap. ii, p. 109. 
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find fettled, with a north, or north-eaft wind, even in the middle of 


the fummer, if it were not entirely extinguifhed, at leaft it grew 
inuch milder. But the winter approaching, the contagion was 


. gradually diminifhed, and at lerigth totally deftroyed by the conti- 


hually increafing cold.” | 

‘ 7, The plague obferves the fame rules in it’s courfe as the 
othér exanthematous difeafes : for in it’s commencement it may be 
eliminated out of the body by the infenfible perfpiration ; whereas 
the difordet having proceeded farther, the fuppuration of the buboes 
and the carbuncles, as the only falutary crifis, ought to be promoted 
with the utmoft care *. 

¢ 8. When the plague appears only fporadically, as often hap- 
pens, it is found, like the {mall pox, to be much lefs pernicious; as 
then the contagion may often be vanquifhed in the beginning of 
the difeafe, and expelled out of the body by gentle diaphoretics +. 

‘9. The plague, when communicated by inoculation, though 
even the peftilential fever be epidemic, exhibits mucli flighter fym- 
ptoms: hence Dr. Samoilowitz has concluded, and, according to my 
humble opinion, with the greateft juftice, that tlie plague, like the 
{mall pox, may be mitigated by inoculation, if the body be properly 
prepared before-hand t. 

‘10, Dr. Orrzeus has proved by a great number of obfervations, 
that the anomalous and moft violent fymptoms of the plague, called 
either malignant or acute; are very often owing to a morbid matter, 
contained in the prime viz §. 
» ©11, In fine, I muft add to all this, that patients labouring under 
the plague are befides afflicted with defpair of the event, and the 
moft anxious dread of death, to which the want of help does not a 
little contribute, they being forfaken by every body as foon as the 
difeafe appears : for it will no doubt be evident to every one, who 
confiders the great influence the violent paflions of the mind have 
even in a mild diftemper, that thefe Bave likewife a confiderable 
fhare in the fatal effeéts of the plague.’ . 171. 


The caufes which produce danger from exanthematous 
complaints aré pointed out with fome judicious dire€tions cal- 
culated to prevent it. We fully agree with Dr. Ontyd in the 


preater part of his obfervations on this fubjeét. 


As an appendix to febrile difeafes, the author treats of rlieu- 
matifm and gout, and diftinguifhes thefe two difordets with 
precifion, following nearly the fteps of Dr. Cullen. The hi- 
{tory is accurate, and the metliod of treatment (if we except the 
application of leeches to gouty fwellings, which, with every 





* * Orrzus, |. 1, expetientiz xix, p. 100, 

* + Orrzxiss, 1. 1, experientiz ix, p. 64. v2 

* $ Mémoire fur I’Inoculation, &c. p, 1 to 24: and Lettre fur les Expéri4 
ences des Frictions glaciales pour la Guérifon de la Pefte, p, 41. 

* § L. 1, confect : xxiv et xxv, p. 2t5 et feq. 
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other external remedy, we confider as precarious) is that of 
the ableft practitioners. As a cure for gout, flores fulphuris 
with rob fambuci are recommended ; and the only new re- 
medy is the hydrargyrus muriatus with bark and opium. 

The third part relates to death enfuing from the fuppreffion 
of the action of any vital organ, which diforders the chain of 
the vital powers, by deftroying the action of fome of the inter- 
mediate links. ‘The means by which the fatal’ event is thus 
occafioned, are inflammatory difeafes, fluxes, cachexies, .dif- 
eafes of the nervous fyftem, and of the fecretory organs. Thefe 
indeed fometimes kill the patient by the deftruction of the vital 
principle; but chiefly, in our author’s opinion, by the deftruc- 
tion of fome link in the chain of organifation. 

The danger of inflammation is properly deduced ; firft, 
from the reigning epidemic ; fecondly, from the caufe of the 
inflammation ; thirdly, from its decree; fourthly, the import- 
ance and ftru€iure of the organs inflamed ; fifthly, the age, 
fex, and conftitution of the patient; fixthly, the previous ftate 
of health. Thefe different circumftances are well illultrated. 

In the clafs of fluxes are catarrh, dyfentery, cholera, bloody 
difcharges from the ftomach or inteftines, haamoptoe and other 
hemorrhages. Of diarrhcea the account is fhort, and of no 
great importance. What relates to dyfentery, which our au- 
thor calls the catarrh of the inteftines, is full, clear, and judi- 
cious. The difeafe, in his opinion, is confined to the {mall in- 
teftines ; and the-different opinions of other authors are fup- 
pofed to arife from their having obferved different epidemics. 
Chronic dyfentery is, we believe, exclufively a difeafe of the 
colon and rectum. In the treatment, an attention to the pre- 
vailing epidemic is highly neceffary. We will feleé& the ab- 
ftraét of our author’s plan of cure. 


* Mott phyficians, though they allow, that opiates do a great deal 
of good in dyfentery, are yet of opinion, that, previous to their ufe, 
the prime vie areto be well cleanfed by the exhibition of neutral falts 
diffolved in a large quantity of water for feveral days. Such a 
manner of proceeding may in moft cafes be unattended with danger 
in private practice, efpecially if the practitioner have been called in 
when the difeafe firft makes its appearance; but it would by no 
means be fafe in the dyfenteries happening in the navy ‘and army : 


which are molily of fuch fevere kinds, that they would terminate 


fatally before the prima@ vie were properly evacuated by the neutral 
falts, Upon the whole Iam very much inclined to doubt the pro- 
priety of fuch a treatment. For my own part, without lofing time 
by repeated evacuation of the prime vie by the folution of ‘neutral 
faits, I immediately give an emetic of ipecacuanha, if the ftomach 
feem to bé at all affected; after which I give my, patients the mer- 
curius dulcis from gr. v ad gr. xii, in order to evacuate properly the 
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bowels at once; and then I proceed to the antidote of dyfentery» 
opium. The calomel not only cleanfes the prime vie, but it feems 
to have fomewhat of an antidyfenteric power; for it may be exhi- 
bited even to the moft delicate conftitutions with perfect fafety, and 
frequently under it’s ufe the gripings and pain abate. If, therefore, 
during the ufe of opium, fordes in the prime vie fhould appear, 
recourfe is occafionally to be had to mercury.’ Pp, 256. 


Opium is given in very large dofes; but rhubarb, in the 
beginning, is deemed dangerous. Aftringents are fuppofed, by 
our author, to be dangerous; and, in his opinion, the idea o 
contagion from dyfentery is a ‘ product of fancy.’ His argu- 
ments for this laft opinion are ftriking and plaufible ;. but they 
do not fo far carry conviction, as to lead us to defpife precau- 
tions. His method of preferving from the difeafe, when epi- 
demic, is proper, and will, we believe, be generally effectual. 
The remarks on the other difeafes of this clafs, particularly the 
bloody difcharges from the inteftines, deferve notice. Riding 
on horfeback, in hemoptoe, is, he thinks, a precarious ré- 
medy, as it often brings back the bleeding. 

The cachexies which prove fatal are heétic fever, phthifis, 
caries of the bones, lues, leprofy, tabes, jaundice, dropfy, {cro- 
fula, rickets, fcurvy, aneurifm, and mortification. The moft 
copious difquifition is on phthifis. Our author dwells too much 
on the tonic fyf{tem, in phthifis from peripneumony, and appears 
to be prejudiced againft the ufe‘of milk in this complaint. In 
carious affections of the bones he highly commends ata-fee- 
tida, and thinks it almoft a fpecifc in fuch complaints, if at- 
tention be paid at the fame time to the caufe. Lime-water is, 
in his opinion, ufeful ; and perforations, as well as the cautery, 
are injurious. The fection on lues is judicious, though it 
contains little novelty. Our author has no confidence in the 
antifyphilitic powers of mineral acids, or oxygenated falts, and 
thinks that lues and gonorrhcea are produced by the fame 
fomes. | 

Jaundice is not occafioned, in Dr. Ontyd’s opinion, by ftones 
obftructing the paffage of bile; but he thinks that they ftop 
the orifices of the excretory veffels, forcing back into the 
liver the bile, which the abforbents carry to the fanguiferous 
Papa ; but this doctrine is oppofed by facts. In fome cafes 
the whole fanguiferous fyftem may, he fuppofes, be changed 
into an organ preparing bile. This, though an idle fancy, is 
illuftrated by fpecious reafoning. 7 

In dropfy, our author deems Bacher’s tonic pills ufelefs, and 
fuppofes, with proper precautions, the digitalis not to be in- 
jurious. We commend highly the fection on dropfy, as well 
as that which relates to fcrofula. The latter is confidered as 
confifting in a debility, se = with too much irritability 
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of the lymphatic fyftem. In rickets, a fimilar difeafe, the debi- 
lity of the lymphatic veffels feems to be greater, and their ir- 
ritability lefs, in proportion to the age, than in fcrofula. The 
following remarks are new, and, we believe, juft. 


‘In fine; though it ts very difficult to explain how it happens, 
that fomé rickety perfons poifefs a great deal of wit, and others, on 
the contrary, are found to be very ftupid, [ am of opirtion, that this 
pheriomenon depends upon the different action of the rachitis on 
the head, and upori the confequent form the bones of the fkull af- 
fume. In reality, the fhape of the fisull is of the greateft moment 
for the evolution of the faculties of the mind; fo that, ceteris par/- 
us, the fenfibility or ftupidity of the mind, for the moft part, may 
be judged of by it. At leaft the learned Dr. Veirac, who has had 
an opportunity of treating many rickety children, always obferved, 
that children who acquired from the difeafe a large capacious fore- 
head, with prominent eyebrows, and whofe eyes therefore feemed 
to fink in, were endowed with a fine genius: whereas other child- 
ren, in whom the rickets occafioned a flat and fomewhat crooked 
forehead, eyes more’ or lefs protuberant, a rifing crown of the head, 
and the hinder part of the head prominent, became ftupid.’ p. 457. 


Scutvy is alfo attributed to weaknefs, joined with increafed 
ly mphatic irritability. This idea is fupported by plaufible ar- 
guments, though we fufpect that they will not be found fatis4 
factory. This reafoning may be obviated by confidering the 
difeafe, as originating in "debility, but as coniifting in a depra- 
yation of the Buide ; an opinion which, though combated with 
zeal by our author, is not, perhaps, affailed with fuccefs.— 
Aneurifm and mortification afford no fubjeé&t of remark. 

The nervous difeafes are apoplexy, palfy, tetanus, and epi- 
lepfy : the difeafes of the fecretory organs are polyfarcia, dia- 
betes, and cancerous ulcer. The whole of what is faid on 
mervous difeafes is judicious and proper ; the diftinctions are 
clear, and the directions inftructive. 

Polyfarcia is fuppofed not to be occafioned by (apetabuindaii | 


nutrinous matter, but by the unufual action of the Rags: 


organs, which feparate oil. Perfons afflicted with it are a 
vited to breathe oxygen gas, and to try fuch remedies as ope- 
rate on the lymphatic veffels, viz. digitalis, mercury, and 
{quills, tonics bein mg combined for the counteraction of their 
fedative power. We may adda vegetable diet and cider ; for 
fuch as chiefly fe thefe, though robaft and active, are feldom 
corpulent. 

The difquifition on diabetes is long, laborious, and j in fome 
tefpeds fatisfaGtory. Dr. Ontyd clearly fhows that it is not 

a difeafé of the fyftem, and advances fome itrong arguments 
to prove that, contrary to Dr. Rollo’s do€trine, it is not a dif- 
vider of the ftomach, Perhaps he has not fully eftablifhed the 








Ontyd on Mortal Difeafes. 157 


negative; for, while he allows that animal food will prevent 


the fweetnefs of the urine, he contends that it will not cure the 


difeafe. But Dr. Rollo’s chief objet was to trace the fource 
of the faccharine matter, and he treats. of that {pecies of dia- 
betes which is called mellitus. Dr. Ontyd’s opinion is, that 
diabetes is an increafed action of the urinary organs from a 
peculiar ftimulus. In the cafes adduced by the former, the fa¢- 
charine matter may be a ftimulus; and the difcharge, m the 
cafe referred to by our author, may haye been continued from 
habit or from debility ; but this is not the fyitem inculcated in 
the prefent work ; for the writer conijders the fugar as actually 
formed by the action of the kidneys, ana the difeafe as confift- 
ing in debility, combined with morbid jncreafed irritability of 
thefe organs. Remedies which ftrengthen the habit and di- 
minifh the vafcular irritability are beft adapted to this difeafe, 

On cancerous ulcers the reinarks are not important; yet 
the following obfervations are acute and judicious. 


* Let it not be argued, that it is highly improbable, that an ichor 
fo acrid as to excoriate and even to deftroy the neighbouring parts, 
could be taken up by the lymphatic fyftem without deftroying their 
organical compofition ; for this difficulty direétly v-.nifhes, when we 
confider, that the deftru€tion of the parts near the ulcer is fubfe- 
quent to the excretion; that it may be greatly prevented by the 
repeated application of clean linen; and that therefore no conclu- 
fion can thence be drawn, that this ichor, when fecerned, has the 
fame degree of acrimony :‘the lefs, as no humour, however acrid 
it may be, proves irritating to the fiirface of the ulcer from which 
it is fecerned. Befides, it ought to be confidered, that the cancerous 
matter, though very acrid, is neverthelefs an animalifated fluid, or a 
product of the animal economy ; now there always exifts a much 
greater affinity between the abforbent veffels, and the humours, 
which poffefs the character of animalifation, though very acrid, than 
between thofe veffels, and other fluids deftitute of this character ; 
that in fine the cancerous matter is by no means taken up by the 
lymphatics, before thé requifite affinity is produced between them, 
and the cancerous ichor; for from this fource is to be explained, 
why the cancerous diathefis often appears fo late ; as the celebrated 
anatomift Dr. Cruikfhank records, that he has obferved the lym- 
phatic giands in the loins turgid with this matter two years after an 
extirpation of a cancerous tefticle, which feemed to be performed 
with fuccefs. It appears, therefore, that the above, objection is of 
no weight, and that a great difference exifts between acrid humours 
produced by the animal economy, and fluids poffefling a chemical 
acrimony, with refpeét to the human body.’ P. 634. 


_ If our author, in the progrefs of the work, ‘bas appeared as 
the phyfician attempting to ward off the ftroke of death, rather 
than the pathologift inquiring into its immediate ¢ayfe, he re- 
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turns, near the-conclufion, to his principal fubjeét, and fhortly 
recapitulates the caufes of death, in each clafs of difeafes. In+ 
| — we may commend his labours ; and the few errors of 
yftem, and fome of a flighter and more venial nature, may be 
corrected in another edition.’ As a fyllabus of practice in the 
more important difeafes, this work is very valuable, and it is 
farther recommended by a neat and judicious claffification. 


—_£ 





The Pleafures of Hope; with other Poems. By Thomas C. amp- 
bell. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Longman and Rees, 1799. 


THIS volume is, we underftand, the produétion of a very 
young man: we fhould not have difcovered this by a perufal 
of the poems. They have none of the faults of early writers, 
none of thofe pages of imbecility redeemed by occafional 
lathes of genius. They are charaéterifed by a correct and 
ftately verfification, Of the Pleafures of Hope, a poem winch 
oe the greater part of the volume, thefe are the opening 
ines : 


* At fiimmer eve, when heav’n’s aerial bow 

Spans with bright arch the glittering hills below, 

Why to yon mountain turns the mufing eye, 

Whofe funbright fummit mingles with the tky ? 

Why do thofe cliffs of fhadowy tint appear 

More fweet than all the landfcape fmiling near ?— 
*Fis diftance lends enchantment to the view, 

And robes the mountain in its-azure hue. 


Ap ‘ Thus, with delight, we linger to furvey 

us The promis’d joys of life’s unmeafur'd way ; 
Thus, from afar, each dim-difcover’d fcene 
More pleafing feems than all the pait hath been ; 
And every form, that Fancy can repair 
From dark oblivion, glows divinely there. 


* What potent fpirit guides the raptur’d eye 
To pierce the fhades of dim futurity ? 
Can Wifdom lend, with all her heav’nly pow’r, 
The pledge of Joy’s anticipated hour ? 
Ah, no! the darkly fees the fate of man— 
Her dim horizon bounded to a fpan ; 
Or, if the hold an image to the view, 
*Tis Nature pictur’d too feverely true. 


* With thee, fweet Hope! refides the heav’nly light, 
That pours remoieft rapture on the fight : | 
Thine is the charm of life’s bewilder’d way, 

‘That calls each flumb’ring paffion into play, 
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Wak’d by thy touch, I fee the fifter band, 
On tiptoe watching, ftart at thy command, 
And fly where’er thy mardate bids them fteer, 
To Pleafure’s path, or Glory’s bright career. 


‘ Primeval Hope, the Aonian Mufes fay, 
When Man and Nature mourn’d their firft decay ; 
When every form of death, and every woe, 
Shot from malignant ftars to earth below ; 
When Murder bared his arm, and rampant War 
Yok’d the red dragons of her iron car; 
When Peace and Mercy, banifh’d from the plain, 
Sprung on the viewlefs winds to heav’n again ; 
All, all forfook the friendlefs guilty mind, 
But Hope, the charmer, linger’d {till behind.’ Pp, 3. 


We are fometimes reminded of Dr. Darwin’s ver(ification, 
and of characteriftic bulk rather than fublimity of con- 
ception. 


‘ Where Andes, giant of the weftern ftar, 
With meteor-ftandard to the winds unfurl’d, 
Looks from his throne of clouds o’er half the world.’ p. 7, 





‘ He comes! dread Brama fhakes the funlefs fky = - 
With murmuring wrath, and thunders from on high! 
Heaven’s fiery horfe, beneath his warrior form, 

Paws the light clouds, and gallops on the ftorm ! 

Wide waves his flickering {word, his bright arms glow 
Like fummer funs, and light the world below! 

Earth, and her trembling ifles in Ocean’s bed 

Are fhook ; and Nature rocks beneath his tread!’ rv. 44. 


In both thefe paffages the words are ponderous and the 
images gigantic ; but they do not partake of fublimity. 

The following lines, however, difcover a glow of feeling 
and a power of Janguage from which much may be hoped. 
The author, having deferibed the fall of Poland, and the con- 
duct of the Ruffians at Warfaw, thus proceeds : 


* Departed fpirits of the mighty dead ! 
Ye that at Marathon and Leuctra bled ! 
Friends of the world! reftore your {words to man, 
Fight in his facred caufe, and lead the van ! 
Yet for Sarmatia’s tears of blood atone, 
And make her arm puiffant as your own ;— 
Oh! once again to Freedom’s caufe return 
The patriot Tell—the Bruce of Bannockburn ! 


‘ Yes! thy proud lords, unpitied land! fhall fee 


That man hath yet a foul—and dare be free ! 
M 4 
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A little while, along thy faddening plains, 
The ftarlefs night of defolation reigns ; 
Truth fhall reftore the light by Nature giv’n, 
And, like Prometheus, bring the fire of heav’n } 
Prone to the duft Oppreflion fhall be hurl’d, 
Her name, her nature, wither’d from the world f 


* Ye that the rifing morn invidious mark, 
And hate 'the light—becaufe your deeds are dark ; 
Ye that expanding truth invidious view, 
And think, or wifh the fong of Hope untrue ; 
Perhaps your little hands prefume to {pan 
The march of genius, and the pow’rs of man ; 
Perhaps ye watch, at Pride’s unhallow’d fhrine, 
Her victims, newly flain, and thus divine :— 
“ Here fhall thy triumph, Genius, ceafe, and here 
Truth, Science, Virtue, clofe your fhort career.” 


‘ Tyrants! in vain ye trace the wizard ring ; 
Jn vain ye limit mind’s unwearied fpring : 
What! can ye lull the winged winds afleep, 
Arreft the rolling world, or chain the deep ? 
No :—the wild wave contemns your f{cepter'd hand ;-= 
Jt roil’d not back when Canute gave command ! 


¢ Man! can thy doom no brighter foul allow? 
Still muft thou live a blot on Nature’s brow ? 
Shall War’s polluted banner ne’er be furl’d? 
Shall crimes and tyrants ceafe but with the world ? 
What! are thy triumphs, facred Truth, belied ? 
Why then hath Plato liv’d—or Sydney died ? 


‘ Ye fond adorers of departed fame, 
Who warm at Scipio’s worth, or Tully’s name! 
Ye that, in fancied vifion, can admire 
The {word of Brutus, and the Theban lyre ! 
Wrapt in hiftoric ardour, who adore . 
Each claffic haunt and well-remember’d fliore, 
Where Valour tun’d, amid her chofen throng, 
The Thracian trumpet and the Spartan fong ; 
Or, wand’ring thence, behold the later charms — 
Of England’s glory, and Helvetia’s arms ! 
See Roman fire in Hampden’s bofom {well, \ 
And fate and freedom in the fhaft of Tell! 
Say, ye fond zealots to the worth of yore, 
Hath Valour left the world—to live no more ? 
No more fhall Brutus bid a tyrant die, 
And fernly fmile with vengeance in his eye? 
Hampden no more, when fuffering Freedom calls, 


Encounter fate, and\triumph as he falls ? 
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Nor Tell difclofe, through peril and alarm, 
The might that flumbers in a peafant’s arm ? 


‘Yes! in that generous caufe, for ever trong, 
The patriot’s virtue and the poet’s fong 
Still, as the tide of ages rolls away, 
Shall charm the world, unconfcious of decay ! 


‘Yes! there are hearts, prophetic Hope may truft, 
That flumber yet in uncreated duit, 
Ordain’d to fire the adoring fons of earth 
With every charm of wifdom and of worth; 
Ordain’d to light, with intellectual day, 
The mazy wheels of nature as they play, 
Or, warm with fancy’s energy, to glow, 
And rival all but. Shakfpeare’s name below!” Pp, 32, 


No plan is difcoverable in this poem ; and perhaps the fub- 
ject is not capable of being methodifed. On the Pleafures of 
Hope much may be faid, but nothing which could with more 
propriety be placed at the beginning than in the middle or at 
the end; the poet may write ten lines or ten thoufand at 
pleafure. ? 

The fecond part opens with the Hopes of Love. There 
are fome rich and beautiful lines in the following paffages 


! ‘Who that would afk a heart to dulnefs wed, 
The wavelefs calm, the flumber of the dead ? 
No; the wild blifs of Nature needs alloy, 
And fear and forrow fan the fire of joy ! 
And fay, without our hopes, without our fears, 
Without the home that plighted love endears, 
Without the {mile from partial beauty won, 
Oh ! what ‘were man ?-—a world without a fun ! 


‘ Till Hymen brought his love-delighted hour, 
There dwelt no joy in Eden’s rofy bow’r ! 
Jn vain the viewlefs feraph ling’ring there, 
At ftarry midnight, charm’d the filent air ; 
. Tn vain the wild-bird carol’d on the fteep, 
To hail the fun, flow-wheeling from the deep ; 
In. vain, to foothe the. folitary fhade, 
Aerial notes in mingling meafure play’d ; 
; i The fummer wind that fhook the fpangled tree, 
} The whifpering wave,. the murmur of the bee— 
Still flowly pafs’d the melancholy day, 
And ftill the ftranger wift not where to ftray,— 
The world was fad |—the garden was a wild !— 
And man, the hermit, figh’d—till woman {mil'd ! 


‘ True! the fad power to generous hearts may bring 
Delirious asguifh on hie fiery wing ! 








In this extract the fir couplet is ungrammatical and ob- 
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Barr’d from delight by Fate's untimely hand, 

By wealthlefs lot, or pitilefs command ; 
Or dodm’d to gaze on beauties that adorn 

The finile of triumph, or the frown of fcorn ; 

While Memory watches o’er the fad review 

Of joys that faded like the morning dew ; 

Peace may depart—and life and nature feem 

A barren path—a wildnefs, and a dream ! 


* But, ean the noble mind for ever brood, 
The willing victim of a weary mood, 
On heartlefs cares that fquander life away, 
And cloud young Genius bright’nmg into day !—~ ; 
Shame to the coward thought that e’er betray’d | 
The noon of manhood to a myrtle fhade !— 
¥f Hope’s creative {pirit cannet raife 
One trophy facred to thy future days, 
Scorn the dull crowd that haunt the gloomy fhrine 
Of hopelefs love, to murmur and repine ! 
But, fhould a-figh of milder mood exprefs 
Thy heart-warm wifhes true to happinefs, 
Should heav’n’s fair harbinger delight to pour 
Her blifsful vifions on thy penfive hour, 
No tear to bict thy memory’s pictur’d page, 
No fears but fuch as Fancy can affuage ; 
Though thy wild heart fome haplefs hour may mifs 
The peaceful tenor of unvaried blifs, 
(For love purfues an ever devious race, 
True to the winding lineaments of grace); 
Yet ftill may Hope her talifman employ 
To {natch from heaven anticipated joy, 
And all her kindred energies impart 
That burn the brighteft in the pureft heart!’ P. go. 


feure : wed fhould be wedded, and fomething muft be inferted } 
to give meaning to the fentence, 


“Eternal Hope! when yonder fpheres fublime 
Peal’d their firft notes to found the march of Time ! 
Thy joyous youth began—but not to fadex— 

When all the fifter planets have decay’d; 
her wrapt in fire the realms of ether glow, 
And heaven's laft thunder fhakes the world below; 
Thou, undifmay’d, fhalt o’er the ruin fmile, 
And light thy torch at Nature’s funeral pile? Pp. 71. 


‘The other pieces in the volume are of inferior merit. They 
confit of fpecimens of tranflation from Medea, Love and Mad- 
nefs, an elegy, and three fongs. 
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Sermons on various Subjects, by the Rev. Richard Graves, M. A. 
&Fc. To which is added, a Letter from a Father to his Sonat 
the Univerfity. 8ve. 5s. Boards. Rivingtons. 1799. 


IN this volume, after a quaint dedication to fir Walter 
James, we meet with fermons on the following fubjects: the 
Clerical Character ; Superflition; Miracles ; Submiffion to the 
exifting Powers; the Love of Pleafure ; the temporal Difad- 
vantages of Vice, &c. 

The firft difcourfe contains good remarks on the duties 
connected with the clerical profeffion, and on ‘ the decent fe- 
verity’ which is requifite in the manners and example of cler- 
gymen. The author recommends private as well as public 
exhortations, and obferves, that ‘ the duty of vigilance in the 
refpective paftors feems to require fomething more than a mere 
curfory difcharge of their office in public,’ 


‘ We ought to watch over the fpiritual conduct of every fingle 
perfon (as far as it is praéticable) with a “ godly jealoufy;” to 
fearch out, with difcretion, their conneétions and attachments, and 
difcover what peculiar circumftances feem to hinder their conver- 
fion, We mutt obferve their particular tendencies to vice, and 
¢aution them againft “ thofe fins that do moft eafily befet them.” 
We fhould liften with condefcenfion to their fcruples ; and, where 
there is need, exhort, or rebuke with all authority ; and, in fhort, 
apply our general reproofs of vice to their particular failings and ir- 
regularities. For fuch is the pride of human nature, that every 
one will evade the application of the moft obvious reprefentation 
to his own cafe, and think his neighbour alone concerned to liften 
to the preacher. But we muft endeavour, in private, to bring 
home our reflections to men’s bofoms, and * fhew the people their 
tranfgreffions.” We muft awaken, if poflible, every guilty per- 
fon, ‘and affure him that it is he in particular, and not his neigh- 
bour, who ftands in need of a reformation.’ P. 9. 





‘ We cannot be too vigilant, however, nor too frequently incul- 
cate every precept of the Gofpel in the prefent age ; when vice and 
prophanenefs have been vifibly gaining ground and enlarging their 
territories ; when the infection of luxury, and the poifon of Deifm, 
feem to be defcending hand in hand amongft the loweft of the 
people ; fo that one hardly meets with a wicked peafant, or a dif- 
folute mechanick, who cannot defend his praétices by the fophifms 
of infidelity, For thus much may certainly be faid, to the difad- 
vantage of this enlightened age, that, if the populace in general 
are more knowing in the theory of religion, they are likewife more 
completely fo in the practice of wickednefs. If they are lefs ig- 
norant, they are alfo lefs innocent, than in the days of our fore~ 
fathers, The clouds of fuperitition may indeed be removed by 
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the bright difcoveries of the moderns, but then the reftraints of rg- 
ligion are likewife greatly diminifhed,’ . P. 11. 


We were pleafed with the good fenfe of the following ob- 
fervations, in which the preacher points out the propriety of 
a regular attendance upon public worfhip, while he expofes 
the fallacy of the objections which are too frequently made 


to it. 


* We may obferve, that there is a reciprocal obligation on every 
rank of men to liften to our admonitions, and to attend, at leatt, 
the ftated feafons of fpiritual improvement: which, in Chriftian 
countries, are annexed to the publick worthip of God. - Yet, this 
obligation feems not fufficiently attended to by many perfons of 
good fenfe and a liberal education; who, becaufe they are con-, 
fcious (perhaps really fo) “ of more underftanding than: their 
teachers,” think therefore they are at liberty to abfent themfeives 
from the places appointed for the inftruction of the vulgar. But 
they fhould confider the duty of “ affembling themfelves together,” 
as enjoined by the authority given to the church, and enforced by 
the laws of the ftate ; not merely as a fchool for the ignorant, but 
as a wholefome difcipline for the worldly and the carnal, as a kind 
of forcible avocation from their fecular concerns, and as neceflary 
- jntervals of facred recollection. And though they may not want 
to be taught their duty, yet, fuch is the frailty of our nature, that 
the beft and wifeft. of us require frequently to be put in mind of it. 
Befides, there is reafon to believe (at leaft they cannot be certain of 
the contrary) that, however mean the inftruments may be, yet — 
God will give a peculiar bleffing to every fincere and humble at- 
tendance on thefe publick inftitutions ; which are certainly, in fome 
fenfe, of divine appointment. Not to mention the duty they owe 
to Ged, and to the community, not to influence by fo pernicious 
an example their lefs enlightened brethren, who may ftand in need 
of every means of inftruction, of every opportunity of admoni- 
tion or reproof ; and to whom thefe plain lefflons may be of the ut- 
moft importance, which are needlefs to men of more refined ideas 
and fuperior underftanding.’ Pr. 7. 


The juft remarks which are to be found throughout this 
fermon, will, doubtlefs, caufe it to be read with much fatis- 
faction, and particularly by clergymen who are folicitous to 
promote the true dignity of their profeffion, and the good of 


the flocks committed to their charge. 
‘The fecond fermon points out the diftinétion between true 


religion and fuperftition. Here the writer, after giving a juft 
explanation of each, takes occafion to animadvert on the pre~ 
judices and licentious principles of thofe who would endea~ 


vour to confound this diftinction, 
‘ This feems to be the cafe with many of thofe ia this age, who 
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dre propérly called “-men of the world,” who, being immerfed ia 
fenfuality, or occupied in the purfuits of avarice or ambition, and 
hever finding time for ferious reflection, are too apt, without giv- 
ing themfelves time to. examine the fubjeét, to confound religiort 
with fuperftition ; and often to reprefent them both as the offspring 
of ignorance and folly, and fit only to keep in awe the unthinking 
multitude. 7 

‘ One would imagine, indeed, from the reiterated complaints 
and idle clamours of fome writers, and the frantick proceedings of 
a neighbouring nation, that nothing was wanting to reftore the 
golden age, and to complete the felicity of mankind, but to ba- 
nith fuperftition, that is, atl religion, as well-as defpotifm, out of 
the world,, Whereas the reverfe of this feems-rather to be the 
truth of the cafe, efpecially in this kingdom, and the crimes and 
outrages which difturb fociety, to proceed rather from a prevailing 
difregard to religion, and from a want of due fubmiffion to the le- 
gal reftraints of a truly free government.’ P. 30. 


Mr. Graves then proceeds to inquire whether fuperftition 
itfelf, fo inimical to the happinefs of individuals, be not lefs 
detrimental to fociety than the abfence of ail religion. He 
ably combats and refutes the opinion advanced by fome emi- 
nent writers on this fubjeGt, and is, at the fame time, led to 
notice the correfpondent proceedings of fome modern philo-< 
fophical legiflators. 


‘ The advocates for the contrary opinion will tell us, that fu- 
perftition debafes the mind, -obftructs its exertions, and renders mex 
lefs fit for the duties of focial life; that it perverts the moral fenfe; 
and often brings men to approve and perpetrate actions naturally 
odious, as laudable and meritorious. ; 

¢ While an atheift, on the other hand, may have juft notions of 
tight and wrong, and, froth a mere fenfe of the beauty of virtue, 
and the deformity of vice, may be induced to practife the one and 
avoid the other, and confequently may be a good member of fex 
ciety, and an honeft man, 

¢ Now, though neither of thefe pofitions will be difputed, and 
though fuperftition may lead to practices highly unnatural and im-' 
moral, as it certainly has done, yet they may be fuch as,do not greatly 
affect fociety at large, and as fuch. Whereas an atheift, though 
he may have a moral fenfe of the beauty of virtue, is tinder no ob- 
ligation to prattife it; as it is now generally underftood, that no- 
thing but * the will of God cat, firictly fpeaking, conftitute mo- 
ral obligation ;-at leatt, the moral fente and the fitnefs of thing 
will have but litle effe€t on the conduct of the licentiors multi- 
tude, or of any one under {trong temptation. 

‘ In fhort, though a man may act virtuoufly and honeftly with- 
@ut any reference to the Divine Being and the {anétions of religion; 
when he has no temptation to the contrary, yet furely it is more 
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probable that one who, in addition to the moral fenfe and even the 
laws of the land, is under the influence even of an irrational dread 
of fome fupernatural power and a future ftate, fhould a& virtuoufly 
and honeftly, than one who is under no reftraint of that kind, 

_ © This part of the argument, then, amounts to no more than 
this, that an atheift poffibly may be a good member of fociety; the - 
fuperititious man probably will be fo ; but a truly religious man, at 
Jeaft (if I may add) atrue Chriftian, certainly muft be fo—a good 
citizen, a good tubject, a good father, and, in fhort, a good man 
in every relation of life.’ P. 39. 

In the profecution of the fame fubject, he makes other jue 
dicious obfervations. 

‘ The difpute,’ he fays, ‘ at prefent is not, as it was in the days 
of the prophets, between Jehovah and Baal, between idolatry and 
the worthip of the true God; it is not a controverfy between Pa- 
pifts and Proteftants, churchmen and diffenters, or between the ad- 
vocates for natural and the defenders of revealed religion ; the con- 
teft now is between theifm and atheifm, between thofe who ac- 
Knowledge and devoutly worthip, and thofe who deny, the exiftence 
of a Deity, the Creator, and Governor of the world. Confe- ° 
quently, not only the foundation of all religion, but of morality 
and virtue, is at ftake; and, in the end, the very exiftence of fo- 
ciety and the happinefs of mankind. Infidelity and immorality are 
often reciprocally caufe and effect. ‘The infidel, generally fpeak- 
ing, will be found immoral; and,the immoral man, in hopes of 
filencing his confcience, will probably foon become an infidel.’ 


PR. 48. 





¢ Nothing but religion can mitigate the impetuofity of the felfith 
affions, or fubdue the turbulent fpirit of the difcontented multi- 
tude. Thofe who are unreftrained by any principle of that kind, 
will liften with eagernefs to every plaufible advocate for liberty, and 
be ready to execute any defperate project which may be fuggefted 
to them, and which promifes, in the flighteft degree, to improve 
their prefent condition.” P. 50. 

In the fermons ¢ On the Love of Pleafure,’ and * On Hap- 
pinefs,” as well as in that which relates to ‘ The temporal 
Diladvantages of Vice,’ are interfperfed many good remarks ; 
but we fear that the majority of thofe to whom they are the 
moft applicable will be the laft to profit by a perufal of them. 

In his fermon ‘ On Juftice,’ the preacher points out and 
juftly reprehends 

‘ that inexhauftible fource of injuftice—the prejudice of party ; 
whieh, confining all merit of every kind within its own circle, fo 
liberally beftows on its adverfaries every {pecies of contumely. apd 


reproach. 
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© It is aftonifhing to obferve, what falfe reifoning, amongft 
thofe of the fame party, is admitted as found argument ! What il- 
liberal buffoonery is applauded as fterling wit! And, what impro- : 
bable tales to the prejudice of their opponents are produced as in- 
difputable faéts. Confcience, perhaps, may fecretly. plead the 
eaufe of truth, and reproach ts with our duplicity. But intereft, 
or a defire of ditinguithing ourfelves by our zeal for the caufe, may 
filence its remontftrances ; and we perfil itt, with perfect {elf-delufton, 
in our unjult and unwarranted furmifes.’ p..188. 


The ftyle of Mr. Graves is fometimes fpirited, and otca- 
fionally neat ; but it is frequently incorrect. 

Subjoined to the Sermons is ¢ A Letter from a, Father to 
his Son at the Univerfity.’” ‘Chis was originaily publrfhed im 
the year 1787, and was occatfioned by Dr. Prieftley’s * Ad- 
drefs to young Students.” The object of 1t is to for ‘try the 
ftudious youth againift the feduCtions of that leader of the So- 
cinian band. Although there is little that can he called rea- 
foning or argumeat in this letter, yet,'as the advice .was en- 
forced by the authority of a father, affectionately folicitous 
for his fon’s welfare, we prefume that the end was an{wered, 
and that it did not fail (efpecially if there were no predifpofing 
bias to deviate from the road of orthodoxy and church prefer- 
ment) to make the defired impreflion. 





Gleanings in England; defcriptive of the Countenance, Mind 
and Charaéter of the Country. By Mr. Pratt. Vol. 1¥ *, 
Sve. 8s. Beards. Longman and Rees.’ 1799. 


Mr. Pratt has thus explained his intention in this work: 


‘ The author’s grand view has been.... to prefent a juft and ho- 
nourable idea of ‘this important country, as a whole, from—not a 
mechanical, not a methodical,—but fair and liberal furvey of its, 
parts, taken in feveral journies upon its animated furface, with de- 

, fcriptions from: immediate objects, and refiections moral, natural, 
political, or perfonal; either in connection with, or ariling out of 
them. And the motive which fuggefted this plan,—belides a com- 
pliance with the wifhes of an ‘amiable foreigner, who, in a perufal 
ef manv contradictory accounts, was {till at fault how to fettle our 
pretenfions in any of the above-mentioned particulars,—was, and is, 
a moft ardent defire, to promote domeftic peace and union! If the 
plan were executed ‘but half as well, as the fentiment that gave. it 
birth is fincere and commendable, the content of the author’s heart, 
which has been glowing even in the attempt, would indeed be ab- 
folute! At any rate, there never has been,—moft likely there never 





* See Crit. Rev. New Srr. Vol. XVI. p. $31. 
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fhall be—a crifis, in the hiftory of Great Britain, or of the univetie; 
when fuch an attempt can more favourably be made, in point of 
time, than at the moment, in which, with a throbbing heart, he is 
now about to prefent it to his correfpondeiit abroad, and to his 
countrymen at home.’ Pp. v. 3 


The firft letter is prefatory, importing that Mr. Pratt’s cor- 
refpondent, the baron de B., defired to fee a gleaning of Eng 
jand. Then follows an hiftorical retrofpeét.—In the fourth 
Jetter, we find the traveller on his journey. 


¢ How fhall I gain credit from my continental frietids in gene- 
ral ?—though you, I know,. will rely upon the fidelity of my re- 
port,——when I defire thofe who have been accuftomed to the fickly 
movement of the reluctant wheel over German leagues of abforbing 
fand—where man, beaft and machine—fo heavily are they moved 
along,—appear to be alike torpid—-pardon me, my friend—how 
thall. I dare even to afk fuch to believe, that an Englifhman may 
take his feat at nine o’clock of the evening in a common public 
vehicle of this countrye—profoundly atmofpherical, and conftitu- 
tionally faturnine, as we have been deemed !~—~and be rolled, bound- 
ingly, over the almoft velvet furface of one hundred miles by the 
correfponding hour of the morning? and that,—in comparifon of 
the Dutch, Perfian, or German ftages,—almoit without being fens 
fible of any motion at all? 

¢ Foreigners, unfamiliar to fuch luxury, might think that the 
feathered mercury was conveying them on his own pinion, or fying 
with them in a chariot of goffamens Yet this velocity is an ordinary 
faét, which every man in Kngland can atteft; and if a traveller can 
tear the expence of what we call going poft, that is, in one of out 

ft-chaifes, more than double—I believe I might venture to fay, 
hearly treble—the number of miles might be meafured in the fame 
{pace of time. 

© What! methinks I hear fome of my continental friends, juft 
unpacked from a German poft waggon, as you call your ftage 
coaches—things, which you will foon have the candour to allow, 
are but very awkward and mis-fhapen imitations of our broad- 
wheel waggon—a huge piece of workmanfhip made ufe of to con- 
tey facks, tubs, boxes, barrels, houfehold furniture, and other dead- 
weight luggage-——\W hat ! Monfieur le Baron, would this’ corre- 
fpondent of yours attempt to perfuade us, his cloydy countrymen 
are whirled in their airy chariots at this rate? then may we believe 
that Phaéton did, indeed, affail the regions of the fun, and that the 
winged fteeds of Apollo, and of Jove him(elf, are outfiripped by the 

ublic ftage-coaches, anu poit-c chaifes of Great Biitain ! 

¢ I make all poffible allowance, my dear baron, for this int¢redu- 
lity on your fide of the great gulph that feparates us: and though 
every joint of me has often borne witnefs to the wuth—the aching 
truth of my afertion—when, in,.or after, a long, fad, folemn, flow 
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arid dizzy drag, from one town to another, acrofs the tracts of al-~ 
moft Arabian fands—not to fay defarts, of fome parts of the con- 
tinent, I muft own I have been able to endure it only by the pro- 
mife of finding better things at the end of them—a promife which, 
I confefs, has been amply performed. Yet I will be content, even 
by you, my candid friend, to be thought a prejudiced reporter, till 
you have tried the affertion here advanced, and confirmed it. : 

‘ In the mean while, I hazard nothing by obferving, that— 
though it is certainly a peculiar remark+—had we no attraction ex- 
cept our roads to draw foreigners. to England, they would be well 
paid for their journey by the voluptuous novelty of pafling from 
one extremity of the ifland to the other, in our little portable par- 
lours, and wheeled drawing-rooms, with an eafe, expedition and ele~ 
gance, of which no other people in Europe can offer—of which, 
indeed, they cannot conceive even an idea.’ Pp, $7. 


The fame letter contains the hiftory of mail coaches ; and 
a panegyric upon Englifh inns contributes to {well the volume. 
Mr. Pratt gleans every thing, weeds as well as corn, to make 
up his bundle. . 

A brief account is given of Norfolk ; and it is followed by 
a long harangue on the peculiar happinefs of being born an 
Englithman. ‘Then the family are introduced, who are en- 
tertaining the gleaner as their gueft at North Runcton. Thefe 
are fuch letters as any perfon might write who would take the 
trouble of tranflating common thoughts into a diffufe, round- 
about, fentimental, 400k language. 

In {peaking of Lynn, Mr, Pratt takes notice of a fingular 
and obfolete cuftom : 


‘ Several of the hiftorians of this country mention a cuftom efta- 
blifhed at Lynn, fo long ago as 1588, called the feaft of reconcili- 
ation, holden the firft Monday of every month, when the mayor, 
aldermen, and the preachers, met to hear, decide, and fettle, in an 
amicable manner, all controverfies between man and man, in order 
to prevent law-fuits, No doubt, a very commendable expedient, 
but as this convention no longer fubfifts, I prefume the litigious 
fpirit that is faid, in ancient days, to vex the good fellowfhip of the 
county, has been quieted: but the wife ancient man I before men- 
tioned, in the cafe of the faint, the devil, and the dragon, faid, “ there 
happened, as he had heard his grandam report, fo many quarrelling 
bouts at the feaft of amity, {pringing from difference of opinion, 
that they foon wanted another reconciliation affembly to fettle them- 
felves; fo the lawyers took it in hand, fir,” continued he, “ and 
managed the difputes of the town their own way, and though we 
. have a power of feafts here every year, there has. not been one re- 

conciliation feaft fince; and fomehow, though we have more law- 
. yer-gentry now-a-days ten to one, than i’ my young time, more 
Crit. Rev. Vou. XXVII. Of. 1799. . 
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than a limb of them toa ftreet, and e’en almoft one to a quarrel, I 
don’t find there is more of the good thing called peace amongift us 
than there us’d to be, though there is twenty times the law, which 
is, to be fure, another good thing, you know.” P. 149. 


The characteriftic fcenery of Norfolk affords a pleafant de- 


{cription. 


‘ The country continues to droop, to attraét the feagull, and the 
lapwing, rather than birds of happier note, and every other lover of 
the humid earth,—and in truth, the whole marfhy pafturage may 
be faid to wear the willow, fren the eaftern gate of Lynn, to Hil- 
lington. But the very heath grounds of England, have their appro- 
priate tertilities, and one of thefe you will pafs in your way to the 
place where I have now pais’d to write; you cannot, during the 
fummer, ride over onc of our village commons but you will obferve 
it agreeably populated; herds of cattle, part ftanding fatisfied in the 
refrefhing pool, part repofing on the verdant fod, troops of horfes 
and flocks of fheep, at feed or at play, enlivened by the cottage and 
farm, with innumerous geefe and other aquatic fowl, exhibiting to 
your eyea ftriking contrat to the long, the dreary and unprofitable 
waftes which you have {fo often traverfed in Germany, where, per- 
haps, a folitary goldfinch is feen waving on the thiftle, a gaunt horfe 


. fadly ruminating in the fand, or a lean goat browzing the fern. In- 


deed, a few miles of heath or moor are, to the Englith traveller, 
fometimes a relief from the abundance and beauty of the general 
cultivation.’ Pp. 166. 


Mr. Pratt has not, however, caught the more peculiar fea- 
tures of the country. After this paffage we find accounts of 
the wafte lands in England, and of the national debt. 

Houghton occupies a contiderable portion of the volume. 


‘ The foundation-ftone placed in the fouth-eaft angle, hath a 
Latin infcription upon it to the following purport. ‘ Here, that 
fir Robert Walpole, with whom thou, pofterity, fhalt not be unac- 
quainted, hath fixed me to ftand, as the foundation of a feat, de- 
figned to be built in his native country, the 24th day of May, in the 
year 1722. God grant, that after its mafter, to a mature old age, 
fhall have long enjoyed it in perfection, his lateft defcendents may 
fafely poffeis it, in an unimpaired condition, to the end of time.” 
ep. 208, 


In his moonlight rambles at this place, Mr. Pratt was 
alarmed in a very natural way. 


¢ As I ftood to view the effect of the moonlight on the four lofty 
cupolas of Houghton, and on the defolated wing of the building 
which had been deftroyed by fire, and was yet black from the flame, 
the wonders of Otranto pafled acrofs my mind, affimilating, in fome 
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degree, with the imagery around me; and I fhould have had as good 
a fhadow of probability in feeming to fee the author of that awe- 
exciting «romance, rife before me with a magician’s wand in his 
hand, as any of the literary conjurers, in my country or in yours; 
and the influence of a prime miniiter of ftate, being, in the opinion 
of many, more potent than any other magician, there would have 
been at leaft as ftrong reafon to fupport me, had I fancied fir Ro» 
bert moving before me in the plenitude of power with more than 
the enchantments of Profpero, 

* But Iwas not wrought up to fancy any of thefe preternatural 
vifions, yet if fuch appearances had really been permitted, this was, 
methought, a moment in which my mind would have been beft 
fitted to receive and to welcome them, had they taken any fhape in 
which they could have been recognized. I became interefted and 
even affected, by the varieties of light and fade that the fweet- 
planet over my head had given to the objects; when walking a few 
paces backward, to furvey the exterior of this pi€turefque little edi- 
fice of public worfhip, fomewhat of a hard-breathed figh aroufed 
my attention: the fudden movement of a light ftep, feveral times 
repeated, increafed the alarm. There came over me, a kind of 
chilling fenfation, which, it is probable, even heroes have felt on 
hearing unexpected founds after a ghoft-ftory, while alone and in 
the night; and though the foot-fteps were now clofe behind me, I 
had not refolution to turn round to fee from what or whom they 
proceeded: I fhifted ground a little more to the other fide of the 
church, and the inftant I did fo, I felt the fkirt of my coat forcibly 
{truck ; a hurried movement fucceeded. ‘This impelled me to prefs 
yet more round to the back of the building, where I remained ftill 
and filent, and with a palpitating breait, till I found every thing elfe 
fo. I was beginning to recede, when the moon flione on two large 
dark eyes ftaring full in my face! 

‘ Believe me, I fhall henceforth the lefs wonder, at the force of 
imagination in others, under the influence of certain fears, againft 
which no courage can ftand prepared. It was not immediately I 
could perceive, that over thofe eyes grew a pair of lofty antlers, the 
property of one of the Houghton bucks, and who had got, like 
myfelf, by ftealth into the church-yard, The long-drawn figh, 
heard at firft, was but the natural confequence of the poor animal’s 
refpiration in a comfortable nap, and the quick motion which fol- 
lowed, merely the natural effect of my own retrograde fteps, as they 
approximated the fod he had chofen for his bed, and being abruptly. 
driven out of it, Thus it is, my friend, that, not only confcience, 
but fancy 


6 doth make cowards of us all, 


And thus the native hue of Refolution 
Is ficklied o’er by the pale caft of Fear.” P, 258. 


Th mentioning living writers (and the book abounds with 
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juotations from their works) Mr. Pratt deals lavifhly in praife. 

Epithets of panegyric are beftowed with an indifcriminate 
profufion more creditable to the good nature of the author 
than to his judgement. ‘He {peaks of the profound Lavater and 
the interefiing Zimmerman—the one a very fhallow, the other 
a dull writer. 

How far Mr. Pratt may extend the prefent work, we cannot 
eafily conje€ture. The tour of Norfolk is not completed in 
the volume; and, with matter fo mifcellaneous, and a ftyle 
fo diffufe, it is obvious that the work may be dilated to almoft 
any length. The prolixity of ftyle is what we moft complain 
of ; Mr. Pratt {wells out his pages by expatiating on trite and 
trifling fubjects, like a fchoolboy who fpins a folitary maxim 
to the requifite extent of histheme. With the manner of this 
gentleman, however, general readers have long been ac- 

uainted ; and from the number of his publications it may 
faitly be inferred that they have been pleafed. Thofe who 
have been interefted by his former works will probably not be 
diffatishied with this. 

Some pieces of poetry occur in the volume. Mr. Pratt’s 
blank verfe is incorrect: occafionally the lines are too long, 
fometimes too fhort. . 





¢ To feed upon the vernal banquet as it blooms ;’ P. 39. 





z 
‘ Has prey’d! Efcap’d from that rude roar!’ P. 39. 





‘ Have rear’d their {mall, yet throne’d republick,’ Pp. 40. 


Lines like thefe are inadmiffible in blank verfe: they are 
not the immelodious lines which a poet may fometimes choofe 
to introduce ; they are incorreét in metre. 

_ We extract a paffage from the lines to the fea, the longeft 
poem in the voluine. 


¢ What though, while I paufe, 
That tinge of liquid gold, ev’n as I gaz’d, 
Has, from the changing fky abruptly funk 
As if into thy billow, leaving there 
The laft faint rofe.of eve,—new beauties pour 
Upon th’ enamour’d eye :—the dunner fades, 
‘The deeper clouds, that o'er thy bofom draw 
Their veils of fable, and yon beacon’s light, 
The friendly guide of nighted mariner ; 
The fcarce-heard fea-fong of the fifhing train, 
Settling their nets in yonder fearce-feen boats, 
Refolv’d to try the fortune of the tide :— 
The merry chat of homeward harvetters, 
_And tribe of village maids, and matron dames, 
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The leafing bundle on their heads, who ftop 

To gaze on penfive ftranger, and invite 

His bounty to increafe their gleaning ftore. 

Nor fhall their fellow-labourer refufe 

His pittance fcant, earn’d by a toil, perchance 

Lefs wearifome, but humble as their own : , 

Yet, oh! how cheaply may he fend them home | 
_ More light and gladfome with their fragrant load, 

Joyous as he whofe gen’rous fields fupplied 

Their gradual fheaf—their little granary. 

And, lo! from yonder fleeces in the eaft 

Of dappled yellow, light, with fhade awhile 

Contending, breaks the crefcent moon, and fhews 

Thy placid furface more ferenely fweet, 

Mild as her own foft beams. Ah! fay, fair Sea! 

Who, that had only feen thee thus adorn’d— 

Thy waves, chacing each other as in fport ; 

Thy founds—foft as the breeze that fans thy breaft, 

And lightly heaving, as with fighs of love— 

Say, who would think that thou couldft ever frown ? 

Who but would trutt thee,—ev’n as trufts the youth 

The lovely maid whofe all-attractive form 

And plaintive voice, and mien of gentlenefs, 

And afpeét bland, and beauty-dimpled cheek 

Has won his heart ?——Yes, and that youth himfelf, 

If haply now the all-attraéting maid, 

—While yet the moon her gentle luftre fhed,— 

Were at his fide—breathing a whifper’d wifh 

To tafte the breeze upon the frefhen’d wave, 

Would inftant feize on yonder flender fkiff, 

And its light canvas fpreading to the air, 

Sail, nothing fearful, with his freight away 

To lands unknown—relying on thy {mile.” Pp. 465. 





Voyages to the Eaft-Indies by the late Fohn Splinter Stavorinus. 
(Concluded from Vel. XXVIL New Arr. p.277.) 


W E left our interefting voyager at Amboyna, preparing 
to proceed to Surat. The voyage offers nothing intereiting, 
except the caufes of the danger in navigating the eaftern feas, 
among which we perceive the inaccuracy of the charts men- 
tioned with proper reprobation. One curious mollufca we 
will defcribe in our author’s words. It feems to be a fea ane- 
mone, and was obferved near the coaft of Arabia. 


‘ The figns of land ftill continued on the following day; and 
befides thefe, we Jaw many little round white fea-animals, of va- 
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rious fizes, fome being as large as a gilder piece, and others very 
little bigger than'a dubbeltje. I had fome taken up out of the fea, 
in order to take an accurate view of them. At firft, they appeared 
no more than inanimate marine produétions ; but having ftood ftill 
tor fome time in bowls of water, they proved to belong to the ani- 
mal kingdom. That which, floating in the fea, appeared like a 
piece of money, was a hard, bony, round fubftance, of about 
one-tenth of an inch in thicknefs, yet more or lefs flexible, di- 
vided on the upper fide into three circles, the outermoft of which 
was of a beautiful pearl-colour, the two others were a little darker ; 
fine ftrokes, like rays, clofe to each other, of a brighter hue than 
the circles, ran from the centre to the circumference, and were 
croffed by others, ruaning in a wavy direétion, but exaétly follow- 
ing the circular fhape of the whole itubftance: innumerable ani- 
malcule, like polypi, the longeit of which was not one-fourth of 
an inch in length, fpread themfelves out from the outer edge; fome 
of them had two branches upon one trunk, that fpread out like a 
fork, but moft were fingle. The glafs which I had to view thefe 
mollufca was but of fmall powers, yet I perceived by it that each 
of the abovementioned polypi were ftudded with feveral little tky- 
blue fpots, and their bodies were, lengthwife, in the form of a 
prifm, the fides of which, being convex, appeared of a tranfpa- 
rent blue. At the under part of this bony fubftance (for this crea- 
ture always fwam with what has juft been defcribed uppermoft) ap- 
peared an infinite collection of vermicular forms, clofely inter- 
twined together, of a dirty white colour. and which I was not able 
to feparate from each other. In the middle was a little lump, about 
a-line in fize, of an irregular fhape, in which fometimes an expan- 
fion and contraétion were vifible, as in the heart of a live animal. 
When the polypi were fully expanded, the whole appeared very 
much like a paflion. flower. 

‘ I was not able to keep one of thefe creatures alive for longer 
than three or four hours; during that time many of the polypi fell 


‘off from their common parent ftock, and fank down to the bot- 


tom of the bowl, without the leaft appearance of life remaining in 
them.’ Vol. ii. Pp. 436. 


Surat has been often defcribed; but we do not recolleé 
that any traveller has mentioned the degrees of its heat, o1 
the drynefs of its air, The thermometer was fometimes at 
106°, and the air occafionally fo dry, as to imitate the effects 
of the harmattan on the coaft of Africa. 

The account of the hofpital at Surat for fick, lame, or 
maimed animals, is curious: the care is extended even to 
worms and weovils in corn, and alfo, it is faid, to lice. 
Ovington gives a difgufting defcription of the means employed 
to procure for this creature, ‘ friend/y to man,’ its favourite 
‘food. 
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The Perfees are an aétive induftrious race, rapidly increaf- 
ing. We will quote our author’s account of them. , 


‘ They are much fairer than either the Moors or Gentoos, and 
do not differ much in complexion from the Spaniards : they have, 
in general, large eyes, aquiline nofes, and are well-proportioned. 

‘ Their women, who are ftill fairer than the men, are, generally 
fpeaking, tall and graceful: they have large piercing black eyes, 
- full of the moft fafcinating fire; their eyebrows are black, per- 
feétly arched, and placed at a proper diftance from the eyes, to add 
confiderably to the beauty of the face; the forehead is high; the 
nofe, like the fame feature in the men, has an aquiline bend; the 
mouth is fmall, and adorned with the moft beautiful pearly teeth ; 
the bofom is full, and the breafts moft fymmetrically rounded ; their 
legs are very handfome ; their deportment and gait is airy and graces 
ful; and their Moorifli attire loofe and gay. . 

* Thefe people, it is faid, are much addiAed to fenfual plea- 
fures, and are even guilty of the unnatural crimes, which were not 
a little prevalent among the ancient Perfians, and are not rare 
among the inhabitants of the country in which they at prefent 
refide. 

‘ They, however, marry no more than one woman at the fame 
time, and never any one but of their own nation, fo that they have 
preferved their race, through fo many ages, pure and unmixed 
with other nations, to the prefent day. 

‘ Adultery and fornication they punith amongft themfelves, and 
even by death; but they muft, however, give cognizance of any 
capital punifhment to the Moorifh government: the execution is 
performed in fecret, either by lapidation, drowning in the river, 
caftigation, or beating to death, and fometimes by poifon.” Vol, ii. 


Py 495- 


The complaifant manners and mutual toleration of the 
Moors, Gentoos, and Perfees, will appear from the following 
extract. | 


‘ Thefe three diftin@& nations, whofe religions are widely differ- 
ent from each other, exervife the greateit toleration and indulgence, 
in this refpeét, towards one another; no one is molefted on ac- 
count of his religion; they may..be feen together in, and near, 
the river, offering up their prayers, each to that being whom he 
adores, without any marks of derifion or contempt being fhewn by 
any one: this even goes fo far, that the days which one perfuafion 
look upon as holy, are alfo looked upon. with a degree of venera- 
tion by the others: when the holy fire of the Perfees is exhibited 
to the people, no Gentoo will either approach, or touch, fire, no 
more than the Periees themfelves.’ Vol. iii. P. 6. | 


The mode of building thips, at Surat, is very exact; and 
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the inhabitants reap the advantage of this attention in the du- 
rability of their veffels. One fhip, which was in exiftence 
when our author was firft at Surat, about the year 1775, was 
ftyled the “ old fhip,’ in a letter written feventy-three years 
before. 

The conqueft of Surat, by the India company, is firft de- 
tailed according to Mr. Cambridge’s account, and afterwards 
from the information which M. Stavorinus received in that 
country, not fo favourable to the Englifh. Indeed, our au- 
thor’s reprefentations of the conduét of the company’s fervants, 
both in the acquifition of Surat, and of their fubfequent political 
arrangements, are highly unfavourable, and, we have reafon to 
think, unjuft. Delegated authority is liable to abufe ; but 
there is little foundation for fuppofing, that errors fo grofs and 
enormous have been committed. The author feems to have 
perromery fuffered in fome difputes; and the rivalry of the 
Englifh in commerce has difpoffeffed the Dutch of a very va- 
luable trade—hinc illz lacryme—But, if the Englith are de- 
fenfible, we with that they were defended. ‘The tranflator, 
author of fome ufeful notes, and feemingly well acquainted 
with the commercial bufinefs of the Eaft, is filent on the 
fubject. 

in his return to Batavia, M. Stavorinus obferved the zo- 
diacal light. The obfervation with which his account of it 
concludes, is the more important, as it fuggefts fome doubts 
refpecting its fuppofed caufe. 


$ On the gth of January, and for feveral following days, we faw 
every evening, from feven to eight o’clock, the zodiacal light in 
' -the weft, in the fame manner as we had before feen it, in the 
month of Oétober, in the eaft; but it was then more bright, and 
nearer approaching to twilight, alfo more vifible, and terminating 
in a point; the time when I faw this appearance at the ftrongeft, 
was on the 21it of January, at half paft feven o’clock in the even- 
ing, in north latitude 8° 30’, abreaft of Coylang, om the coaft of 
Malabar, three leagues off: it then appeared as light and clear as 
the breaking of the day, about a quarter of an hour before fun- 
_ fife; its bafe ftood upon a dark cloud, fuch as the feamen call a 
~ fog-bank, which rofe about three degrees above the horizon; the 
breadth of the light was, atthe bottom, nearly 10°, and it was vi- 
fible to the height of 40°, where:it terminated in a pyramidal form. 
It was ftill vifible at nine o’clock, but not half fo bright as be- 
fore ; it darkened the luftre of moft of the ftars that were within 
its range; but I never faw the zodiacal light, without a cloud, or 
fog-bank, upon which its bafis refted.’ Vol. iii. p. 190. 


The account of the Malabar coaft is of too early a date to 
be interefting at this time ; nor wauld the reader be highly gra- 
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tified with the defcription of the Dutch fettlements at Cochin, 
or with the mention of the petty difputes with the native 
princes. The trade of this coaft feems always to have been 
carried on with lofs ; but whether from its nature, or from 
the mifmanagement of the fervants of the company, is un- 
certain, as we cannot decide whether the purchafe of pepper 
from the native princes by contract, or at the market prices, 
be preferable. On the whole, the interefts of the Dutch 
company feem, in fome circumftances, to have been compro- 
mifed, and in others facrificed to the avarice of its fervants. 

The whitenefs of the water which M. Stavorinus obferved 
near the coaft of Arabia, and which other navigators have 
mentioned as occurring in the feas between Amboyna and 
Banda, is a curious phenomenon. The mott fatisfactory ac- 
count of it occurs in the notes. 


‘ It appears from Valentyn, that this phenomenon, which he 
calls het witwater (the white water), occurs twice every year in 
the feas around Banda; the firft time, when it is denominated the 
little witwater, it takes place at the new moon, in June; it is but 
flight in July, but does not entirely fubfide before the fame appear- 
ance occurs again at the new moon in Auguft, when it is called the 
great witwater. In the day-time the fea appears as ufual; but in 
the night it affumes a milkwhite hue, and the reflection of it in the 
air is fo great, that the fky cannot be diftinguifhed from the water. 


Land is very eafily difcerned by night in it, for the land appears ' 


very black in the middle of the whitenefs. Very little fith is 
caught during the time that it lafts, but afterwards fo much the 
more; the fifth do not like the water, and the clearnefs of it makes 
them eafily fee the fifhing-tackle and boats, and conféquently avoid 
them. It has likewife been obferved to rot the bottoms of veffels 
which lie much in it. It throws up, on the fhores where it reaches, 
a great deal of flime and filth, and likewife different {pecies of blub- 
- ber or mollufca, bezaantjes (holothuria phyfalis, or Portuguefe 
men of war), &c. It is dangerous for {mall veflels to be at fea in 
the night, where it comes, as, though it may be calm, the fea al- 
ways rolls with heavy furges, enough to overfet {mall veffels; and 


it feems as if they were occafioned by fubaqueous exhalations preff- 


ing upwards for a vent. It is chiefly feen between Banda, and the 
fouth-eaftern iflands, to the fouthward of the iflands of Aroe and 
the Keys, down to Tenimber, where the heaviett rolling of the fea 
is obferved, and Timor Laut; it runs weftward as far as Timor ; 

and to the north, it is met with on the fouth coait of Ceram, keep. 
ing, however, to the fouth of the Uliaffers and Amboyna, where 
it appears in large flripes. This milk-fea, as Valentyn emphati- 
cally calls it, is clearly feen in the night, from the hills at Am- 
boyna, ftretching towards Banda; for at Amboyna itfelf it does not 
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properly occur, having only been known once to have reached that 
ifland, namely, in 1656. When it begins to abate, it runs along the 
iflands of Omo, and Ende, of Floris, and finally, in ftripes, as far 
as Bouton, and even to Saleyer, and the coaft of Celebes, where 
it gradually lofes itfelf in the other fea water, or mixes with it. 
The more tempeftuous the weather proves, the more it rains, and 
the harder the fouth-eaft trade-wind blow s, the more this white wa- 
ter is feen. It is entirely unknown whience it proceeds ;, but it has 
generally been fuppofed to come from the gulph of Carpentaria. 
Some have confidered the whitenefs as occafioned by myriads of 
animalcule ; and others have afcribed it to a fubtle, fulphureous, 
marine exhalation, which they have fuppofed to arife from the bot- 
tom of the fea, and to become condenfed in the water. But 
though brimftone be produced in confiderable quantities at Am- 
boyna and Banda, and likewife upon Nila, Teeuwer, Dammer 
(three iflands, fouth of the two former, and between them and 
Timor, little known to any but the Dutch), and elfewhere in thefe 
parts, yet, fays Valentyn, if the white water were caufed by that 
circumftance, it would be obferved wherever fulphur is found in 
large quantities: but, unable to affign any other reafon, he leaves 
the folution of this phenomenon to be determined by future difco- 
verers and naturalifts. He likewife fays, it has been obferved at 
the Mayotte or Comora iflands, to the north-weftward of Mada- 
gafcar, and between it and the main land of Africa. Valentyn 
Befchryving van Ooft Indien, vol. ii. pages 137 and 138, and 
vol. iii. part ii. pages to and 11. TT.’ Vol. iii. Pp. 283. 


The defcription of Java is full and accurate, forming a 
good fupplement to the remarks of Thunberg. The rivers 
of Java are numerous, but fhallow, and, in the good mon- 
foon, dry. ‘The barometer, as is ufual in stead countries, 
is very ftationary, and the thermometer not fo high asin many 
parts of the torrid zone. 

The articles which Java offers are valuable. The common 
rice is well known. ‘That which is planted in the rainy fea- 
fons, on the mountains, does not require to be inundated: M. 
Stavorinus thinks it inferior to the other forts. The plants 
are indeed lefs prolific ; but the gyain is faid, by Mr. Marf- 
den, to be whiter, of a better flavour, and more hardy. Pep- 
~ per comes from the coaft of Malabar, and various other parts ; 
but the country of Bantam produces the largeft quantity 
which the company receives. Sugar is another ufeful pro- 
duétion. It has been calculated, that the province of Jacatra 
alone can produce ten millions of pounds of fugar, yielding 
annually a profit of more than 87,ocol. fterling. Coffee is 
another production of importance ; for the province of Ja- 
catra (including the adjoining eflates of Cheribon), with -the 
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Preanger lands *, furnifhed, in 1768, nearly four millions and 
a half of pounds. Timber, cotton, indico, turmeric, lon 
pepper, falt, and cubebs, are equally furnifhed by this ifland, 
but are dearly purchafed by numerous and valuable lives. 

The whole population of Java and of Madura, a neigh- 
bouring ifland, always connected with it, was in 1777 within 
a million, the number having been greatly diminifhed fince 
1738. 

‘ he Javahefe are dull and indolent, and form a ftrikin 
contraft to the Chinefe fettled in the ifland, who are chearful, 
active, and induftrious. 


‘ The Javanefe are, in general, well fhaped, of a light-brown 
colour, with black eyes and hair; their eyes are more funk in the 
head than is generally obferved in the nations living fouth of the 
Jine ; they have flattifh nofes, and large mouths; they are moftly 
thin, yet mufcular; a few corpulent men among them make no ex- 
ception to this general defcription. ‘The women, when young, 
have much fofter features than the men, but when they grow old, 
imagination cannot well conceive more hideous hags. 

‘ The drefs of the men confifts of a pair of linen breeches, 
which fearcely reach half way down their thighs, and over this they 
wear a fort of fhirt, made of blue or black coarfe cotton cloth, 
which hangs loofe about them, down below the knees. The hair 
of the head is bound up in a handkerchief, in the form of a 
turban. 

‘ The drefs of the women confifts of a coarfe chintz cloth, 
wrapped twice round the body, and faftened under the breafts, 
hanging down io the mid leg, or lower; over this they wear a little 
fhort jacket, which reaches to the waift: they have no covering to 
the head, but wear their hair bound ina fillet, and faftened at the 
back part of the head with large pins: they fometimes adorn their 
hair with chaplets of flowers. 

‘ Children, both boys and girls, often run about entirely naked, 
till they are eight or nine years of age. Vol. iil. p. 377. 


The Dutch colonifts of Batavia chiefly ftudy to acquire mo- 
ney—rem, quocunque modo rem—to which they facrifice 
every comfort, and, in a large proportion, their lives. The 
Janguor occafioned by the tropical fun, and the unhealthy 
miafmata, is roufed only by the defire of amaffing riches. 
The great mortality arifes from the effluvia of the canals ; 
from the filth accumulated by want of attention to cleanli- 
nefs; from the mollufce and other putrifying marine fub- 
ftances, thrown up by the fea, and retained by the bufhes and 
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* The Preanger lands are thofe which did not originally belong to Jacatra, 
but have been united to that province fince the year 1677; 
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grafs ; and from the flagnation and corruption of the air in 
the intervals of the breezes. 


¢ On making a comparifon between the number of deaths, and 
‘the remaining fervants of the company, at Batavia, and thofe at 
the other fettlements, it appears, that out of five thoufand four 
hundred and ninety Europeans, who were prefent at Batavia, ac- 
cording to the annual mutter, on the 30th of June, 1768 (of which 
number, however, one thoufand three hundred and thirty-eight 
were patients in the hofpitals), two thoufand four hundred and 
thirty-four died in the fpace of the enfuing twelve months: and 
that the number of the company’s fervants, at all the out-fettle- 
ments, was found equally, on the lafi day of June of the fame 
year, according to mufter, to amount to fourteen thoufand four 
hundred and feventy Europeans ; of whom, one thoufand fix hun- 
dred and thirty~feven died in the year following: whence it ap- 
pears, that the proportion of the dead to the living is, at Batavia, 
as twelve to twenty-feven, which is almoft one half, and at the 
out-fettlements, as eleven to one hundred, or fomething lefs than 
one-ninth. The company, therefore, lofe, in general, every year 
one fixth part of their fervants. And they experienced a lofs, in 
the fame proportion, during the fame period of twelve months, 
upon the crews of thirty-feven fhips navigating in India; and of 
the crews of twenty-feven fhips that failed from Europe, in 1768- 
1769, which altogether amounted, by their mutter-rolls, to five 
thoufand nine hundred and feventy one hands, the number of dead 
was nine hundred and fifty-nine, which is equally very near to one 
in fix.’ Vol. ill, Pp. 412. 

The account of Java is concluded by fome judicious re- 
flexions on the decline of the company’s affairs, and its caufes. 
One great caufe is, the unprincipled rapacity of its fervants ; 
but another, apparently in our author’s eyes of greater mag- 
nitude, remains—an attention to territorial acquilition, rather 
than to commercial purfuits. 

On our author’s return, he remained fome time at the Cape. 
Of the inhabitants of the town he gives an unfavourable por- 
trait. Their kindnefs and civility are interefted ; their liftlefs- 
nefs and languor deprive them of the power of ufeful exer- 
tion ; their mode of living, by letting lodgings, or boarding 
the voyager, narrows their minds ; and, as as aa in this 
line is ufelefs, fo it is foon forgotten, or from the begin- 
ping neglected. The women are reprefented as pleating ; 
but it is a gloffy exterior, which fcarcely conceals ignorance, 
inactivity, and fluttifhnefs. The farmers, on the contrary, 
are faid to be active and intelligent, as well as honeft and in- 
genuous. They are the fame race, however, in different cir- 
cumftances, with different employments, objects, and pur- 


fuits. 
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What our author has added to his former account of the 
Cape is not fufficiently interefting to detain us, though of 
importance to the conductors of the new fyftem which muft 
be adopted there. The difcovery of the river by colonel 
Gordon, whether it be the great river of Sparrman, or fome 
other—whether its embouchure be in the Eaftern or Atlantic 
ocean—muft be an object of great confequence. Of the er- 
rors and defeéts of the company’s former management ‘we 
need at prefent fay nothing. The voyage homeward affords 
no fubje&t of particular remark, 

The firft and fecond numbers of the appendix contain the 
regulations and orders refpeCting the commiffions and emolu- 
ments to be enjoyed by the company’s fervants at Batavia, and 
the out-factories. The third number contains the regulations 
for the receipt and delivery of cargoes at the fame places. 
The fourth number is very important, comprifing the returns 
made to the United Provinces, from the Eaft-Indies, from 
1597 to 1724; and, from 1613 to 1713, the particular fums 
for which the different chambers were interefted. The fifth 
relates to the trade of the company from 1720 to 1729; and 
in the fixth is a ftatement of the original capital ftock of each 
chamber. In the feventh, the dividends on the ftock, from 
1604 to 1780, with the revolutions in its value, from 1723 to 
1780; and, inthe eighth, the various articles, and quantities 


of each, fold at the company’s fales, from 1775 to 1779, are 


fpecified. In the ninth is an extract from the Herbal ot H. B. 
Oldelard ; and the laft number contains the life of De Klerk, 
who, from the fituation of a private mariner, raifed himfelf, 
by his fpirit, perfeverance, ability, and integrity, to the rank 
of governor-general. 

Such are the moft important contents of a work, which, 
though the materials were long ago collected, may be pro- 
nounced ftill valuable. For the more recent information, we 
are indebted to the tranflator; but he would have deferved the 
thanks of the public ina greater degree, had he omitted what 
was generally known, and prefixed to each volume a table of 
contents. At prefent, however, his merits are by no means 
incontiderable ; and the information which thefe volumes con- 
tain will give them a permanent importance. While the re- 
volutions in the Eaft are changing almoft every eftablifhment, 
thefe accounts will at leaft fhew what has been, and from 
what {mall beginnings empires fo extenfive have arifen. 
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4 Praétical Synopfis of the Materia Alimentavia, and Materia 
Medica. By the Author of the Thefaurus Medicaminum. 
Vol. I. 8vo. 6s. 6d. Boards. Baldwin. 


HAVING waited in vain for the fecond volume of this 
opfis, we muft no longer delay the account of a work 
which we withed to have confidered as a whole, and intended 
to have introduced with fome remarks on the comparative 
value of the Englith fyftems of materia medica. We could 
only have confidered the comparative value, fince we think 
that all are defe€tive, and that the defects are the lefs excu- 
fable, as the fubject, in all its branches, is confidered at length 
by various authors whofe works we commonly meet with. 
The extent of the fubject, viewed as a whole, may have de- 
terred modern inquirers; yet, if unneceflary digreffions be 
avoided, the bulk would not terrify even the indolent ftudent. 
While the Materia Medica comprehends the juvantia and 
lzedentia, and the object of one who treats of it is not only to 
defcribe the medicine, and afcertain its identity, but to detail 
the various properties and ufes of each fubftance, the plan of 
the author muft differ in each of the three kingdoms of na- 
ture. ‘The medicines procured from the animal kingdom are 
few ; but, as aliment is ufually joined with medicine, numerous 
objects of attention aie drawn from it. Few authors, fince 
the time of Dr. Cullen, have neglected to notice the fcientific 
names of the animals from which both food and medicines are 
drawn ; but, in general, they have followed the arrangement 
of natural hiftory, and broken the fubject into as many parts 
as we find titles. They feem to forget that the qualities of 
different diets, in general, are the objects of attention rather 
than the quality of each. food, though the latter, in a fubordi- 
nate view, deferves notice. Dr. Home fuggefted a better plan, 
dividing diet, according to the language of Celfus, into smbe- 
cilla, media, and valens materia; but he omitted the fubordi- 
nate arrangements which would have rendered his fyftem more 
perfe&t; we mean the divifion of animal and vegetable fub- 
ftances, according to their weak, their moderate, or their pow- 
erful nutricious qualities. In this way only can we expect a 
fatisfa€tory fyftem of dietetics. In the animal kingdom, as an 
object of diet, genera only require notice, fince the fpecies 
differ very little in their qualities. When we confider it as af« 
fording medicines, more minute diftinétion is neceffary ; but 
few are now employed from that kingdom of nature. 
The vegetable kingdom is the great fource of medicinal fub- 
ftances. San the time of Dr. Cullen, many authors have 
pointed out the natural clafs to which the vegetable treated of 
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belongs. Natural claffification has indeed been greatly im- 
proved by Murray; yet we think that, in his labours, the phy- 
fician has yielded to the botanift ; and, in general, the fame 
medicinal properties, in the Linnzan claffes, are lefs broken 
than in thofe cf Murray. In afcertaining the fpecies, every 
author is now Careful in referring to Linnwus: This method 
might fave the long botanical defcriptions in the compilation 
of Lewis; for thofe who with for the natural characters might 
there find them, or be referred to Ray. One other reference, 
however, is neceffary, which late authors have fometimes neg- 
le&ted—the name of the plant in Cafpar Bauhin’s Pinax. One 
very frequent omiffion fhould next be fupplied; we mean the 
fentible properties of each fubftance. It is, with fome furprife 
that we have found the accurate and inftru@ive fyftem of Ber- 
gius do often overlooked, We will tranflate a fpecimen of his 
concife, pointed defcription, in his account of the fenfible qua- 
lities of cafcarilla. * Sme//, aromatic, not unpleafing; tafe, 
aromatic, bitterifh ; when matfticated, divided with fufficient 
eafe, having gradually a more bitter tafte during mattication, 
the bitternefs remaining on the tongue. It is kindled by flame, 
and burns with a vivid light; but, when removed from the 
flame, is foon extinguifhed, and exhales a fmoke whofe odour 
is pleafing, flightly refembling amber, and producing fome in- 
toxication.’ If the defcription of the fhape and appearance of 
the fubftance be omitted, thofe fenfible qualities fhould be re- 
tained‘in every fyitem. 3 

The great difficulty which muft occur to every author of a 
fyftem of materia medica, is what to reject and what to admit. 
No fyftem, within moderate bounds, can comprehend every 
thing which fancy, fuperftition, or fraud, have at times fuggeit- 
ed; nor, on the other hand, fhould the writer limit his work 
within the bounds of the lift di€tated by the medical college of 
his own nation. In this point fancy, and fometimes prejudice, 
have decided ; but we think the lifts fthould be fuller than we 
have found them, and it would not greatly. increafe the bulk 
of the work, if, at the end of each clafs, all the other medicines 
referible to it were brought together with marks of diftin@tion 


“where they are fecmingly of value, and of doubt or of repro- 


bation, if uncertain or trifling. 

The mineral kingdom offers few fubjects of remark. The 
mineralogical genera or {pecies may be fafely neglected ; but 
a reference fhould be made to the moft able chemifts, and 
fhort chemical ftatements are requifite. In this and other re- 
{pects, Gmelin, in his continuation of Murray’s apparatus, 
appears to have failed; and in every view he may be faid 
Jfequi patrem non paffibus aquis. 
~ We have not always found the language and conduct of 
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authors on the materia medica to be exactly what we could 
have withed. An equal detail is often employed on the virtues 
of a lettuce, and thofe of the Peruvian bark. This is no incon- 
fiderable fault in Dr. Murray’s fyftem. Clear defcriptions, a 

eneral and comprehenfive view of difputed queftions, and a 
aetail proportioned to the importance of the medicine, are re- 
quifites which we have not always obferved. 

It is now time to confider the work that has occafioned this 
long introduction, which, however, will not be wholly ufelefs, 
as it will facilitate and fhorten our examination of the fynopfis 
before us; for it is truly fuch, though not without many marks 
of extenfive and judicious refearch. The principal Englith 
works our author confiders as defective. 


* In treating of each article, the following method has been pur- 
fued. Suppofing it to be a vegetable, the generic and trivial names 
of Linnzus are firft given; then the clafs and order to which it be- 
longs in the fexual fyftem ; then the natural order, as improved by 
Murray in his Apparatus Medicaminum ; then the country of which 
it is a native; then the officinal name, and the part or parts ufed in 
medicine ; then the Englifh name; then its aétion upon the human 
body ; the difeafes in which it is ferviceable ; the dofes and forms 
in which it is prefcribed; the auxiliaries with which it is joined ; 
the preparations and compofitions direéted to be made frem it in 
the London and Edinburgh pharmacopeeias, with the relative pro- 


‘portions of the other ingredjents in thofe compofitions; the dofes 


of fuch preparations and compofitions ; and, laftly, references to 
authors of celebrity, who have written upon the fubjeét under con- 


fideration.’ P. viii. 


This plan is comprehenfive and judicious; yet, from what 


-we have obferved refpecting the requifites of an inftructive 


treatife of the materia medica, fome important circumftances 
have been overlooked. Some of the defects, indeed, are fup- 
plied by Woodville, and fome by Lewis ; but, if thefe authors 
were complete, a fynopfis would be of little ufe, and, in effential 
points, it fhould not have been neceffary to apply to larger 
fy{ftems. In the details, our author’s care feems to have been 
difproportioned. In confidering tea, it might have been ob- 
ferved, that ‘to the labourer it does not fupply adequate nu- 
triment, and, while it weakens the body, it renders the nerves 
more irritable,’ without expanding the philippic to two pages. 
In the fquill it might have been noticed that ¢ it was too ftimu- 
lating to be ufeful in inflammation, till the active force of the 
fever was weakened ; that age injured the root, and too great 
heat in the preparation deftroyed its virtues ;’ and it might 
have been added as a queftion, rather than pofitively decided, 
‘ whether honey was a proper intermede,.’ The obfervations 
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on {quills are extended to a difproportioned length, and are 
laboured with all the eagernefs of a difputant. As a fpecimen 
of the author’s manner, we will infert an article in which we. 
find fome new information, and fomething to reprehend. 


¢ Afphaltum. (Bitumen Judaicum). Jews’ pitch. This bitu« 
minous fubftance has been given by fome practitioners, in dofes of 
ten or fifteen grains, triturated with fugar, in fome pulmonic dif- 
orders; but this practice is, in our opinion, not very commend- 
able. The empyreumatic oil, oleum afphalti, obtained by diftilling 
the afphaltum by itfelf, is a medicine of more note ; though we will 
not affert that, as an expectorant, it is of more efficacy. On ace 
count of its ftimulant and heating qualities, it certainly canfiot be 
proper in inflammatory affections of the lungs; and notwithftand- 
ing all that has been faid in favour of it in phthifis pulmonalis by 
Courcelles (Acta Societatis Med. Hafnienfis, Vol. II.) Healde (on 
the ufe of oleum afphalti in ulcers of the inteftines, lungs, &c. 
1769) Lentin (Memorabilia circa morbos Claufthalenfium, 1779) 
and others, we have never yet been induced to prefcribe it in con. 
fumptive cafes, from a perfuafion that it coincides in its general 
qualities with the tolu and other balfams. Yet, that we may not 
appear to under-rate the value of this article too much, we fhall 
here infert the obferyations which Dr. Bang, of Copenhagen, has 
made upon it (Praxis Medica, 1789). The oleum afphalti, fays 
this author, is perhaps entitled to the firft place among the proper 
antiphthifical remedies. In fome inftances it anfwered very well 
(quibufdam fufficientem opem preeftitit) in others it afforded relief, 
It corrects the bad fmell of the fputum, and feems to promote its 
difcharge from the lungs; but it does no good whete the -voige is 
thick or hoarfe, with (much) fever, haemoptyfis, or a difpofition 
thereto; nor in the laft ftage of the difeafe. Six or eight drops 
may be given night and morning in cold water, It fhews its ef- 
fects in a few days, when, if its operation is favourable, it may be 
continued for a iength of time; if not, it fhould be laid afide;as it 
would be of no ufe to go on with it longer. Other praétitioners 
give this medicine in larger dofes, viz. ten or fifteen drops upon a 
lump of fugar, or mixed up with a mucilage.’ P. 167, 


When we fpoke of reprehenfion, we alluded to the timidi 
which our author and other practitioners feel refpecting the 
ufe of balfams, as they are ftyled, in phthifis. It has been long 
fince pointed out, and we find it from experience to be true, 
that in cafes where aétive inflammation is not confiderable, 
ftimulant expectorants are often ufeful. There is frequently ig 
the fecretory veffels, during phthifis, a languor which prevents 
the excretion of fputum ; and a topical ftimulus is frequentl 
of fervice, without increafing inflammation, It cannot alfo 
have efcaped pra¢titioners, that a relaxation of the bronchial 
veffels, exciting cough to procure excretion, has been miftaken 
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by the moft able phyficians for phthifis ; and no one will pres 
tend that he can clearly diftinguith this difeafe in every in- 
ftance. ‘To omit therefore, in weak phlegmatic conftitutions, 
the occafional ufe of thefe ftimulants, would be often to neg- 
lec&t remedies of real importance. 

~ The obfervations on rhododendron, though too long, are 
judicious, 

_ € Rhododendron Chryfanthum. Decandria. Monogynia. Bi- 
cornes. Frutex, Siberia. (Folia et Ramuli). Rhododendron. 
For the firft account of the medicinal properties of this fhrub, we 
are indebted to Gmelin and Pallas. The leaves and young branches 
are the parts that are in ufe. They are boiled or fteeped in water. 
The decoétion has a difagreeable {mell, and to the tafte is rough, 
bitter, and acrid. When made ftrong, and taken freely, it produces 
intoxication. Gaelim relates in his Flora Sibirica, that the inha- 
bitants on the banks of the river Lena, who, in their flrooting and 
hunting excurfions and in getting the glacies maria (Mufcovy talc) 
are obliged to climb fteep and almoft inacceffible mountains, have 
recourfe to ‘this decoction to remove violent pains of the knee-joints 
to which they are liable from.thefe occupations. And Pallas men- 
tions, in his travels (fee alfo his Flora Roflica) that it is acommon and 
fuccefsful remedy among fome of the Tartar tribes, in arthritic and 
other painful diforders. They drink it till it brings.on fome degree 
of vertigo and confufion of the head, which effeéts are generally 
accompanied. by a tingling fenfation in the parts affeéted, and an 
abatement of pain. In confequence of thefe teftimonies in its fa- 
vor, trials were made of it firft in Ruffia, then in Germany, and af- 
terwards in Sweden, and other parts of the continent, and alfo in 
Scotland, Profeflor Kélpin gave it to fifteen patients, fomegof 
whom were gouty, fome arthritic, and others affected with chronic 
rheumatifm. In almoft all it appeared to afford fome relief, and in - 
the majority it removed the complaints. In moderate dofes it pro- 
duced little fenfible effe& ; but when taken in large quantities it 
brought on naufea, vomiting, purging, tranfitory difturbance of vi- 
‘fion with epiphora, fueezing, tingling in the nofe, burning fenfation 
in the throat, tightnefs,acrofs the cheft, and in feveral inftances the 
intoxication or ftupefaction before mentioned. It was found (as 
might naturally be expected from this account of its operation) to 
be improper where there was a full pulfe’ with much fever. An 
infufion of this vegetable was prefcribed by Dr. Hone to three pa- 
tients in the Edinburgh hofpital, but not with the fame fuccefs. 
On thefe experiments it has been remarked, i ft, that in two out of 
the three cafes there was too much fever at the time the infufion 
was adminiftered; 2ndly, That, even if there had been no fever, the 
medicine being given in infufion inftead of decoétion, was not of a 
proper degree of ftrength; 3dly, That fufficient time was not al- 
lowed for it to produce its full effeét, the medicine being left off in 
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two cafes out of the three on the fourth day from its firft exhibition,; 
and 4thly, That conclufions drawn from fo few as three trials only, 
and under the exceptionable circumftances above mentioned, cat 
have very little weight. It is worthy of notice, that the patient 
who took the infufion for the greateft length of time and who feems 
to have been by far the fitteft fubjeét for the experiment, “ was 
cured by one dofe of Dover’s powder,” given the night after the 
infufion was laid afide. It is fomewhat extraordinary that a cafe 
of chronic rheumatifm, of more than four months ftanding, fhould 
thus fuddenly give way to a fingle dofe of this powder ! Is it to be 
inferred that the rhododendron infufion, which the patient had 
been taking for ten days before, and which had produced plentiful 
perfpiratiop, had no fhare in this falutary change, becaufe it did not 
happen. till the day after the infufion was difcontinued.? But fup- 
pofing the rhododendron to be unequal to the cure of chronic 
theumatifm, by itfelf; yet if, after ten days ufe, it can render the 
‘difeafe removeable by a fingle dofe of an opiate powder, it furely 
‘cannot be regarded as a trifling or inefficacious medicine. The 
fenfible effeéts of the rhododendron infufion in Dr. Home's patients 
were head-ach, giddinefs, drewfinefs, naufea, and fometimes purg= 
ing. In one inftance it increafed the quantity of urine and brouglit . 
out copious fweats. Befides the cafes above mentioned, two hie 
ftories of arthritic patients are related by Zahn, in w hich, after other 
remedies had been tried in vain, the rhododendron given in decoc- 
tion effected a cure. On the whole, therefore, the evidence of thofe 
practitioners who have given this plant a fair trial is fufficiently fa- 
vourable to induce phyficians to have recourfe to it in fuch obfti- 
nate rheumatic and arthritic ‘affe€tions as refift the guaiacum and 
other fudorifics. It would be no difficult matter to get a fupply of 
# through Ruffia and Germany; -and for medical purpofes the 
leaves and twigs are as good, when dried, as they are in the recent 
ftate. The decoétion is prepared and ufed in the following man- 
mer. Put from two drachms to half an ounce of the twigs and leaves 
into a pot, add to them about ten ounces of water, cover the pot 
over with a clofe lid, and keep the whole in a ftate of gentle ebul- 
lition for twenty-four hours. Of the ftrained liquor give an ounce 
or more, once -or twice a day. It is advifeable to begin with a 
weak decoétion at firft, and gradually to increafe the ftrength and 
quantity of the medicine, and frequency of repetition, according to 
its effects. KGlpin’s Praétical Obfervations on the Ufe of the Rho- 
dodendron (in the German tongue) 1779. Home’s Clinical Expe- 
riments (fecond edition)" 1782. Zahn de Rhododendro, 1783. 
Murray’s Apparat. Med. Vol. VI. 1792. Woodville’s Med. Bo- 
tany,-1792, Vol. III. p. 404, where it is erroneoufly remarked, that 
this plant is not to be found.in Murray’s Apparatus Med. ; 

- © N.-B. It was natural to fuppofe ‘that other fpecies of the genus 
rhododendron might poffefs properties fimilar, and perhaps not in- 
ferior to thofe of the rhododendron chryfanthum. Accordingly 
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trials have been made with the rhododendron ferrugineum, a nativé 
of the Swifs and Italian Alps, and confequently more eafily pro 
‘cured than the Siberian plant. It appears, however, that the Eu- 


fopzan falls far fhort of the Afiatic fpecies, in medical efficacy ; fo 
that the one cannot properly be fubftituted for the other.’ Pp. 257. 


Having confidered the medicinal part of this work, we will 
now {peak of the materia alimentaria. ‘The order is that of 
the rMtural hiftorian; and of courfe the fubje&t ts too much 
broken. The lift of alimentary fubftances, however, is large ; 
and the charaéters of the different foods are correct, Much 
is confefledly taken from Plenck’s Bromatologia. In the in- 
trodu@tion, the writer cenfures Dr. Cullen for fuppofing the 
nutritive parts of vegetables to be acid, fugar, and oil. . He res 
folves them into mucilage, oil, and gluten. Late difcoveries 
feem to confirm the profeffor’s do&rine ; and our author ap- 
pafently differs from him in affuming the mucilage, &c. as the 
ultimate principles rather than the form in which the nutritious 
particles are applied. 
3 4 
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Falfe Shame : a Comedy, in Four A&s, Tranflated from the Gers 
man of Kotzebue. Svo. 2s. Wernor and Hood. 1799. 


WE are here prefented with another comedy from the in- 
exhauftible genius of Kotzebue. The ftory is interefting. 
Captain Erlach vifits his old friend Flaxland: he finds him 


married. 


* Erlack. Thou haft ventured upon a fecond marriage, as I tfh- 
derftand. 

* Flax. An excellent woman ! 

* Erlach, May be ;~yet this ftyle of living—thou knoweft me 
it is not after my way. 

* Flax. Doft think it is agreeable to me? 

* Erlach, Why doft thou fuffer what thou could’ft prevent ? 

*% Flax. I am twenty years older than my wife—fhould I check 
her accuftomed youthful amufements ? 

© Erlach. Thou fhould’ft have taken that fooner into confidera- 
fiof. 

* Flax. tlov’dt 

¢ Erlach. ¥f thou preacheft of love, I have done: 

* Flax. Has Erlach never acknowledged a miftrefs ? 

¢ Erlach. Friend, it is with love, as with the fmall pox—-whe 
@capes it in youth, is feldom or ever infected. 
_ * Flax. (/miling) But when caught, it is the more dangerous ;—~ 
tho’ to be ferious—in thy prefent fituation, what could’ft thou de 
“more fenfible than to marry ? ; 
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* Erlack. What? why thoot myfelf—that were more rational ! 

* Flax. What, ever the inveterate woman-hater ? 

* Erlach. If the woman is worthlefs, it is bad—and if good, it ig 
still worfe. 

* Flax, Thou art in jeft ? 

‘ Erlach. Not inthe leaft—I fhould love an amiable woman. 

* Flax. So much the better, 

* Erlach. So much the worfe :—a man who loves his wife, be; 
comes the flave of his own heart—her defires, which he may not be 
able to gratify, torment him more than her, 

§ Flax. An amiable woman cherifhes no fuch defires. 

© Erlach. But defires are like duit, that infinuates itfelf thro’ bolts 
and ‘locks. 

* Flax, And by the breath of love is blown away. 

‘ Erlach. Item—who takes unto himfelf a wife, muft wean him- 
felf from an hundred little habits; which, fince ten years, have be- 
come a fecond nature, and to which mankind generally adhere moré 
obftinately, than either to their virtues or vices :—every one has 
his favourite difh—the chair he prefers fitting upon—his place at 
table, and fo forth :—-fuddenly, appears a female, as the houfeliold 
legiflatrix, and every thing muft be moulded into another thape— 
the man wifhes to dine on 1 roaft beef—but to pleafe Madam, it muft 
be fricaffeed—the carriage is ordered, when he would rather be on 
horfeback—and he abftains from tobacco, becaufe the diflikes the 
{mell, 

© Flax. (/miling) Trifles! : 

¢ Erlach, Saplings have their roots—which on all fides capil’ 
themfelves in the foil—and at my years, a man diflikes tearing up a 
flower, and even were it a weed. 

© Flax, At thy years! why man—thou ftandeft as yet with at 
leaft one foot in thy youthful luftre. 

‘ Erlack, But let us finally bring the dear creature to her fick 
bed—the has head-aches, I tremble— no appetite, nor I neither—~— 
a fever, Tam befide myfelf—and at length, a lying-in-—-I am ex- 

iring thro’ anxiety. No brother, this is not my calling. 

‘ Flax. But haft thou no conception of wedded blifs? 

* Erlach. O! yes :—thou lookeft the picture of connubial 
blifs !—and doft thou not include yonder tumultuous revelry in thy 
catalogue of wedded joys? 

‘ Flax, (with a figh) That might be otherwife, and peradvens 
ture may be otherwife ! 

‘ Erlach. Prithee fay, where does the fhoe pinch thee ? 

‘ Flax. Ah! dear Erlach, more than one worm is gnawing at 
my heart. 

’ Erlach. Speak the truth,—this manner of life :—thou loveft 

wiet—thou would’ft rather retire to thy farm ? 

§ Figx. Thro’ love to my wife, I would roam from one carnevab . 
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to the other; but the expence is too great-- my purfe cannot hold 
it oute 

_ © Erlach. Why doft thou not tell her fo? 

© Flax. I cannot: under her parental roof, fhe was accuftomed 
to this life; when a bride, fhe enquired, with the moft endearing con- 
fidence, the extent of my income ;—I will moft chearfully accom~ 
modate myfelf—anfwer me fincerely. 

© Erlach. And did’ft thou not do it? 

© Flax, I!—excufe me, my friend—I was afhamed!—live as 
heretofore, I replied, the means fhall never fail you. 

‘ Erlach. And fo it refted? 

* Flax. She defired to know the conduét fhe fhould adopt? whe- 
ther retirement was my object ?—lI fhall conform entirely to your 
wifhes, faid fhe. 

‘ Erlach. But thou ? 

‘ Flax. I could not bring myfelf to be, as it were, a kind of 
dictator, to conftrain her: I ftudied to make her avoid recolleting, 
that fhe married a man turned of forty. 

‘ Erlach. That implies—thou watt afhamed of thy age. 

© Flax. May be.— 

© Erlach. And would’{t pafs for a richer man than thou art? 

© Flax. It'is now too latesto retract. 

‘ Erlach. Good fenfe comes never too late—tho’ fhe knocks at 
midnight. 

‘ Flax. That yet might pafs -my heart difregards a diminifhed 
revenue—but ? 

‘ Erlach. Yet, a but :— 

¢ Flax. To thee, and to thee alone, I confefs my weaknefs—I 
am tortured by the demon of jealoufy—daily, muft I behold a 
fwarm of adinirers fluttering around her—they are, to be fure, mere 
foplings—but woe betide the man who imagines a fop cannot di- 
ftrefs him—the neceffity of amufement has oftén made female virtue 
fall the vilim of amufement. 

¢ Erlach. Why doft thou not tell her fo? 

¢ Flax. It is true, fhe has an hundred times enquired whether I 
alfo was jealous ?—one word, and I fhall difperfe all thefe butter 
flies. 

¢ Erlach. And an hundred times, thou haft anfwered her— 
~ © Flax, What I heretofore anfwered her, as bridegroom—that 
my confidence in her was boundlefs. 

¢ Erlach. That is again, in other words, confeffing, thou waft 
afhamed of thy jealoufy.— » 

¢ Flax. Yes, dear Erlach. 

© Erlach. Now is not falfe fhame a damnable weaknefs—there 
would not be half fo many miferables, could we but be perfuaded, 
had we but the refolution to declare ingenuoufly, where the pain 
lies. Here now ftands a man who might be happy—whofe wift 
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requires nothing more than confidence—fhe wifhes to be guided 


‘ 
by him—will renounce whatever difpleafes him—but he—he is } 
afhamed, and holds his tongue. 

¢ Flax. I feel my erfor—but want the refolution to amend.’ ; 
Ps 20. 
Erlach not only thinks with propriety, but acts with wif- 
dom. He entrufts Mrs. Plaxland with her hufband’s fecret. 
¢ Mrs. Flax. My dear captain, you court folitude! 
* Erlach. 3s is dificult to meet her in thefe quarters. 
* Mrs. Flax. 1s that praife, or blame? 
¢ Erlach. J never difpute upon tafe, 
, ¢ Mrs. Flax. 1 anderitand—but do not mifconftrue into tafte, \ 


what with me, is only cufiom—and not feldom a tirefome cufiom. 
* Erlack. What hinders you from fhaking off this tirefome 
cuftom > 

> * Mrs. Flax. My hofband likes this manner of life. 

* Erlack. He like this life ?>— 
¢ Mrs. Flax. lf we are alone, he inftantly becomes uneafy— 
inquires twenty times in an hour, if I am not vapour’d—if 1 will 
not make fuch and fuch a vifit—and is not eafy till I order the 
carriage, 
¢ Erlach. And naneenpanien 3 you? 
mm! ‘ Mrs. Flax. Seldom! only when I earneftly entreat him. 
¢ Erlach. What can he do at home alone ? 
¢ Mrs. Flax. (playful) God knows :—peradventure, he makes 
gold—at leaft, when I return, he always receives me as cordially, 
and as kindly, as if he had difcovered a treafure. 
* Erlach. Ha! this grieves me. 
¢ Mrs. Flax. How !—what grieves you ? 
* Erlach. To hear that my honeft friend, fince our feparation, 
has learnt to difguife himfelf. 
‘ Mrs, Flax. Difguife! how fo? 
j ¢ Erlach. No fuch alteration occurs to a man at his years. 

¢ Mrs. Flax. Speak more intelligibly. 

*. Erlach.. 1 had rather be filent—we do not as yet know enough 
of bar another. 

‘ Mrs. Flax.’Not know one another! when my hufband gave 
me a right to his affeétion, he gave me alfo a right to your friend- 
fhip. 

* Erlach. Friendfhip and old hock are good—but mixt with a’ 
tharpneti, not perhaps to every one’s tafte. 

‘ Mrs. Flax. You excite my curiofity more and more :—I be- 
feech you, captain, don’t count me among the formal beings who 
{crew up their mouths at a truifm, becaufe it is fomewhat bitter :— 
our acquaintance is yet young—but were I flumbering on a bed 
of rofes, and a ftranger preferved me from a viper’s fting, this 
{tranger would become my friend. 
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* Erlach. If you think thus 
* Mrs. Flax. Indeed, I think thus :—to pleafe my hufband is 
my moft earneft wifh--to be fure the difference in our ages is con ' 
fiderable, and I did not fall into his arms thro’ love, but was fome- 
how furpriz’d into them thro’ efteem :—we have not aéted a ro- 
’ mance together—no light’ning has inflamed, but a chearing mar- 
riage fun has conftantly animated us: be you then animated ta 
{peak confidently —but, notwithftanding this declaration, fhould my 
prefence any way confufe you, I will place myfelf behind thefe 
trees—forget my’ being here, and you need not {pare me in a foli- 
Joguy. 
* Erlach. Bravo'!—that is my way, thofe who think thus, I 
efteem highly--and to thofe I efteem highly, I {peak the truth. 
¢ Mrs, Flax. Forward then —- 
¢ Erlach. How can a woman with fuch an excellent head and 
heart, endure fo many fools about her? 
‘ Mrs. Flax. Alas! dear captain—fhould we banifh fools—our 
circles would become very circumfcrib’d. 
‘ Erlach. The fmaller the better—fenfe and fociability are guefts 
who difappear if they behold lights at every window. 
¢ Mrs. Flax. But folly lends good fenfe a foil, 
* Erlach, She does not want it—and if your hufband has pre- 
tended to like this manner of life, he has deceived you. 
* Mrs. Flax. That would grieve me.— 
Erlach. He thought this indulgence was due to your youth, 
¢ Mrs, Flax. Then he little knew me. 
Erlach. He feared you might imagine—— 
¢ Mrs. Flax. What? 
Erlach. That he was jealous. 
Mrs. Flax. Jealous !—~you joke ! 
Erlach. Should I for example affure you, that laft night he 
never clofed an eye—that his imagination kept him on the rack till 
morning—that he was oblig’d to force himfelf away, when he heard — 
your carriage draw up. 
¢ Mrs Flax. 1 am all aftonifhment ! 
‘ Erlach. It gnaws my heart-ftrings, figh’d he mournfully—I 
endeavour in vain to conquer this weaknels. 
‘ Mis. Flax. My God!—why did he not fay fo to me? 
* Erlack. Falfe fhame—the demon of confidence. 
¢ Mrs. Flax. Well, 1 have hitherto left our company to a 
chance medley—in future, he fhall have the feleétion—he fhall be 
my conftant companion—this very day he fhall make out a lift, and 
name the perfons whofe acquaintance he efteems. 
- © Erlach. The lift will be very thort ! 
¢ Mrs, Flax. Not fo;—there are here many worthy, fenfible 
characters. 
‘ Erlack, O! yes—but the more there are—fo much the more 
difficult for an individual, who is no Creefus, ‘to treat them all. 
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& Mrs. Flax. What do you mean —Flaxland is rich } 
§ Erlach. He was !|— : 
¢ Mrs. Flax. How? | 
‘ Erlach. He may yet be called in good circumftances—but if 
his property continues to be melted, as it has been for thefe laft 


three years 
¢ Mrs. Flax. My good fir, you alarm me.—- 
‘ Erlach. Where the outgoings fo far exceeded the income——~ 
‘ Mrs. Flax. Can it be poflible ? 
‘ Erlach. He might, peradventure, ’ere long have been com- 
pelled to infringe upon the maternal patrimony of his children, 
‘ Mrs. Flax, My God !—why did he not tell me this? 
Erlach. Falfe fhame !—the lefs riches, the lefs efteeim. 
Mrs. Flax. But not in my eyes.— 
Erlach. He has long wifhed to retire to bis farm, 
Mrs. Flax. Willingly ;—heartily ;-—this prefent evening. 
Erlach. But he fears at your age, that country fameneds 
Mrs. Flax. O! how it diftrefles me—that my hufband did not 
think it worth while to appreciate my charaéter—that a ftranger 
fhould repofe more confidence in me, than a man of whofe affec- 
tion I am proud—that I fhould injure his children, and deftroy his 
peace of mind !—that I fhould diffipate the favings of paternal foli- 
citude and maternal affeétion!—why did he not put me to the 
proof? why did he fuppofe that a {warm of coxcombs could en- 
tertain me better than domeftic quiet, and the converfe of a well- 
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inform’d man! O! Captain Erlach, men fo often reproach us for — 


our weaknefs—it is no weaknefs—it is the foul’s foftnefs—and it 
chiefly depends upon you to mould it into goodnefs—but you can- 
ceive that female love ill accords with truth—you require health 
and foundnefs of foul, and yet poifon it with flattery :—but I am 
complaining and arguing where I thould be aéting.’ P. 40. 


But Erlach alfo fuffers from falfe fhame. He is enamoured 
. of Emma, a foundling whom he had placed under the care of 
_Flaxland, and whom he fupported. This impediment is ea- 
fily removed ; for, like moft of Kotzebue’s girls, Emma has 
no falfe fhame. With this part of the play, a trite difcovery 
of confanguinity is injudicioufly mingled, merely to bring 
forward another (and the worft) inftance of falfe fhame in a 
contemptible emigrant count, who is afhamed of his mother’s 
poverty. This deftroys the fimplicity of the play, and- weakens 
the intereft which it excites, by forcing upon the mind the re- 
colle&tion that all is fition. 
We extraét the fcene in which Flaxland and his wife come 
to an explanation. It contains the moral point of the play ; 
and Kotzebue has feldom enforced one fo unexceptionable. 


‘ Mrs. Flax. Who makes thee believe, that I find -elfewhere 
more amufement than in thy company ?—this fimple defhabille— 
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©! Tf well. know. it. becomes me better than a gala fait—this is 
wholly for thee, my dear—modeft, unafluming (/m:ling), the duft 
of jealoufy will not cling to thefe folds. 
Flax. Jealoufy t— hope thou doft not think me tainted. 
Mrs, Flax. Why not? if thou loveft me. 
Flax. But my confidence— 
Ars. Flax. Why even there it fticks :—Oh ! my good man, 
thou difiemblefi before me a confidence, ,and tormenteft thyfelf in 
private with frightful chimeras——was } not then juftified in affert- 
mg, that love alone did not fufice to make the marriage fiate 
happy. 
© Flax. (confused) Thou wrongeft me. 

¢ Mrs. Flax. No, no, I know all, and {pare thee the confefffon 
—a painful wound muft be healed without too much ufe of the 
probe or the knife—fuffer me only to add, it is thyfelf who was 
ever engaging me im the great world—it is thyfelf who Rept open 
houfe for coxcombs and parafites—who feared thy young wife 
would be vapoured in thy howfe—That was falfe difcretion— 
Whilt complying with thy defire abroad, evil dreams haunted thee 
at home—but thou watt afhamed of them, and that was falfe 
fhame :— Man and. wife fhould not even conceal their dreams from 
one arother—a look would have been enough—I might, perhaps, 
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. have induled a kttle laugh again thee—but fhould moft chear- 


fully have offered a worthlefs facrifice to thy peace of mind.—Oh!? 
how many &@ marriage union Is detivoyed, becaufe the band of con~ 
fiderce was not tied “heart to heart !—How off’ the torch of difcord 
becomes unextinguifbable, becaufe huf>band og wife. fmothered. the 
Arft {park ? 

* Flax. Angelic woman !—forgive me ! 

* Airs. Flax. ¥ forgive thee, but upon one condition—that thou. 
wilt be pleafed, benceforward, not to move a ftep without me :—. 
when thou. writeft, [ will ft by thee with my work-bag—and 
when thau haft finifhed, we will continue together. 

‘ Flax. Inttead of punifhing, thou art rewarding me, my love. 
¢ Mrs. Flax. O!-—-l have now thought of a punifhment :-— 
thou preferrett the town, but [ think the country moft engagine— 
enly once, within three vears, have we vifited our farm—that is 
unnatural—and as a penance, thou muft linger there with me the 

whole furmmer. 

‘¢ Flax. Caroline '—this is too much. ° 

Mrs. Flax. 1 cannot {pare thee—and thow muff moreover be 
fatisfied with houfehold fare, for F have difcharged our privileg’d 
nifon-mongers. 

‘ Flax. Thou haft, I uaderftand, made feveral ceeconomical re- 
Senchments. 

¢ Mrs. Flax. A complete revolution. 

‘« Flax. Thou wiht thereby diminifh thy pleafures. 

© Ais. Flex. And thereby acquire my heart’s content :—man. > 
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man! muft I alfo learn through a friend, that the luxuries thou 
watt daily recommending—the fuperfluity, in which thou madeft 
me indulge, were purchafed at the expence of thy peace of mind 
—that 1 was wronging thy children, to reward by the robbery, 
every f{pecies of ennui. 

‘ Flax. Why furely Erlach— 

¢ Mrs. Flax. Thank God, for fending him to my falvation— 
without him, I fhould have been hurried to perdition, and awoke 
too late !—T hou wicked man !—that again was thy fault, the want 
of confidence ;—in thy opinion, women were incapable of efti- 
mating the value of a worthy man, unlefs his hands were ever 
loaded with prefents, like the fubjects of an eaftern potentate. 
Learn to know us better—a wife is prouder in an eftimable huf- 
band, than in,a pair of diamond ear-rings—and prefers going un- 
noticed on foot, poffefling her hufband’s affection, than without it, 
attrafting the eyes of a gaping croud, in a dazzling phaeton, 

© Flax. (falls at her feet) Caroline !— 

‘ Mrs. Flax. (/miling) Dear Flaxiand, I muff for the firft time 
remind thee, that thou art turn’d of forty—kneeling does not be- 
come thee. 

‘ Flax. Y have indeed misjudged thee !—pardon ime. 
~* Mrs. Flax. (vaifes him and embraces him) Mt is paft—we will 
retire into the country, fhall we not ?—and in a few years my diff- 
pation will be recovered—Oh! how many an eftablifhment falls 
to ruin, becaufe the hufband is afhamed to difclcfe to his wife the 
true ftate of his circumftances—my experience this day has fo in- 
nately convinced me of this melancholy truth, that were I now 
ftanding before a numerous affembly, I fhould extend my arms, 
and glowing with philanthropy, fhould addrefs each father of a fa- 
mily—-Truft thy wife—thou tottereft perchance on the brink of 
an abyfs—confidence may fave thee—banifh falfe fhame, this 
moniter of vanity and arrogance !—truft thy wife, thy trueft 
friend! and thou wilt be rewarded with confolation for the paft— 
with advice and affiftance for the future. 

‘ Flax. Wife '!—what a fpirit gives utterance through thee ! 

* Mrs. Flax. I fhould be a low-minded wife, if love and duty 
could not infpire me. 

* Flax. I ought to be afhamed, that a woman of five and twenty 
fhould inftruét a man of my mature years:—but this were again 
falfe fhame, which fhall be for ever banifhed from mv bofom :-— 
from this moment, thou, like God, fhalt behold my heart's inmott 
thoughts—even thofe, that fhun the light of day, will I whifper ia 
thy ear—and whenever a weaknefs would lurk concealed, the re- 
membrance of this hour fhall draw it forth, for thy 20od-natured 
merriment and forgivenefs. 

‘ Mrs. Flax. O God! I thank thee — is accomplifhed—my 
_ bufband is once more mine. 
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* Flax. Thine for ever !—But, deareft Caroline, do not imaging 
that through deranged circumftances thou art compelled to bury 
thy youth in the country—my property is yet ample. 

‘ Mrs. Flax. Bury !—the enjoyment of nature and one’s felf, 
men call burying—well then, the nightingales fliall chaunt our re» 
quiem. | : 

‘ Flax. My dear Caroline, thou art not familiarized with foli- 
tude. 

* Mrs. Flax. Through -conjugal affection the wife adopts an- 
other mode of life with the fame facility fhe changes a fafhion ;— 
2 few years fince I fancied only a large hat could become me, and 
the hats were never large enough to my mind—I now think this fa- 
fhion frightfal, and am only pleafed with myfelf in the fmmalleft ' 
hat.—Thus will it be in this cafe—four weeks in the country, and 
a city life will appear like a large hat—and I fhall never be able to 
comprehend how I could endure myfelf in it.’ p. 68. 


Our Englifh dramatifts, we hope, will learn from the Ger- 
man plays, that popularity may be gained without ftage trick 
and buffoonery. 





— 


General View of the Agriculture of the County of Somerfet, 
with Obfervations on the Means of its Improvement. Drawn 
up in the Year 1795, for the Confideration of the Board of 
Agriculture and Internal Improvement. By ‘John Billing fley, 
Efy. of Afhwick-Grove, near Shepton-Mallet. And now 
reprinted, with confiderable Additions and Amendments, ac- 
companied with the Remarks of Jome re/pectable Gentlemen 
and Farmers in the County. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Lilly. 


THE writers of reports of this kind feem, in general, te 
pay too little attention to the practical parts of the fubject, 
while they devote much labour and refearch to the examina- 
tion of theoretical points; and Mr. Billingfley is not wholly 
free from cenfure in this: refpe&t, though his report is drawn 
up with ability and confiderable knowledge of rural ma- 
5 pws , 

nclofing is an interefting obje&t ; and Mr. Billingfley has 
ftudied its advantages with great accuracy and clearnefs. On 
the making of walls and quickfet hedges, he has fuggefted 
fome judicious hints; but we conceive that the eftimates of 
expenfe are in general too low. | 

We perfectly agree with our author in his opinion refpect- 
ing teams of horfes and oxen ; and we therefore give his ftate- 
ments at full length. ) , . , 
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* It is the general opinion of farmers in this diftriét, that oxen 

are preferable to horfes, for the purpofe of ploughing ; but for har- 

rowing, and all other purpofes, the contrary. , 

© The expences of keeping a team of each for the purpofes of 

farming may be thus ftated, and it will appear, that the fuperiority 
of oxen is not fo great as fome fanguine men have ftated. 


¢ HORSE TEAM, — 


‘. The firft coft, including harnefs, cannot be eftimated at lefe 
than one hugdred pounds. 





Li 8 ds 

To 30 weeks keeping at hay, 12 tons, at 405. 8% 0 G 

. Corn throughout the year — — 30 0 0 
To 22 weeks keeping at grafs, at 3s. 6d. each horfe 15 8 o 
Repairs of harnefs —_- — — 212 0 
Farrier and fhoeing — — — 4 00 
£.76 00 





‘OX TEAM. 


¢ The firft coft of thefe, fuppofing them to be the beft North- 
Devon breed, and four or five years old, yokes, bows, and chains 
included, 7ol. , 





To 26 weeks at hay, 24 tons, at 40s. -- 48 0 @ 
Twenty-fix ditto at grafs, 2s. 6d. per week each ox 19 10 @ 
Repairs of yokes and bows, and chains —_ 00 10 @ 

£:-68 o o 


ak 





‘ Some farmers think that three horfes are equal in exertion to 
fix oxen; if that be admitted, the expences of the horfe team will 
be lefs than thofe of the oxen. 

‘ If an accident fhould happen whereby a horfe is lamed, the 
value is much more leffened than in the cafe of an ox; but in alt 
other refpects they ftand on equal ground; for horfes, if purchafed 
at the age of four or five years, are improving in value for two or 
three years, as much or more than oxen. And every intelligent 
farmer muft be fenfible.of the folly of keeping a horfe after he is 
fix or feven years old; they fhould then be transferred to commen 
carriers, &c. and agriculture fhould only be the medium whereby a 


young horfe becomes, by gentle labour, inured to more fevere dife- 


Cipline.’. P. 103. 


~ On the application of lime and marle, and the rotation of 
crops on different foils, we have noticed many remarks that 
deferve the regard of the agriculturift. 
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The following obfervations on breeding and fattening hogs 
are interefting tu the farmer. 


‘In breeding hogs, nothing fhould be more attended to than 
warmth and cleanlinefs; without thefe, the moft liberal allowance 
of food will not avail; and as there is a great difference in the 
quantity of food neceffary to fupport hogs of different forts, though 
of the fame age and fize, experiments are wanting to afcertain their 
different degrees of perfection. In the writer’s opinion, the beft 
fort-of hogs he ever faw, was fent to a friend of his from Mr, Aft- 
ley, a gréat breeder of fheep in Leicefterfhire. 

¢ The writer of this report has been in the habit of folding hogs 
on his pafture land, feeding them with raw potatoes. 

¢ The improvement of the land has been aftonifhing ; and when 
hogs are kept on a large fcale, the practice cannot be too warmly 


recommended.’ P.149. 


In confidering the proper fize of farms, Mr. Billingfley ap- 
pears rather the advocate of the /arge fyftem ; ; and, indeed, in 
fome refpects, it has the advantage, though in others it is ob-- 
vioufly prejudicial. 

The comparative advantages of grazing and dairying are 
judicioufly contrafted ; but, perhaps, the profits of the dairy 
fyftem are too highly rated. 

On fallowing we meet with fome good reflexions. 


‘ Fallowing is not practifed; the prevailing opinion is, that corn 
crops, equally good, may be obtained after turnips, clover, pota- 
toes, peafe, vetches, beans, hemp, flax, &c. (if well manured and 
kept clean) with thofe after a compleat fummer fallow. “ Thefe 
are enlightened farmers!” 

¢ Let any man vifit this county, view their crops, and the con- 
dition of the land, and many arguments will not be neceffary to 
make him an antifallowift, at leaft, on foils like thefe. 

* The large farmers carry ‘all their dung on their pafture land 
(excellent '), and fupport their arable by folding, lime, horn-fhav- 
ings, rags, &c. but the fmall farmers aét directly the reverfe. The 
large farmers all plough with oxen; the fmall farmers with horfes. 
A renter of fixty pounds per year muft keep three horfes, for he 
cannot plough with lefs; and one of five hundred pounds per year 
will not keep more than eight; here is a comparative faving of 
twenty horfes, and juftifies my former predilection for large corn 


farms.’ P. 219. 


In this furvey there is undoubtedly much valuable and in« 
terefting matter; but it is frequently thrown together in a 
very loofe and carelefs manner. 
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Wravels in the Interior Diftritis of Africa, by Mungo Ps = 4 
(Concluded from Vol, XXVI, New Arr. p. 259«) 


HavinG afcertained the fituation and dcireClion of the 
Niger, and followed the plans of thefe who engaged him iw 
this expedition, to as great an extent as, all cwcumftances 
confidered, he could be expecied to proceed, Mr. Park 
turned his eyes to the weftward, to explore his way home- 
ward, by a route which he thought would be more free from 
perils, His former enemies, the Moors, continued to perfee 
cute him ; and he had reafon to tear, that, if he thould re- 
turn to Sego, his liberty or perhaps his life would be the fa- 
critice. - The kowries of his lait friend being untouched, he 
was enabled to procure guides to the fouth and the wel 
‘The guides, however, were fometimes unfaithful; and che 
reports propagated by his unreienting fyes caufed evea the 
benevolent Negroes to look ov him ‘occafionally with cool+ 
nefs. His great object, in puriuing the courfe of the Niger, 
was to afcerta: n how far that river was navigable ; but, in 
this, he feems to have been difappointed by the rain, and the 
confequent inundations of the lower ground, His horfe he 
had recovered, and, by reft, the animal became azaindn fome 
degree ferviceable, or he could net have paffed through many 
of the fwamps with fafety. Various difficulties, however, 
checked his progrefs. One little anecdote fhows not only his 
dangers, but the ideas of chofe on whom he depended, 


‘ In the evening I arrived at a {mall village called Song, the 
furly inhabitants ot which would not receive me, nor fo much as 


permit me to enter the gate; but as lions were very numerous ia 


this neighbourhood, and I had frequentiy, in the courfe of the dav, 
obferved the impreflion of their feet on the road, I refolved to ftay 
in the vicinity of the village. Iaving collected fome grafs for my 
korfe, I accordingly lay down undera tree by the gate. About 
ten o'clock I heard ‘the hollow roar of a lion at no great diftancey 


and attempted to open the gate; but the people froni within told 


me, that no perfon mutt attempt to enter the gate without the 
Dooty’s permiilion. 1 begged them to inform tie Dooty that a 
lion ‘was approaching the village, and I hoped he would alow me 
to come within the gate. I waited for an anfwer to this mefiage 
with great anxiety : for the lion kept prowling round the village, 
and once advanced fo very near me, that I heard him rufiling 
among the grafs, and climbed the tree for fafety. About midnight 
the Deooty, with fome of his peeple,. opened the gate, and defired 
me tocome in. They were convinced, they faid, that I was not 


a-Moor; for no Moor ever waited ary t'me at the gate of a vil-: 


‘ 


lage, without curfing the inhabitant.’ Pp. 220. 


ee 
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‘The following paffage is too characteriftic to be omitted. 


At funfet * I came to Koolikorro; a confiderable town, and 
a great market for falt. Here I took up my lodging at the — 
houfe of a Bambarran, who had formerly been the flave of a 
Moor, and in that character had travelled to Aroan, Towdinni, 
and many other places in the Great Defert; but turning Mufful- 
man, and his mafter dying at Jenne, he obtained his freedom, and 
fettled at this place, where he carries on a confiderable trade in 
falt, cotton-cloth, &c.. His knowledge of the world had not leff- 
ened that fuperftitious confidence in faphies and charms, which he 
had imbibed in his earlier years ; for when he heard that I was a 
Chriftian, he immediately thought of procuring a faphie; and for 
this purpofe brought out his wa//a, or writing board; affuring me, 
that he would drefs me a fupper of rice, if I would write hima 
faphie to proteét him from wicked men. The propofal was of too 
great confequence to me to be refufed; I therefore wrote the board 
full, from top to bottom, on both fides; and my landlord, to be 
certain of having the whole force of the charm, wafhed the writing 
from the board into a calabafh with a little water, and having faid 
a few prayers over it, drank this powerful draught; after which, 
left a fingle word fhould efcape, he licked the board until it was 
quite dry. A faphie writer was a man of too great confequence to 
be long concealed: the important information was carried to the 
Dooty, who fent his fon with half a fheet of writing-paper, defir- 
ing me to write him a zaphula /aphie (a charm to procure wealth). 
He brought me as a prefent, fome meal and milk ; and when I 
had finifhed the faphie, and read it to him with an audible voice, 
he feemed highly fatisfied with his bargain, and promifed to bring 
me in the morning fome milk for my breakfaft. When I had 
finifhed my fupper of rice and falt, I laid myfelf down upon a 
bullock’s hide, and flept very quietly until morning; this being 
the firft good meal and refrefhing ileep that I had enjoyed for a 
long time.’ P. 235. 

Among other misfortunes, Mr. Park was robbed by fome 
Foulahs, who deprived him of his horfe and clothes, and left 
him, in the rainy feafon, in the midft of a vaft wildernefs, 
furrounded by favage beafts and men ftill more formidable and 
dangerous. But he was ftill under the fuperintending eye of 
providence ; and the fight of a beautiful mofs turned his 
thoughts to that being on whom all things depend; and, with 
the calm firmnefs which religion infpires, he haftened to 
Sibidooloo, at the northern extremity of the chain of moun- 
tains, in which are the fources of the Niger, the Gambia, and 
the Senegal. Sibidooloo is feated m a fertile valley, environed 
with mountains almoft inacceffible, It isa town of Manding, 


governed by a manfa, The towns of this ftate appear to be 





















connected by a federal union; and the fupreme authority 
feems to refide ultimately in a general aflembly. The manfa 
of Sibidooloo commiferated the fufferings of our traveller, and 
engaged to compel the robbers to reftore his clothes and horfe. 
This he at laft effeéted, and entertained him kindly, though a 
{carcity of provifions prevented even the inhabitants from 
having their proper fhare of aliment. 


‘ The fcarcity of provifions was certaiitly felt at this time moft 
feverely by the poor people, as the following circumftance moft 
painfully convinced me. Every evening, during my ftay, I ob- 
ferved five or fix women come to the Manfa’s houfe; and receive 
éach of them a certain quantity of corn. As I knew how valua- 
ble this article was at this jun@ture, I inquired of the Manfa, whe- 
ther he maintained thefe poor women from pure bounty, or ex- 
pected a réturn when the harveft fhould be gathered in. ‘ Ob- 
ferve that boy,” faid he (pointing to a fine child, about five years 
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of age); “his mother has fold him to me, for forty days’ provis 


fion for herfelf, and the reft of her family. I have bought another 
boy in the fame manner.” Good God, thought I, what muft a 
mother fuffer, before fhe fells her own child! 1 could not get this 
melancholy fubje& out of my mind, and the next night, when the 
women returned for their allowance, I defired the boy to point out 
to me his mother, which he did. She was much emaciated, but 
had nothing cruel or favage in her countenance; and when fhe had 
teceived her corn, fhe came and talked to her fon, with as much 
cheerfulnefs as if he had {till been under her care.’ P. 248. 


To the profpe&t of famine were added the diftrefs and danger 
of an intermittent fever, with which, fora time, Mr. Park 
purfued his journey: but, when he arrived at Kamalia, his 
ftrength was nearly exhaufted. He met, however, with 
Karfa, a friendly * acy who, for the value of. one flave, 
engaged to fupport him till the rainy feafon was at an end,, 
and to attend him to the coaft. Karfa had in his poflefhon an 
Englifh common-prayer book; and from our traveller’s being 
able to read it, this benevolent Negro was perfuaded that 
Jhe was not an Arab, as he had been informed, but really 
an European; for the animofity of Mr. Park’s enemies ftill 
purtued him, and they {pread malicious reports refpecting him 
and his objeéts. The kind-hearted Karfa did not appear to 
be influenced by them ; and he was highly gratified, when, 
at the clofe of the journey, he received the value of two 
flaves inftead of one. Let us ftep forward, and. take a laft 
tarewell of this worthy Negro. 


_ © About noon on the reth, Dr. Laidley returned from Dooma- 
fanfa, and received me with great joy and fatisfaction, as one rifea 


Crit. Rey. Vor, XXVIII. Of. 1799. P 
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from the dead. Finding that the wearing apparel which I had left 
under his care was not fold or fent to England, I loft no time in 
refuming the Englifh drefs ; and difrobing my chin of its venerable 
incumbrance. Karfa furveyed me in my Britifh apparel with 
great delight; but regretted exceedingly that I had taken off my 
beard; the lofs of which, he faid, had converted me from a man 
intoa boy. Doéctor Laidley readily untertook to difcharge all the 
pecuniary engagements which I had entered into fince my departure 
from the Gambia, and took my draft upon the Affociation for the 
amount. My agreement. with Karfa (as I have already related), 
was to pay him the value of one prime flave; for which I had 
given him my bill upon Dr. Laidley, before we departed from Ka- 
malia ; for, in cafe of my death on the road, I was unwilling that 
my benefactor fhould be a lofer. But this good creature had con- 
tinued to manifeft towards me fo much kindnefs, that I thought 
I made him but an inadequate recompence, when I told him that 
he was now to receive double the {um I had originally promifed ; 
and Dr. Laidley affured him that he was ready to deliver the goods 
to that amount, whenever he thought proper to fend for them. 
Karfa was overpowered by this unexpeéted token of my gratitude, 
and {till more fo, when he heard that I intended to fend a hand- 
fome prefent to the good old fchoolmafter, Fankooma, at Mala- 
cotta. He promifed to carry up the goods along with his own, 
and Dr, Laidley affured him, that he would exert himfelf in affifting 
him to difpofe of his flaves to the beit advantage, the moment a 
flave veffel fhould arrive. Thefe, and other in{tances of attention 
and kindnefs fhewn him by Dr. Laidley, were not loft upon Karfa. 
He would often fay to me, “ my journey has indeed been profpe- 
rous!”? But, obferving the improved {tate of our manufactures, 
and our manifeft fuperiority in the arts of civilized life, he would 
fometimes appear penfive, and exclaim with an involuntary figh, 
fato fing inta feng, “ black men are nothing.” At other times, he 
would afk me with great ferioufnefs, what could poffibly have in- 
duced me, who was no trader, to think of exploring fo miferable. 
a country as Africa? He meant by this to fignify that, after what I 
muft have witneffed in my own country, nothing in Africa could 
in his opinion deferve a moment’s attention. I have preferved 
thefe little traits of charaéter iu this worthy Negro, not only from 
regard to the man, but alfo becaufe they appear to me to demon- 
{trate that he poffeffed a mind above his condition: and to fuch of 
my readers as love to contemplate human nature in all its varieties, 
and. to trace its progrefs from rudenefs to refinement, I hope the 
account I have given of this poor African will not be unaccept- 
able.’ P. 358. 


During the rainy feafon, and in the period of convalefcence, 
Mr. Park had leifure to arrange his former knowledge, and, 
by well-directed inquiries, to add to it. From his interefting 
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account of. the country, we will felect fome of the moft im- 
portant circumftances. From June to November is the 
rainy feafon, which is introduced and terminated by violent 
tornadoes. The weather, which introduces thefe, is excef~ 
fively hot; and the wind which terminates them, blowing 
from the north-eaft over the parched and burning deiert, re= 
fembles in all its effects the harmattan of the coaft. Though 
the climate is thus warm, it does not feem to prodyce, natu- 
rally, the Weft-Indian fruits: at leaft our traveller never ob- 
ferved, or heard of, the fugar-cane, the pine-apple, the coffee 
or cacao trees. Lands feem to belong to the monarch; but 
they are procured with eafe, though the population, from the 
unhealthinefs of fome ffots, the defolation of wars, &c. is by 
no means fo great as might be expected from the facility with 
which grants are obtained. The Negroes in general are a 
benevolent, gentle, cheerful, credulous, and fimple race : 
their occafional depredations are candidiy accounted for, from 
the greatnefs of the temptation. Their attachment to their 
parents is ftrong, and particularly to the mother, as may be 
expected from the prevailing fyftem of polygamy, which muft, 
of courfe, weaken the paternal tye. Circumcifion is a con- 
ftant practice both in males and females. ‘Their marriage ce- 
remonics, their religious, philofophical, or medical opinions 
and practices, are not fingular, being the ufual cuftoms of 
a fimple untutored race. In general, they feem to have 
an idea of a future ftate; but it is an indiftinét notion of 
fomething after death, without any connexion of diftributive 
juftice. They excel more in chirurgery than in medicine, 
the bhaiwiytest operations being more neceflary and frequent. 
The moft ftriking of their arts are dyeing, tanning, and {melt- 
ing. 

The ¢ Obfervations concerning the ftate and fource of 
flavery in Africa’ are very important. We have already 
ftated the diftin&tion between fuch as are born flaves, in other 
words the domeftic flaves, and thofe who have, from differ- 
ent caufes, forfeited their liberty. Children, born of enflaved 
mothers, inherit the fame condition. ‘To others, the fources 
of flavery are captivity, famine, infolvency, and crimes. Cape 
tivity has, in different countries, and at various zras, been 
confidered as fynonymous with lofs of liberty; but we do not 
find, from Mr. Park’s experience, that wars are lefs bloody 
from this caufe, or that avarice fteps in to check the defola- 
tion of the fword. The fecond caufe is eafily underftood. 
The man who is on the point of ftarving is willing to live 
though a flave ; and, where political regulations are unknown, 
a bad harveft, or a feries of fuch, muft be attended with 
famine. . 
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* Such are the general outlines of that fyftem of flavery which 
prevails in Africa; and it is evident, from its nature and extent, 
that it is a fyftem of mo modern date. It probably had its origin 
in the remote ages of antiquity, before the Mahomedans explored a 
path acrofs the defert. Hew far it is maintained and fupported by 
the flave traffic, which,-for two hundred years, the nations of Eu- 
rope have carried on with the natives of the coaft, it is neither 
within my province, nor in my power, to explain. If my fenti- 
ments fliould be required concerning the effeé&t which a difcon- 
tinuance of that commerce would produce om the manners of the 
natives, I fhould have no hefitation in obferving, that, in the pre- 
fent unenlightened {tate of their minds, my opinion is, the effect 
would neither be fo extenfive or beneficial, as many wife and wor- 
thy perfons fondly expect.’ Pp. 297. 


The Negroes are in poffeffion of the Pentateuch of Mofes, 
probably debafed with the interpolations of Mohammed; and 
Mr. Park feems fincerely to regret, that Chriftianity has made 
fo little progrefs in this part of the old continent. A fhort 
and eafy introduction to the doctrines of Chrift would, in his 
opinion, be eagerly adopted by the Negro tribes. 

The progrefs of the coffe, the procefion of flaves with 
their conductors to the coait, we need not follow. Painful 
feverities were, at times, undoubtedly employed ; but the lives 
of thofe who fuffered, and indeed of the whole company, 
were in danger. We dropped a tear over poor Nealee’s hard 
fate; but fhe is not reprefented in a very interetting point 
of view. Her firft indolence might have proceeded from ill- 
nefs, or from fullennefs, and her fubfequent misfortunes were 
the refult; but fullennefs, im a flave, could fcarcely be 2 
crime, and illnefs might have demanded more attention. 

We find: nothing in the journal more interefting than the 
account of the war between Abdulkader, king of Foota 
Torra, and Damel, king of the Jaloffs. The eonduct of 
Damel realifes what Rowe invented of Tamerlane (Timur- 
Jeng) in compliment to king William III. 


¢ The king of Foota Torra, inflamed with a zeal for propagat+ 
ing his religion, had fent an embaffy to Damel, fimilar to that 
which he had fent to Kaffon. The ambaffador, on the prefent 
occafion, was accompanied by two of the principal Bufhreens, 
who carried each a large knife, fixed on the top of a long 

ole. As foon as he had procured admiffion into the prefence 
of Damel, and announced the pleafure of his fovereign, he 
ordered the Bufhireens to prefent the emblems of his miflion. The 
two knives were accordingly laid before Damel, and the ambaffador 
explained himfelf as follows: * With this knife (faid he) Abdulkader 
will condefcend to fhave the head of Damel, if Damel will embrace 
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the Mahomedan faith; and with this other knife, Abdulkader will cut 
the throat of Damel, if Damel refufes to embrace it :—iake your 
choice.” Damel coolly told the ambaflador that he had no choice 
to make: he neither chofe to have his head fhaved, nor his 
throat cut; and with this anfwer the ambaflador was civilly dif- 
miffed. Abdulkader took his meafures accordingly, and with a 
powerful army invaded Damel’s couniry. The inhabitants of the 
towns and villages filled up their wells, deftroyed their provitions, 
carried off their effeéts, and abandoned their dwellings, as he ape 
proached. By this means he was led on from place to place, until 
he had advanced three days’ journey into the country of the Jaloffs, 
He had, indeed, met with no oppofition; ‘but his army had fuf- 
fered fo much from the fearcity of water, tha: feveral of his men 
had died by the way. This induced him to direét his march to- 
wards a. watering place in the woods, where his men having 
quenched their thirft, and being overcome with fatigue, lay down 
carelefsly to fleep among the bufhes. In this fitaation they were 
attacked by Damel before daybreak, and completely routed. Many 
of them were trampled to death as they lay afleep, by the Jaloff 
horfes; others were killed in attempting to make their efcape ; and 
a {till greater number were taken prifoners. Among the latter, 
was Abdulkader himfelf. This ambitious, or rather frantic prince, 
who, but a month before, had fent the threatening meffage to 
Damel, was now himfelf led into his prefence as a miferable 
captive. The behaviour of Damel, on this occafion, is never 
mentioned by the finging men, but in terms of the higheft appro- 
bation ; and it was, indeed, fo extraordinary, in an African prince, 
that the reader may find it difficult to give credit to the recital. 
When his royal prifoner was brought before him in irons, and 
thrown upon the ground, the magnanimous Damel, inftead of 
fetting his foot upon his neck, and ftabbing him with his fpear, 
according to cuftom in fuch cafes, addreffed him as follows. 
“ Abdulkader, anfwer me this queftion. If the chance of war 
had placed me in- your fituation, and you in mine, how would 
you have treated me?” ‘I would have thruft my {pear into your 
heart ;” returned Abdulkader with great firmnefs, “ and I know 
that a fimilar fate awaits me.” ‘ Not fo, ¢faid Damel), my {pear 
ts indeed red with the blood of your fubjeéts killed in battle, and 
I could now give it a deeper ftain, by dipping it in yourown; but 
this would not build up my towns, nor bring to life the thoufands 
who fell in the woods. I will not therefore kill you in cold blood, 
but I will retain you as my flave, until i perceive that your pre- 
fence in your own kingdom will be no longer dangerous to your 
neighbours ; and then I will confider of the proper way of difpofing 
of you.” Abdulkader was accordingly retained, and worked as a 
flave, for three months ; at the end of which period, Damel lifterfed 
to the folicitations of the inhabitants of Foota Torra, and rettored 
to them their king. Strange as this ftory may appear, 1 have no 


” 


o 








206 Park's Travels in the Interior Diftridts of Africa. 


doubt of the truth of it; it was told me at Malacotta by the Nee 
gtoes: it was afterwards related to me by the Europeans on the 
Gambia; by fome of the French at Gorte: and confirmed by nine 
flaves, who were taken prifoners along with Abdulkader, by the 
watering place in the woods, and carried in the fame fhip with me 


to the Weft indies.” P. 342. 


In the progrefs of the cofile, through a barren wildernefs, 
where the paces of a human being have feldom been feen, and 
where permanent habitations are unknown, hunger and its 
attendant miferies mufi have been feverely felt. The free- 
men feem to have fuffered confiderably, and the flayes muft 
have been ftill more deftitute. To Mr. Park, however, hun- 

er was familiar, and confequenily thele fcenes feem not to 
a attracted much attention. Indeed his fufferings were | 
flight, compared with whai they had been, and we trace them - 
from the events of the narrative, rather than from his coms 
plaints. 

As our author approaches the coaft, the narrative becomes 
interefting from his being recogniied by thofe who did not 
expect to fee him again; but it is lefs capable of abridge- 
ment, and is lefs accommodated for an extract. We thall 
therefore leave Mr. Park with a fhort chara@ter. The whole 
of his work fhows him to be both enterprifing and fleady. 
With a degree of patience and perfeverance which few could 
have equaled, he fcarcely permitted his eyes or his thoughts 
to be diverted from the object of his purfuit. He has, in his 
narrative, feemingly related with candour what he himfelf 
faw ; and, indulging in no trifling fpeculations, he has de- 
{cribed events as they occurred. ln fhort, we may congratu- 
late ourfelves on having two travellers whom dangers could 
not terrify, and whom a love of the marvellous could not 
tempt from the road-of truth and fincerity—we mean Mr. 
Park and Mr. Browne. Yet they were both in countries, 
where to difcover error, or to detect exaggeration, would not 
be eafy : they were both in emergencies, where uncommon 
prudence and firmnefs were required to effect an efcape. In 
the eaft and weft of Africa, they explored a confiderable ex- 
tent of country. Much, however, is left for fome more for- 
tunate traveller. Abler ones, perhaps, will not eafily be 


found, 


As we have already noticed major Rennell’s illuftrations, 
and fubmitted, in our review of Mr. Browne’s Travels, to a 
much more painful tafk, that of pointing out fome errors, 
we need not detain our readers with many obfervations on 
this valuable appendix to Mr. Park’s Travels. To bring the 
{ubject into one view, we fhall only now notice what has 
been done, and what remains to be done. To penetrate from 
the Atlantic Ocean, more than 1100 miles eaftward into Afri ica, 
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18 certainly no common effort; and the exertions to combat 
open enmity, or mean treachery, are highly creditable to Mr. 
Park’s fpirit, addrefs, and perfeverance. We have already 
remarked, that the French had extended their travels 500 
miles in the fame dire€tion, yet they had left much to explore 
in this journey, and had not facilitated the progrefs of fubfe- 
quent travellers. On the oppofite fide, Mr. cus has ex- 
tended his travels about 1200 miles from Mr. Park’s moft 
eaftern diftance. The remainder is comparatively fhoit; 
but it contains many important fpots, The real fource of the 
Nile, or perhaps the fource of the largeft ftream, which fur- 
nifhes the Zgyptian river, the termination of the Niger, the 
nature of the Libyan marfh, and the rivers, which it either 
produces or receives, are among the moft interefting objects, 
A knowledge of thefe might perhaps be ealily obtained by the 
fhort, and comparatively eafy, journey which we have fo often 
pointed out. ‘The traveller muft be a Moor, or the difguife 
muft be impenetrable, a tafk not impracticable. He muft 
have feemingly fome object of importance in his journey, and 
that of a lucrative kind, about which all bis faculties mufl be 
alive. Curiofity alone will foon be fufpected. 

If we examine the utility of Mr. Park’s Traveis, independ-~ 
ent of their extent, we thall find fome objects of importance 
afcertained. Among thefe we may reckon the extent and 
limits of the defert; the refpetive limits of the Moors and 
Negroes ; their different nature and difpofition ; the account 
of the Foolahs, the white thiopians of Pliny, and, above 
all, the means of completing the geography of Africa, by a 
mercantile traveller of the Mooritii race. The other merits 
of this work may be fhortly mentioned. The language is 
eafy, fimple, and perfpicuous ; the defcriptions are full without 
exaggeration, and fatisfactory without tedioufnefs. On the 
whole, it will inftru& and entertain the reader, whofe tafte 
is not debafed by the meretricious ornaments of modern de- 
fcriptive travellers, and who will not reject valuable informa. 
tion, merely becaufe fomething remains to be {upplied. 





The Oriental Colleions for October, November, and December, 
1797. 4to. Cadeil and Davies, 


WE now proceed to offer a few extracts from the fourth 


number of this curious work. 

The firft paper is an etymological difquifition on the ori- 
ental emigration of the ancient inhabitants of Britain and Ire- 
land, by general Vallancey, whofe name will fufficiently mark 


ais nature. 
P4 
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The hypocritical letter from Aurungzebe to his father 
Shah Jehan, after Mis depofition and confinement, fhows that 
in the eaft, as well as in the weft, religion is occafionally made 
a veil for the greaieft crimes. 


‘ Firft offering up my prayer of duty, I reprefent to the moft 
fublime audience, that the high Firmaun containing admonitions, 
iffued in an unknown hand, in reply to the petition of your humble 
pupil, cait the rays of arrival at a moft aufpicious period, and the 
contents were underftood. 

‘ It cannot be concealed from your judgement, penetrating as 
the fun, that I, though through the divine grace, fully confcious of 
the inftability of this world and its affairs, yet am much wanting in 
my duty to God, and feel fhame before his holy prophet. How, 
then, can I pretend to perfection? Neverthelefs, compared with 
fome of the prefent day, aéting to the extent of my ability in fub- 
miffion to the orders of God and obedience to the tenets of our 
faith, (while the reigns of fovereign controul were in the hands of 
your majefty,) purely out of refpeé& to the divine laws, I never 
moved my foot beyond my proper boundary, or engaced in any 
Operation or attempt without your royal permiffion. Of this de+ 
claration, he who penetrates all things, open and concealed, wit- 
ate the truth, 

‘ At lenoth it was eftablifhed with certainty, that, during your 
majefty’s illnefs, the eideft prince having ufurped abfolute iway 
over pubdlic 2ffuirs, meditated to promulgate the tenets of Hindoos 
and other infidels, and to fubvert the religion of the bleffed prophet. 
The mift of atheifm was obfcuring the whole empire, and the con~ 
troul of regulation was dropped from your hands. Not one of the 
fervants of the prefence dared to reprefent to your majefty the true 
ftate of affairs. Notwithftanding his inability, conceiting himfelf 
equal to empire, Dara Shekkoh depofed your majefty, his patron 
and protector, which event was declared to me in Firmauns, written 
in your majefty’s own hand. 
~ © On thefe accounts, dreading left delay, in repairing difafters 
which breatened ruin to the enipire, fhould hereafter be laid to my 
charge, and anxious to acquire merit with God and your majefty, I 
marched from Booraunpore towards the’ prefence. At that period 
there was no one but the enemy of the faith with your majefty, to 
make eninity a crime. 

_ * Not, however, to regard my mere declarations, (as viétory and 
fuccefs come not without the divine aid, which is the confequence 
of obeying the laws of God) fuppofing my intentions not to have 
been juft and acceptable to the Almighty, how could this dependant 
on his court have been diftinguithed by fuch repeated inftances of 
his favour? 

6 Tf, during the life of your majefty, the plans of Dara Shekkoh 
had taken effect, and the empire become darkened by inhdelity and 
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error, and the laws of religion loft their fplendour, it would have 
proved difficult for you to have anfwered for fuch events at the 
great day of retribution, compared with which calamity, what has 
occurred by the will of the difpofer of empire, demands vour thank- 
fulnefs, 

* Your claims of gratitude upon me for my education are more 
than 1 am equal to difcharge ; ; and it is impoflible that, forgetting 
all your tenderneffes, I fhould for a fhort-lived exiftence wilfully 
give anguifh to the heart of my prote&tor. I know not, except in 
according with the will and decree of: God for the welfare of our 
religion and country, what injury has been done by me to your 
majelty? The infurreftion of prince Shuyah is concealed from no 
one, nor can it be fuppofed to proceed from aught but your ma- 
jefty’s invitation of him to Agra. As his troops have marched 
from Patna with defigns of difturbance and contention, and are are 
rived at Benares,. 1 have written to my fon to advance that way, 
and fhall myfeif follow him from Dhbely. If it is the will of God 
that my heart fhall be fatisfied with the affairs of that quarter, I will 
prepare for your majefty’s removal in a way that I think expreflive 
of my duty. 

‘ With refpeé& to the promotions and gifts I have conferred on 
various perfons, had I nct fince the period (when from ail quarters 
the whirlwinds of rebellion arofe) fo ated, how would thefe men, 
the fervants of gold, have attached themfelves to me; or, without 
this, how would my plans have fucceeded? If the tiles I have 
granted are cauadidly compared with thofe formerly conferred, it 
may, perhaps, appear which men were moft worthy of fuch ho- 
nours. 

* Relating to the evil intentions of Dara Shekkoh, what the Be- 
gum has told you is but the firft bud of them. When his wicked- 
nefs of heart and inward principle fhall be made fully known, jt 
will be feen what fort of man he was, and what a real bleffing his 
overthrow has proved. 

© Health and happinefs attend your fortunate days, and may your 
exalted fhadow be ever extended over us.’ P. 320. 


A tranflation of fome oriental table-talk, by captain Scott, 
may amufe, 


‘ It is related that, during one of the prophet’s campaigns, one 
of his followers requefted of him a camel to ride, as, from over- 
marching, walking was become difficult. The prophet replied, “ I 
will give thee a camel’s colt.” The man was vexed, and exclaim. 
ed, ** What thall I do, O prophet of God, with a colt?—I wanta 
_ camel to ride, for I have not ftrength to march on foot.” Mahum- 
mud fmiled, and faid, “‘ Did thou ever fee a camel that had not 
peen a colt ?” 





$A perfon, one day, coming to the prophet, faid, My father 
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wants thee.” The prophet replied, “ Is not thy father the man 
that has white in his eyes?’ “ Certainly not,” faid the man, fur- 
prifed. Mahummud, fmiling, faid, “* Why, thou foolifh fellow, 
didft thou ever fee a man whofe eyes were not furrounded by 


white?” 





= 


¢ Mahummud and Ali wers once eating dates together, when the 
former placed all the fheils on the plate of the latter unperceived; 
and, when they had finifhed, faid, “ He who has moft fhells muft 
have eaten moft dates.” “ No,” fays Ali, “ he furely muft have 
eaten moft who has fwallowed the fhells alfo.” 





¢ Some time before the divine comimand to keep women from 
the public view was revealed, the prophet and his wife, Ayefha, 
were fitting together, when Zohauk, a celebrated and valiant chief 
of Medina, but who was hideoufly ugly, came to pay him a vifit. 
In the courfe of converfation he faid, * I have at home, O prophet, 
two concubines much excelling in beauty the woman who fits by 
thee, and will, if thou chufeft, give thee one of them.” On this 
Ayetha, affronted, faid, “ Pray, who is handfomeft, thou or thy 
women ?” “ Blefs thee,” faid Zohauk, “ neither of them are equal to 


me in beauty.” 





¢ An Arabian once, in a mofque where Ali was prefent, faid his 
prayers in fuch am improper manner of pronunciation, as enraged 
_ the caliph, who, when he had ended, reproved him, and, hurling 
his flippers at his breaft, commanded him to repeat them; which 
the Arab did, with great propriety of tone and emphafis. After 
he had done, fays Ali, “ Surely thy laft prayers were better than 
the former.”” “ By no means,” replied the Arab, “ for the firft I 
faid from devotion to God, but the laft from dread of thy flippers.” 





¢ A Jew faid to the venerable Ali in argument on the truth of 
their religion, “* You had not even depofited your prophet’s body 
in the earth, when you quarrelled among yourfelves.” Ali replied, 
“ Our divifions proceeded from the lofs of him, not concerning 
our faith; but your feet were not yet dry from the mud of the 
Red Sea, when you cried unto Mofes, faying, make us, gods like 
thofe of the-idolaters, that we may worfhip them.” The Jew was 


confounded. 





¢ A perfon complained to Ali, faying, “ A man has declared he | 
dreamt that he flept with my mother, may I not infli€t upon him 
the: punifhment of tiie law ?—what is it?” Ali replied, “ Place him 
jn the fun, and beat his fhadow ; for what can be infli&ted on au 
imaginary crime but imaginary correétion ?” 





+ A cavalry officer having had his horfe ftolen, went about the 








Oufeley’s Oriental Colleions. 211 


ftreets, inquiring after him. One faid to him, it was your own 
fault, why did you not take care of him? Another remarked, that 
it muft have been the negligence of his flave in not locking the 
door; while a third faid, the porter of your inn was in fault in not 
watching the gate. ** Very true,” faid the officer, “ I find we were 
the only perfons guilty of offence, and that the thief alone is free 


from fault.” 





‘ A foldier was riding a vicious mule, when ftarting at fomewhat 
in the road, the bridle broke, and he ran away. A friend meeting 
the foldier, inquired where he was riding fo furioufly. “ Wherever 
my mule pleafes,’”’ faid the foldier. 





¢ Affim relates, that Haroon was once eating his “evening meal, 
when a roafted kid was fet before him. An Arab of the defert 
pafling, the caliph ordered him to fit down and partake, which he 
did with a ravenous appetite. * Why, thou teareft the animal with 
fuch fury,” faid Haroon, “ as if its fire had butted thy child to 
death.” That is not the cafe,” replied the Arab; “ but thou 
lookeft upon it with fuch a grudgeful and piteous eye, as if its mo- 
ther had given thee fuck.’ P. 329. 


Mr. Henley’s obfervations on a Pheenician infcription in 
Wales, given in Gibfon’s Camden, ard there fuppofed to be 
Welch, do not imprefs us with full conviction. 

We pafs fome oriental itineraries, two Chinefe tunes, and 
Mr. Penn’s eterna! IITP, to extract an ode of Hafiz, trans- 
Jated by the editor of the ColleCtions. 


‘ This monkifh habit which I wear fhall ferve as a pledge for 
wine; and this unmeaning volume fhall be funk in an ocean of 
good liquor. 
~ © How have I wafted life !—as far as I can look around, we owe 
our ruin to the love of wine and diffipation. 

¢ How remote is true meditation from the profeffion of a der- 
veifh, or a ftate of poverty !—My breaft is all on fire—my eyes 
full of tears. 

¢ I fhall not tell the ftory of my enamoured heart to the world : 
or if 1 do tell it, it muft be to the found of the harp or violin. 

¢ As the fphere of the world thus moves round without inter- 
miffion, my head is giddy with a paffion for the lovely cnp-bearer, 
whilft my hand feizes the goblet of wine. 

* From a miftrefs like thee, I can never turn away my heart— 
Yes—but if I .do, at any time, it will be only from one of thy ring= 
lets to another. 

‘ When you fhall be old, Hafiz, then depart from the wine 
tavern: but firft enjoy, whilft young, the pleafures of drinking and 
ef convivial mirth.’ P. 357s 
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The adventures of Cai Caus, in his war with the Deeves, 
_ form a curious fragment of oriental fable. The Deeves were 

the fatyrs of Perfian fables, as the Peris were the fairies. 

We afterwards meet with a catalogue of oriental MSS. 
which were brought from India by captain Scott, and are now 
to be foid by Meff. Cadell and Davies. , 

Some tranflated fketches of Perfian zoology, with figures 
from the original MS. only difclofe the fabulous ideas enter- 
tamed in the Eait-on this fubje&t. The defcription of the Gi- 
rafal, or camelopard, is the moft interefting. 

The next article prefents four poems, without tranflations. 

Queries, anfwers, and notices, with an index to the voe 
lume, clofe this number. 





The Wreath ; compofed of Selections from Sappho, Theocritus, 
Bion, and Mofchus. Accompanied by a profe Tranflation, 
with Notes. To which are added Remarks on Shakefpere, 
fc. and a Comparifon between Horace and Lucian. By 
Edward Du Bois. 8vo. 6s. Boards. White. 1799. 


THIS mifcellaneous publication cannot juftly be regarded 
as of prime importance in its objet, or of fuperlative merit 
in its execution. The notes, whether of elegant obfervation, 
or critical decifion, are impreffed with the marks both of tafte 
and erudition; and, indeed, the reader may expect fuch indie 
cations, when he is informed, that the tranflator is indebted in 
this part of his performance to the friendly affiftance of Mr. 
Capel Lofft. How far Mr. du Bois is qualified to transfufe 
the beauties of thefe fimple, delicate, and chafte fpecimens of 
Greciarr poefy into our language in a profe tranflation, our 
readers will be enabled to determine from fome quotations 
which we will fubmit to their notice. 


_ © Woe, woe to Venus! Zhe beautiful Adonis is no more! Echo 
replies aloud, The beautiful Adonis is no more! Who would not 
moan the haplefs love of Venus? Alas, Alas! When fhe faw and 
énew of Adonis’s intolerable wound, when on his feedle thigh fhe 
perceived the purple blood, jighing with extended arms fhe cried, 
Stay, O Adonis! Unhappy Adonis, ftay, that I may have thee at 
the laft, that I may embrace thee, and mix my lips with thy lips.’ 
Pp, 6. ' 


© As at ray Kubeseravy Anwadero narog Adwyise 
Ayw 9" avreCoarev, Anwaero xados Adwyis. 
Kumpidos aivoy spwra rig ex exravoey av; Al au. 
‘Qs dev, wes evoyrev Adwridos aoryerov Edx05, 
‘Qs ie Powioy aime wapasvonerw TEDL Lng, 
Tlayeas aumeracaon xivupero, Meivoy Adwys, 
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Avsmorue petvoy Adwyi, wavvoraroy ws oe xinNEIU, 
Qs ce mecinrvew, nas yerrea elAcos migw. P. Jo 


We have diftinguifhed the improprieties or inelegancies of 
the tranflation by Italic letters. it would have been better to 
render, Beautiful Adonis! without the; and replied. ‘The 
original requires alfo, *‘ Who would not have moaned— ?’ 
namely, ‘ If they had been prefent at the time.’ In the next 
claufe, the vigour of the original is much relaxed by the m- 
troduction of the copula. It fhould rather be thus: * When 
fhe faw, when fhe perceived, the infupportable wound of Ado- 
nis; when the few on his fading thigh the purple blood, with 
extended arms fhe moaned—’ 


¢ Venus called her fon, Cupid, with a loud voice, /aying, If 
any one, /ees love wandering in the public ways, he is my fugitive: 
the difcoverer fhall have a gift. Thy reward thall be a kif; from 
Venus: but if thou bring’it him, not a mere kifs, but thou, O 
friend, fhalt have fomething more.’ Pp. 32. 


“*A Kuro roy Eowra rov visa wanpov sCworpel, 
Ei ris evt tpsodosos TWAavwuevoy eidey Eowra, 
Aoameridas euos sori’ 0 wavuras yeoas eter. 
Misbos rot, To PiAaua ro Kumzidoss yy 0” ayayrs vir, 
Ov yopvoy 70 DiAaua, 710", w Levey nas TAsoy efeis.’ P. 33. 


The following attempt, we apprehend, is more accurate. 

‘ Venus was making a loud proclamation for her fon Cu- 
pid: If any one have feen Cupid wandering in the publics 
roads, he is my runaway : the difcoverer {hall have a pre/ent. 
Thy reward fhatl be the kifs of Venus: but if thou dring him, 
thou fhalt not merely have a kifs, O my friend, but eves’ 
fomething more.’—But how infipid is each verfion in compa- 
rifon with the original ! , 

We will prove by an additional fpecimen, though the learned 
teader will not think another fpecimen neceffary for this pur- 
pofe, that Mr. du Bois is not thoroughly initiated in the 
greater myfferies of the Greek tongue. ‘This fpecimen thall 
be that incomparable paflage from the elegy of Mofchus on 
the death of Bion; a paffage univerfally and juftly admired ; 
of which Dr. Jortin’s elegant imitation will be recolle&ted by 
many of our readers. 


‘ Begin your grief, Mufes of Sicily, begin! Alas! Alas! When 
mallows or green parfley, or the curled flourifhing anife, die in the 
garden, hereafter they revive, and in another year are barn :. but 
we who are great, and ftrong, or wife men, we, without heari 
fleep in the concave earth, a very long, an infinite fleep, from 
which never we can be roufed.’ P. §2. 


“ Apyere LimeAimas rw wevbers, apysre Moscas. 
Al Gh TOb MAAAMAS MEY ETAY MATA KATO ChWwYTAL, 
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H ra yAwpa vediva, vo 7” evdargs srov avybov, 

“Yorecov av Cwovrs, xas Els ETOS AAA Ouovet 

Auwes 0° of weyaros, xual xaprEpo1, y Topor avdpesy 
‘Onnore towra Savwmes, avanoos ev bows xo1Aa 

Evdowes ev para manpoy arepuova vyryperov Umvoy. P. $3. 

An entirely new verfion will moft effectually difcover the 
deficiencies of that which we have quoted. 

‘ Begin, Sicilian Mufes! begin the lamentation! Alas! 
alas! when the mallows, and the green parfley, and the beau- 
tifully-blooming curled anife, have perifhed in the garden, 
they revive, and {pring up againft another year: but we men, 
the great and ftrong and wife, when we once are dead, fleep 
infenfible in the hollow ground an exceedingly long, an end- 
lefs, an unwaking fleep !’ 

Though a love of truth, and our duty to the public—en- 
gagements paramount to all that private confideration of an 
author, to which we are moft flrongly prompted by the na- 
tive philanthropy of our feelings—have extorted from us thefe 
free animadverfions on the tranflation now before us, we are 
of opinion, that the young fludent in the Greek language may 
read this publication beth with pleafure and improvement ; 
and that in the notes, which are very varied in their charac- 
ter, will be found many remarks highly gratifying and in- 
ftrudtive, not merely to the tyro, but even to tte iand in 
ancient literature. But we are not convinced of the propriety 
of placing the original text by the fide of the tranflation, and 
thus enhancing the fize and expenfe of the book; becaufe 
fcholars, in general, poffefs fome edition of the tranflated au- 
thors: to them, therefore, the Greek is fuperfluous ; and the 
mere Engliih reader will only be mortified by viewing in an 
elegant reprefentation what he is unable to comprehend. It 
may alfo be doubted whether a profe tranflation can be exe- 
cuted with fuch an union of {weetnefs, fimplicity, and fide- 
lity, as to convey any tolerable conception of the beautiful 
originals to a mere Englifh fcholar. After all the difcuffions 
which have taken place on the effence and conftitution of 
poetry, it will ever be difputed by competent judges of the fub- 
ject, whether a principal portion of the pleafure, derived from 
this fource, does not originate in the dexterous execution and 
fkilful modulation of the numbers. In our opinion, inven- 
tion, fentiment, and language, without verfe, have no claim 
to that chara€teriftic appellation ; nor is fimple verfe, divefted 
of enthufiaftic fancy, and appropriate embellifhments of dic- 


tion, entitled to the name. 
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Confiderations on the Impolicy of treating for Peace with the prefent 
Regicide Government of France. 8v0. 25. Belle 1799. 


"THESE confiderations are thofe of an arrogant and ignorant man, 
who ventures upon matters too high for him. This wordy pam- 
phleteer, after Mr. Windham, advifes the conqueft of France, in 
order to the impofition of a government upon that people. Perhaps 
we cannot better fhow the reader the folly of this writer, than by 
quoting his firft page. 


‘ A great crifis is approaching: already Holland, liberating, re- 
ceives her liberties from Britith generofity ; the victorious armies of 
the emperors are advancing to the frontiers of France; and the mo- 
ment appears to be at hand when, under the divine favour of provi- 
dence, Europe, and more efpecially thefe kingdoms, fhall alike be 
indebted for their deliverance, and future fafety, to the virtue, the in- 
trepidity, and the wifdom of his majefty’s minifters. The inflexible 
{pirit of a brave and magnanimous nation is happily feconding their 
exertions; and in the pleafing fpeétacle of an united people, and an 
unanimous Cabinet, an encouraging omen is held out to thofe fub- 
jugated and fuffering ftates which are imploring our affiftance, that 
to the protective arm of England is referved the elevated deftiny of | 
accomplifhing their deliverance.’ “Pp. 1. 


Time and experience are the greateft teachers; but even the 
leffons which they afford are of no avail for the inftruction of fools. 


The Power of Parliaments confidered, in a Letter to a Member of 
Parliament. No Publifher’s Name. 1799. 


In this well-written pamphlet, the author endeavours to prove, 
what is certainly too evident to need pioof, that the parliament, pof- 
{fling only a delegated authority, is not omuipotent, or greater than 
the people. : : 

Indeed it grieves us that we live in times when it is neceffary to 
refute the oppofite doctrine; a doétrine which cannot prevail 
among ft the enlightened members of a rational community. 


Stri@ures on the propofed Union between Great Britain and Ireland ; 
with occafional Remarks. By Nicholas Gay, E/q. F. R. 8. 8vo0. 
1s. 6d. Stockdale. 1799. 


' Mr, Gay is a writer of fo much good humour, that, though no- 
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thing can be learned from his pamphlet, we are not difpleafed with 
it, or fatigued by it. We beg his pardon-for faying that nothing can 
be learned from his pamphlet: he is a travelled man, and he tells us 
plainly that the poor and peafantry of Ireland are worfe fed, worfe 
clothed, and worfe lodged, than any others in Europe. This he afcribes 
to the Irifh parliament; and, as nothing can be worfe, he thinks the 


wnion defirable, 


Subftance of the Speech of his Royal Highne/s the Duke of Clarence, in 
the Houfe of Lords, on the Motion for the Recommitment of the Slave 
Trade Limitation Bill, on the Fifth Day of Fuly, 1799. Bvo. 25. 
Rivingtons. 

If we are to form our opinion of the fpeech of the duke of Cla- 
rence from this copy of it, which is faid to have been publifhed by 
his authority, we muft fay that it has received too much praife. If 
we except the details of the hiftory of the flave trade, which muft 
have been colleéted with fome labor, there is nothing in this fpeech 
entitled evento common approbation. The language is remarkably 
loofe, and the argumentation is deftitute of logical precifion. The 
harangue difcovers not the polifh of literature, the fire of genius, or 
the accuracy of an acute mind.’ In order to account for the praifes 
beltowed on it by the friends and fupporters of the flave trade, we 
are obliged to recollect the high rank of their advocate. 


Subftance of the Bifhop of Rochefter’s Speech in the Houfe of Peers, 
Friday, Fuly 5, 1799, in the Debate upon the Second Reading of 
the Bill to prehibit the Trading in Slaves on the Coaft of Africa, 
within certain Limits. 8vo. 15s. Robfons 1799. 


This fpeech, unlike the preceding, as well in the principles which 
it maintains as in the learning and talent which it difplays, does no 
difcredit to the reputation of the prelate who delivered it. We per- 
ceive in it the polifh of the {cholar, and the eafy and pointed elocu- 
tion of a cultivated mind. The weaknefs and futility of the bifhop’s 
reafoning, however, are evident where he attempts to aflign a caufe 
why an exprefs and pointed prohibition of flavery, like one of the ten 
commandments, is not found in the Chriftian code. He fays, that, 
although the {pirit and principles of Chriftianity are hoftile in the 
greateft degree to flavery in every form, yet Jefus Chrift knew that 
flavery, in fome form or other, would at all times exif in the world, 
and therefore he delivered no particular prohibition concerning it. 

Now we are perfuaded that the acute mind of the bifhop of Ro- 
chefter muft have been aware of the folly of fuch reafoning. Did 
not Jefus Chrift £vow that adultery, theft, and murder, would always 
take place in the world; and yet he exprefsly prohibits thefe crimes, 
which were alfo prohibited by Mofes, How defirable is it that 
men would reafon ingenuoufly and follow truth whitherfoever it may 


lead ! | 
An apoftolical prohibition, however, the bifhop his found. As 
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he feempto hay pap tenet: of this, and as Mr. Gilbert Wake- 
field has Pies | ted on this part,ofthe {peech, in juftice to-the 
learned prelate we. quote it entire, | : Log 


| © The Apoftle St. Paul, my Lords, in the firft of his epiftles- to 
St. Timothy My Lords, the Bible is to be treated in this houfe 
with reverence. If I find occafion in argument, upon a fubjec& 
likeghe prefent, to quote particular. texts, any noble Lord who may 
think proper to receive fuch quotations with a laugh, muft expect, 
that I call him to order. I was faying, my Lords, that St. Paul, 
in the firft of his epiftles to St. Timothy, having {poken of perfons 
that were. ‘ lawlefs and difobedient, ungodly, finners, unholy and 
j profane,” proceeds to {pecify, and diftinguith the feveral characters 
and defcriptions of men, to which he applies thofe very general epi- 
thefts. And they are thefe, * murtherers. of fathers, murtherers of 
mothers, man-flayers, they that defile themfelves with mankind, 
men-ftealers.”” Man-ftealing, your lordfhips feey is placed by the 
apoftle in the fcale of crime, next after parricide, homicide, and 
fodomy.. Now. what is man-ftealing, my lords? Is it not kidnap- 
ping and’ panyaring? Your lordfhips then cannot doubt, that this 
text condemns and prohibits the flave-trade, in one at leaf of its 
moft productive modes. Buty my lofds, I yo farther. I maintain 
that this text, rightly interpreted, condemns,ard prohibits the flave- 
i} ~—__ trade generally, in all its modes. It ranks the flave-trade in the de- 
{cending {cale of crime, next after parricide, homicide, and fodomy. 
¢ The original word, for-which the Englith Bible gives, “ men- 
ftealers,” is avdpamodiorys. Our tranflators haye taken the word in 
the reftriéted fenfe, which it bears in the Attic law.. In which . 
the d/xy dvdpamodicue was a criminal profecution for the fpecific 
crime of kidnapping, the pepalty of which was death. But your 
lordfhips know, that the phrafeology of the holy fcriptures, efpe- 
cially in the preceptive part, is a popular phrafeology. And my. 
noble and learned friend, oppofite to me, very well knows, that 
f dyipamodierys, in its popular fenfe, is a perfon, who ‘4, deals in 
) i men,” literally, a flave-trader. .That is the Englith word, literally 
and exaétly correfponding to the Greek *.. That noble and learned 
lord knows very well, that the Greek word is fo explained by the 
learned grammarian. Euftathius, and by other grammarians of .the 
firft authority ¢.. I-repeat it therefore, my lords, onge more, it can 
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« * “ Who will there be to fell you flaves,” fays Poverty to Chremulus in 
the Plutus (a& 2. fc. 5.) “ when the other will have money in plenty as well as 
you?” ** Some merchant,” replies Chremulus, “ defirous of gain, coming from 
Theflaly, wap wrelewy avdpamoticay, where ilave-traders are moft numerous."’ See 
the Scholiaft on the paflage. : 

_ * Much has been faid in defence of the : de frorh the example of anti- 
quity. The faé however is, that the perfons WhO carried it on were univerfally 
infamous. For dydparobicic, “a flave-trader,”” in the Greek language, Was an 
appellation of the higheft infamy and reproach. . Yougould not call aman by a 
worfe name. Vide Scholiaft 4riftoph. Thefmoph. liv, 825, 

‘ + Euftath. ad. Il, H. 475. Schol, Ariftoph. ad. Plut. Jin. sar. 
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not too often be repeated, that in this text of feripture, the flave= 
trade is condemned and prohibited by name, as a thing abominable 
in the fight of God, and wicked; in the next degree, to anes 


P. 40. 


RELIGION, 


Rome is Fallen! A Sermon; preached at the Vifitation held at 
Scarborough, Furte 5, 1798. By Francis a9 M. A. 4f0. 
Dilly. 1798. 

Babylon the great is fallen; but its fall has not been aécompanied 
with thofe triumphant fhouts which our anceftors thought would 
have attended the deftruction of what they termed an idolatrous 
church, The Romanifts, indeed, have rather eaufe to triumph, 
They may now point to the interpretations of a Bellarnfine and a 
Boffuet, and maintain, that, as the fympathifing tears of proteftant 
paftors could not be fhed for the mother of harlots, the types in the’ 
revelations have been hitherto mifapplied, and their church has been 
unjuftly ftigmatifed. One clergyman, however, has ventured to 
exprefs his joy on this occafion, and, in a fall meeting of his bre~ 
thren, to reprobate thofe atrocities by which the papal power was 
eftablifhed. 

mie greater part of the difcourfe relates to the improvement that 

be derived by the clergy from the awful example which 
pesiibid has fet before them. The preacher is earneft in de= 
fcribing the duties of a Chriftian paftor; but he is perhaps too 
pointed when he cenfures the purfuits of the field, and joins the fe- 
tioufnefs of fcripture with farcafms on the faults which we fhould 
hope are rately found amongft the northern clergy. ‘ Forfaking 
then: our néts, our pointers, and our fox-hounds, and our patron- 
hunting, let us become followers of them who through faith inherit 
the promife.” 

Having mentioned the duties to be purfued and the errors to be 
avoided, “he concludes the whole with fome excelleht remarks on’ 
‘ total feclufion and exceffive zeal.’ Our readers, we think, will be 
pleafed with the following extract for the latter topic. 


¢ Still lefs would I be fuppofed, in enforcing she neceffity of 
more fervent zeal, to recommend or countenance its excefs. . Re- 
membering that every virtue has its w/¢ra as well as its citra, and 
that the rock of Scytla’ demanded at leaft as much of the marine?t’s 
caution as the whirlpool of Charybdis, let us fo therefore moderate 
and qualify its oi it gh it rife not to the flaming degree of 
religious intolerance. ugh of blgod has already flowed 1 to the 
Moloch of perfecution’: on time tat’ his‘dungeons fhould be de- 
ftroyed, and his fires extinguithed, Let us obey Him, who has de- 
duied he will:have mercy, and not facrifice ; and—-from not one 
or two, but a.thoufand inftances in hidory—wherein we fee meti 
(probably miuch wifer and better than wurfelves) adopting and 
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maintaining, fometimes even with their lives, opinions now univer- 
fally exploded as erroneous—let us infer the poffibility of our being 
likewife in error: having fo long contended againft the infallibility 
of the Romifh hierarchy, let us avoid the inconfiftency—not to 
mention the prefumptuoufnefs—of fetting up for one of our own : 
Tet us recolleét that gtrieral councils and convocations, however 
upright or ingenious, are alike compofed but of men; and that 
creeds and canons 2nd articles, however excellent, are ftill but -of 
human fabrication. Embracing therefore thofe of our own chureth, 
as in our judgment moft conformable to fcripture—let us neither 
call down fire from heaven, nor kindle it upon earth—for the pu- 
nifhment of thofe who judge differently : : let us not exhibit our mif- 
taken godlinefs at the expencé of our humanity, nor ereét an altar 
to Faith upon the ruins of the temple of Charity:’ Pp. 31. 


The cémpofition is evidetitly that of a young man of a brilliant 
imagination. The hotes with which his pages ate oftentatioufly 
crowded are proofs of reading and learfiing; but the luxuriatiey of 
his conceptions demands the frequent application of thé pruning- 
knife ; and, in his purfuit of a metaphor, he falls irito the peipa- 
suisdes. We will point out an inftahce, with a view of preventing 
fimilar lapfes. The late attacks on Chriftianity are thus teprefented: 


‘ The enemies. of Chriftianity, however, among{t us—though, 
from her ftronger pofition, they have been unfuccefsful, are fill 
many and audacious and perfevering : With a troop of arguments 
(if they may be complimented with the name of arguments) ) confit. 
ing chiefly ‘of veterans long difcharged for inefficiency, re-inforted 
occafionally by a few raw and ftill more ineffe€tive recruits, they 
have dared to think of ftorming the citadel of God: They have 
reared their fhort and fragile ladters, they have advanced their paper 
battering- -ramis, aus they have retired from before it, as their prede- 
ceffors in the fame unnatural warfare have ever done, defeated and 
difgraced : alike impregnable to fcience (falfely fo called) and to fo- 
phiftry, it may bid defiarice to the united efforts of force and fraud 
from without—provided the garrifon remain alert and vigilant 
within.’ P. 21. 


We confider paper battering-rams as 4 poor conceit. 


‘ There, plunged in the depth of unexplored folitudes, the faitts 
of the pillar and the cavern long ago had their day—a day, never to 
return. But the lefs inhuman feclufion of the moiiaftery prevailed 
for many centuries throughout the extent of Chriftendom : and their 


- Right too is approaching—’ P.. 30. 


The antithefis of day and night feems to havé been too fondly 
caught at, 

We were furprifed at obferving a hint from the author, that the 
Purfuits of Literature had been afcribed to him. Much as we have 
feen in print and heard ina great variety of companies on this fubé 
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je@t, fuch a thought never fuggefted itfelf to us or to any of thofé 
with whom we are acquainted: but we commend Mr. Wrangham 
for difavowing all concern in a work which would do more credit 
to‘his head.than to his heart. 


A Sermon preached before the Univerfity of Oxford, at St. Mary’s on 
Weduefday, February 27, 1799; being the Day appointed by his 
Majefty’s royal Proclamation to be obferved as a Day of Solemn 
Fafting and Humiliation. By Charles Sawkins, M. A. &c. 
4to. 15. 6d. Rivingtons. 1799. 


In this fenfible and judicious difcourfe, the preacher, after point- 
ing out the fources of the believer's hope, and the alleviations.of his 
worldly forrow, applies the confiderations which he had been fug- 
gefting to the immediate occafion of the day. 

In the courfe of his fermon, he draws a picture of the prefent 
time, compared with that of the Reformation; from which he is led 
to ‘appeal to the impartial judgment of every one, who is competent 
to judge, whether that general reverent regard to the {criptures, and 
diligence in the ftudy of them,’ which were fo confpicuoufly mani- 
fefted at the former zra, ‘ have not been greatly diminifhed in this 
nation ? and whether, if they have, fuch a change can have taken 
place without having produced correfpondent effects upon our faith 
and our manners ?” 

He afterwards makes the following application of his fubjeét, 
equally fenfible and pious. 


_ © Whatever may be the agerandizement of our enemies, we fhall 
at all times be in fafety, if we put our whole truft in him. We 
muft ufe our beft judgment; we muft employ all lawful means ; 
we muft faithfully and f{trenuoufly do our part: but, when we have 
done all, our reliance muft be not on ourfelves, but on him. We 
muft' truft in him,. whilft the means of defence, and the advantages 
which we poflefs, fhall be continued to us; and we muft truft in 
him ftill, if they fhould be all taken from us. Wo unto him that is 
fainthearted ! for he believeth not, therefore fhall he not be defended. 
Tt is well-pleafing unto God that our faith fhould gather ftrength, 
as our worldly hopes are withdrawn. Before the throne of his ma- 
jefty no one ever humbled himfelf in vain. On the truth of his 
affurance and on the ftrength of his arm no one ever too firmly re- 
lied, When all apparent refources fhall have been exhaufted, when 
all vifible means fhall have been tried in vain, ftill he is all fufficient. 
If we cannot be delivered according to any human probabilities, ftill, 
if it is his gracious purpofe to deliver us, he will deliver us againft 
them all: he will ftand in the midft between us and our deftruétion : 
he will bid us to continue in fafety'and in power, in wealth and in 
honour, as a people, and to glorify him for the wonders that he hath 
wrought in our behalf.’ rp. 32. 


~ Upon the-whole we may affirm, that we have not lately read any 
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faft-fermon in which more good fenfe, more folid obfervation, 
more temperate difcuffion of political matters, and more rational 
well-directed piety, are to be found than in the prefent difcourfe. 


A Sermon, delivered in the Church of St. Magnus, London Bridge, 
November 25th ; and in the Church of Alhallows the Great and the 
Lefs, Thames Street, December 16, 1798; before the Affociated 
Volunteer Companies, in the Wards of Bridge, Candlewick, and 
Dowgate. By William Vincent, D. D. 8c. 8vo.* 1s, Ca- 


dell and Davies. 1799. 


This is a fenfible and well-compofed difcourfe. The preacher, 
intending to inveftigate the facred nature and the rights of property, 
felected for his text the paffage in Deut. xxvii. 17. * Curfed be he 
that removeth his neighbour’s land-mark.’ He confiders property, 
firft, as the eftablifiment of God ; fecondly, as the end and object 
of fociety ; and, thirdly, as the true and only folid fupport of ‘the 
community in which welive. In this difcuffion, the learned divine 
offers many folid obfervations, with a view of combating the new 
principles of liberty and equality, and in vindication of the motives 
which prompted our volunteers to take up arms. He draws a 
ftriking pi€ture of the miferies of other countries, and particularly 
of the calamities of unoffending Switzerland, over-run with French 
principles and French arms, which he holds up to view as a warning 
of what we may expect if we fhould not be prepared to make a 
refolute refiftance. 


Bight Sermons preached (as Lady Moyer’s Lefures) in the Cathedral 
' Church of St. Paul, London, in the Year 1757. To which is added, 
a Latin Oration, Jpoken in the Hall, at Magdalen College, Oxford, 
on the Founder’s Day, Fuly 22, 1733. By William Clements, 
A. M. ce. 80. §s.. Rivingtons. 


Thefe fermons, although preached above forty years ago, have 
not long been publithed. 

The writer, in his preface, informs us, that‘ the cuftom of an- 
nually appointing a new preacher of thefe lectures having been dii- 
continued for feveral years, he had been induced carefully to review 
the difcourfes he had formerly delivered, and, in compliance with 
his own inclination and the advice of friends, now to print and pub- 
lifh them.’ 

Why the appointment of au annual preacher of thefe endowed 
lectures of lady Moyer is difcontinued, we are not informed : but we 
prefume that the truftees or curators of this fund can fatisfactorily 
account for this apparent deviation from the will of the foundrefs, 

The fermons of Mr. Clements are an exprefs vindication of the 
doétrines contained in the Athanafian creed. On a fubjeé& which 
has been fo laborioufly handled by Pearfon, Bull, Waterland, and 
many other, divines, we cannot expect new arguments ; it is there- 


fore no difparagement to the i nt volume to oy that it contains 
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tone. The difcourfes are, however, compofed with care, and are, 
apparently, the refult of great labour. The arguments upon thé 
orthodox fyftem are fairly and clearly adduced, whle anfwers are 
given to the ufual objegtions of apti-trinitarigns. We obferve that 
the writer’s fentiments on the authority of the church to determine 
what is to be received as the fenfe of {cripture in matters of faith, are 
fimilar to thofe of bifhop Hare and Dr, Rogers, It isa fubjeét which, 
ifpyrfued, would afford an ample field of difcuffign, and upon which, 
after all, differences of opinion will unavoidably be entertained. 


The Confolations of Pure Chriftianity. A Difcourfe, delivered at 
Cullompton, Fuly 5, 1798, before the Society of Unitarian Chrif- 
tians, eflablifhed jn the Weft of England, for promoting Chriftian 
Knowledge, and the Praéice of Virtue, by the Diftribution of 
Book: By ¥. aac. 12m0, 8d. Johnfon. 


This difcourfe is a profeffed vindication of the principles of our 
modern Socinians. It lays claim to * confolations’ peculiar to thofe 
who hold fuch fentintents. But thefe confolations are of a nature 
which the orthodox will not covet, being derived from what they 
will confider as.a degradation of the perfon of Chrift. 

Mr. Ifaac dogimatifes upon the topics he difcuffes, in a manner 
which, though it evinces the perfuafion of his own mind, will not 
produce general conviction. 

He afférts, that none of ‘the Jews who may well be fuppofed to 
know fomething of the meaning of their own writings or Scriptures, 
ever conceived that the prophecies relating to the Meffiah taught 
them to expect any but a man fupremely illuminated of Jehovah, 
their God.’ In reply to this affertion, it would not be difficult to 
fhow that the ancient Jews (however their defcendents, fince the 
coming of Chrift, have thought fit to differ from them) had fome 
notion of a Trinity in the Godhead, and confidered the Meffiah as 
the /ubgantial Word of God. This, we think, will appear evident 
from confulting the apocryphal books ; from the paraphrafes on the 
Scriptures which were read publicly among the Jews (we refer 
particularly to the Targum of Onkelos oa Gen, xxviii. 21, on Le- 
Vit. xxvi. 12, &c.); as well as from the writings of their ancient 
doctors, Philo and others, who exprefsby call the #ord, ‘the Son of 
God and Maker of the World,’ declare him to be God who appeared 
to Adam, to Abraham, and to Mofes in the bufh, and afcribe divine 
attribuies to him, as well as give him the incommunicable name of 


mab lake 
' “‘Withregard to the heathens alfo, it is well knawn that fome of their 


greateft philofophers (whether they received it immediately from the 
Jews, or from thé Egyptians who had it from them), {peak of a Tri 
nity in the Divine Being, and of the Aoyos by name, as the Creatar 
of all things.—We will not enter more particularly into this dif- 
cuffion ; but when dogmatifts affert what faéts contradi&, a regard for 
truth obliges us to st a {uch affertiens, 
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A Sermon, on the: Influence of Religion in promoting the Peace and 
Profperity of Kingdoms aad States, 4fo. 15. 6d, Longman 
and Rees. 1.798. 


The anonymous author of this difcourfe (which, we think, pro™ 
ceeds from the pen of a layman) delivers, in appropriate language, 
the fentiments of a pious well-wither to his country. . in the notes 
{ubjoined, he difcovers fome acquaintance with ancient and modern 
literature. The dedication and appendix, exclufive of the notes, 
are out of all due proportion (being equal) to the length of the fer- 
mon. The former contains a variety of high-wrought compliments 
to the prime minifter...In this panegyric, as the author’s name is 
concealed, candor obliges us to fuppofe him to be both fincere and 
difinterefted. 


“4 Sermon on Death; preached in the Parifh Church of St, Giles’s in 
the Fields, on Sunday, December'9, 1798. By the Rev T. Dea/on. 
8vo. ‘1s, Hatchard. 


The preacher delivered this difcourfe in the church of St. Giles 
in the Fields, when he was a candidate for the lecturefhip: of that 
parifh, which, however, he did not obtain. The fermon is lively 
and animated; and fome of the reflections are pleafing and ingeni- 
ous. But the ducidus ordo is not appareat ; and there is an affecta- 
tion of fhining, which gives occafional difguft. 


The Days of Vifitation. A Sermon preached in the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, before the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, the 
Aldermen, Sheriffs, the Common Council of the City of London, the 
Honourable the Artillery Compariy, and the Temple Bar and St. 
Paul’s Difrrié . Military Affociation, on Wednefday, the Twmenty- 
Seventh of February, 1799, being the Day appointed by His Ma- 
jefty to be obferved as a General Faft. By Thomas Bowen, M. A. 
Je, 4to. 1s. Rivingtons. 1799. 

This ferman is well fuited to the occafion. oa which it,was deli- 
vered: the obfervations naturally flow from the iybjed, and the 
ftyle is fuch as to claim fome commendation. 


The Day of Trouble ; a Sermon preached on the Day poatucr Jor a 
General Faft, March the 7th, 1798; in the Chapel of Mile#End 
New Town, Stepney. By the Rev. Folny Cottingham, Minifier of 


the faid Chapel, and late of St. Edmund's Hall, Oxford, - 8x0. 
ts. Gardner. 


Amidft the variety of faf-/ermons which have been publithed of 
late years, we fee little in the prefent difcourfe to difcriminate, or to 
commend. The preacher dwells, in a loofe declamatory way, ‘on 
the common-place (although, undoubtedly, not the lefs important) 
topics of national fins and individual reformation. 


A Faft Sermon for Februory the 27th, 1799; from Ifaiah, Chap. Xx. 


Ver. 5. By Stephen Weffon, B.D. F. R. S, Se, gto. 15. 
Stockdale. . 1799. 


We cannot fay that we have derived any great fatisfaction from 


Q.4 

















224 MontHuiy CaTaLocyve. 


the perufal of this difcourfé, as the ideas and expreffions are’ fre- 
quently reprehenfible. ...The preacher’s objea, however, is Beads 
and he properly inculcates the duty of repentance, 


cane 


LA W. 


A Treatife on the Law of Bills of Exchange, Checks on’ Rabie, 
Promiffiry Notes, Bankers’ Cafh Notes; ‘and Bank-Notes. By 
Fofeph Chitty, Efq. 8vo. 6s, Boards, Brookes. 1799. 


Accurate ftatements of the law concerning bills of exchange and 
fimilar negotiable inftruments, and of various illuftrative,decifions, 
are unquettionably of mercantile importance: for the prefent trea- 
tife, however, we do not perceive that any neceflity exifted, feve- 
ral publications of acknowledged correctnefs and utility on this fub- 
jet having-appeared within the laft few years. Mr. Chitty is 
certainly not inferior to his predeceffors in diligence and merit ; but 
we approve not the unneceflary multiplication of books. 


An Effay on Ufes and Trufts, and on the Nature and Operation of 
Conveyances at Common Law, and thofe deriving their Effe from 
the Statute of Ujes. By Francis Williams Sanders, Efq. 2 Pols, 
8vo, .. 10s. 6d, Boards. Brookes. 1799. 


Mr. Sanders’ Effay on Ufes and Trufts has already received the 
approbation due to the merits of accuracy and utility. The prefent 


edition is. thus introduced to the notice of the reader. 


‘Tn preparing a fecond edition of this effay for the prefs, the 


“author has been induced to make confiderable alterations in the 


general arrangement of his work, with a view of rendering it more 


‘perfpicuous and methodical: He has omitted every thirg, which 


he conceived to be fuperfluous 3 in the former edition; and he has 
fo compreffed the ‘reniaining parts of it, that, notwithftanding the 
introdudion of much new matter and the addition of two long pre~ 
cedents, the bulk of-the work has not been materially increafed.’ 


-Vol.\i.-P. iti. 


“We approve the alterations mentioned by. Mr, Sanders, which 
we think, will render his book ftill more acceptable to the ftudents 
of the law, 


MEDICINE, &c. 


Thefaurus Medicaminum—A new Collefion of Medical Prefcrip- 

»~ tions, diftributed into Twelve Claffes, and acccmpanied with Phar- 
maceutical and Pradical Remarks, exhibiting a View of the Ma- 
seria Medica and Praéice of Phyfic both at Home and Abroad, 
With an Appendix, and other Additions, by a Member of the Lon- 
don College of Phyficians. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Baldwin. 


When the firft volume of a Syftem of Materia Medica reached 
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zis, “4 by. the author of Thefauris Medicaminum,” we were ata 
lofs to idifoover, fince the latter was.a ‘fecond edition, how the firk 
bad efcaped us; but we found, on perdfing the Thefaurus Me- 
dicaminum, that we:had noticed the firft edition under the title,of 
a * Colleétion of Medical Prefcriptions,” in the fourth volume of 
our New. Arrangement, p..353.. Since that time, chemiftry and 
pharniacy have fpoken a.new language; many new articles have 
been added to the Materia Medica, chiefly from the laboratory ; 
and the old ones have been varioutly modified.. A>new edition 
was therefore neceflary ; and we find in this the fame fidelity, the 
fame judgment, and thé fame extent of information, that deferved 
praife inthe former. The work affords a complete view of the 
Supetlex Medica of the prefent cera. 


Cafes of the Diabetes Mellitus, with the Refults of the Trials of 
certain Acids and other Subftances in.thé Cure of the Lues Venerea. 
By Fohn Rollo, M. D.. Surgeon-General of the Royal Artillery. 
Second Edition. With large Additions. Svo. 8s. Boar ds. Dilly. 


The author's object, and our fentiments of this work, will ap- 
pear from our review of the firft edition, in our X@IIld Vol. New 
Arr. p. 44. This edition, though compreffed into a fingle vo- 
lume, is confiderably enlarged dnd rendered more valuable by the 
addition of fome cafes and the continuation of others. In general, 
the primary affection of the ftomach, and the good effects of ani- 
mal: diet, are clearly eftablifhed. In the explanation of the peculiar 
fiate. of the ftomach, as favouring the formation or evolution of 


-‘fugar, we ftill find a little confufion. The increafed aétion, with 


ftrength or weaknefs, and the immediate effeéts of each, are by no 
means afcertained. In the long and complicated ‘procefs of digef- 
tion, what has been called the animalifation is the point to which 
the attention of the patkologift in this difeafe thould be chiefly. di- 
rected,. This is performed i in the duodenum, and. js certainly much 
connected. with the mixture of bile, the influence of which has been 
too much negleéted in this difcuffion, . 

The moft interefting part of this edition is the chapter which 
contains the reply to objeCtions, as the latter have led to new and 
curious examinations of the urine in morbid ftates of the fyftem. 
We with that this inquiry may be continued in a feparate work. 

The evidence in favour of the ufe of acids in the venereal difeafe 
is ftrengthened ; and we owe to juftice a confeffion that we have 
perhaps leaned ‘too ftrongly to the oppofite fide. We would only 
remark, that a more careful examination of fome of the cafes, in 
which the acids have failed, has fhown us the cawfe of the failure, 
either from the dofes employed, or from other parts of the manage- 
ment. On ‘the contrary, from thofe which have fucceeded, the 
acids feem to have cured, fo far as'a conclufion can be drawn 

of the fuccefs of any hiedichee, on the exhibition of which the 


/ 
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difeafe has difappeared. But,.while we make this amende honor abley 
we muft ftill remain in fufpenfe, holding ourfelves “unprejudiced 
on either fide, and equally ready to determine on that which 
the force of evidence fhall fhow to be the ftronger. 


A praGical Treatife on the Nature, Caufes, and Cure of Nervous 
and Hypochondriac Complaints, with Obfervations on the Ufe and 
Abufe of Sea and Cold Bathing, By Samuel Solomon, M. D. 
Sve. 1s. 6d,. Matthews. 


This is a more decent quack-bill than we have ufually had oc- 
cafion to examine. Dr. Solomon is fufficiently known by the 
readers of the diurnal records; and, if his own records can. be 


trufted, he is geeeely efteemed. 


TACTICS. 


Jufiru@tions for the Drill, and the Method of performing the Eighteen 
Maneuvres, as ordered for his’ Majefly’s Forces. By John 
Ruffell, Se, Sve. 75.6d. Boards, Egerton. 1799. © 


Mr. RuflelMinforms the reader that this production was— 


‘ written for the exclufive inftruction of the corps, to which it 
is dedicated, with no wifh for public applaufe, and confequently 
little apprehenfion of public criticifm: it was intended:-more-to 
awaken that fpirit for military knowledge, (which the exertions of 
an individual, whom we know and efieem, are fometimes well cal- 
culated to excite) than to hurry its author into the field of ambi- 
tion, or to add his name to the lift of thofe able men, who'have fo 
effentially advanced the military fcience of England, and fecured, 
by the confidence of the public, its independence and fafety.’ 


There is no doubt that thefe ‘ Inftructions’ wiil obtain more than 
the notice for which the author ingenuoufly ftipulates, as they are 
correct and perfpicuous, and will be found materially’ ufeful in 
perfecting the difcipline of thofe who have taken arms for the de- 


fence of their country. | 


The Officer’s Manual.in the Field ; or, a Series. of Military Plans, 
 reprefenting the principal ‘Operations of a Campaign. Tianflatd 
from the German, 1 $5. Boards. Egerton. 1798. 


The military fcience has been greatly illuftrated by the ‘tadtical 
productions which have at various times appeared in the German 
language; and among-thofe which have been tranflated into Eng- 
lifh, the prefent publication occupies a very re{pectable rank, We 
extract the tranflator’s preface, as“it exhibits, in a {mall compafs, 
a correct view of the work. 


¢ The following fheets are tranflated from a work which was 
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publifhed at Berlin, under the aufpices of general Czetteritz, with» 
out any date; but it is fuppofed to. have been written a few years 
fubfequent to the-peace of 1763, in the reign of Frederick II.—It 
is not offered to the officers of tbe Britifh army asa complete treatife 
on the art of war, but rather as a feries of examples of the prin- 
cipal operations which occur in the courfe of a campaign, tiewing 
the pofitions and movements of troops under different circum- 
ftances. o¥ 

‘ The defign of the work is to elucidate and render familiar the 
various objects of the military profeffion, by exhibiting detached 
plans, which comprehend both the pofition of an army with refpect 
to its enemy—the nature of the ground upon which it is to a= 
the methods in which manceuvres, marches, and attacks are tq be 
prepared and executed,—and to give certain precepts of this difficult 
{cience, the rules of which, as well as their applications, are almoft 
innumerable. And it is hoped that it will be in this refpeé of 
fonte utility to thofe officers, for whofe benefit the tranflation was 
undertaken, by enabling them to apply the principles of it to 
ground of every defcription. 

‘ It was at firft in contemplation to fupprefs that part of the work 
which relates to the operations of a fiege, as being of lefs moment 
to a Britith officer; but it was afterwards thought advifable not to 
omit fo effential a part of the art of war, as it might ferve to give 
a general idea of the fubje& to thofe officers who have not entered 
deeply into the ftudy of that particular branch. It is not prefumed 
that what is here given svill form a complete fyftem of fortification, 
or that it will alone fuffice to dire the conduct of a fiege; but it 
will at leaft furnifh fuch general and accurate notions of the differ- 
ent works and operations which occur, as to enable an officer not 
only to fuperintend the execution of them, whenever it may be 
entrufted to the troops under his orders, and to aét upon any emer- 
gency as an afliftant to the chief engineer, but alfo to underftand 
their nature and defign, and the advantages which are to be derived 
from them. 

‘ With refpeé&t to the merits of the tranflation, it is hoped that 
the fenfe and meaning of the original have been ftrictly adhered to. 
Every attention has been paid to render perfectly clear and intelli- 
gible fuch parts as were in any degree obfcure, and neither pains 
nor expenfe have been {pared in the execution of the plans. Or- 
naments of ftyle are not to be expected in a work of this nature: 
precifion and perfpicuity alone are to be attended to. * Ornari res 
ipfa negat.’ , 


We add our fuffrages to the truth of the modeft claims contained 
in the laft paragraph; and it is our opinion that the work will be 
highly ufeful in facilitating the profeffional attainments of the Brie 
tifh officer, : 
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A Treatife on the Duty of Infantry Officers, and the prefent Syficm 
of Britifh Military Difcipline. With an Appendix. By Thomas 
Reide, Efg. 8vo.. 38. 6d. /ewed. Walter. 1798. 

The Elements of Military Taétics, conformable to the Syftem efta- 
blifted by His Majefty’s Order. Part 1. By Fames Workman, 
E/7. 12m0, 2s. Egerton. 1798. 

“ Both thefe publications are dirééted to the ufeful purpofe of elu- 
cidating and completing the difcipline of the militia and volunteer 
affociations of Great Britain. 

EDUCATION. 

The Family Book ; or, Children’s Fournal. Confifting of Moral and 
Entertaining Stories, with inftructive Converfation on thofe Sub- 
jects which daily occur in Nature and Society. From the French 
of M. Berquin. Interfperfed with Poetical Pieces, written by the 
Lranflator, Mifs Stockdale, Author of the Effufions of the Heart. 
12mo. Stockdale. 1798. 


The name of M. Berquin is a fure paffport for works of this 
kind, Thefe dialogues turn chiefly on ordinary manufactures, and 
fome operations of nature, which, we think, are above the capacity 
of children, or are not likely to engage their attention; but the 
Jrories are excellent, and the poetical pieces do credit to the author’s 


tafte and feeling, 


'The Friends; or, the Contraft between Virtue and Vices A Tale, 
defigned for the Improvement of Youth. By Elizabeth Griffin. 
12mo. 25. ‘Crofby: 1799. 

Mr. Day’s Hiftory of Sandford and Merton has anticipated, 
with greater ingenuity and effect, the fubjeé& of this little hiftory, 
which however may be recommended as conveying ufeful leffons 
to the minds of tender youth. 


The Force of Example; or, the Hiftory of Henry and Caroline ; 
written for the Inftruction and Amufement of Young Perfons. 12mo. 


Newbery. 1799. 
This tale indicates no great ability in the writer; but it may 
amufe young readers without injuring their morals. 


Eafter Holidays, or Domeftic Converfations, defigned for the Inftruce 
tion, and it is hoped for the UAmufement, of Young People. 8vo, 
3s.6d, Vernor and Hood. 1798. 


This work was firft fuggefted by the perufal of Rural Walks, 
the plan of which is nearly followed, with this difference, that the 
prefent fet of dialogues are intended for doys between twelve and 
fourteen years of age. ‘They may, however, be recommended as 
an acceptable and ufeful prefent to young perfons in general ; for 
the precepts inculcated are fuch as may form the mind to virtue 


and humanity. 





' 
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The complete Pra&ical Arithmetician, containing feveral new and 
ufeful Improvements, adapted to the Ufe' of Schoolt and Private 
Tuition. By Thomas Keith; gary Teacher of Mathematics. 
12mo. Law. 


Mr. Keith has improved this edition by. placing the rules and 
examples together, and by fubftitutiag new and valuable matter 
for fome omitted notes, 


POET R Y, 


The Bees. A Poem, From the fourteenth Book of Vaniere’s Prac 
dium Ruffticum. By Arthur Murphy, Efq. 8vo. 25. 6d. Ri- 
vingtons. 1799. 


Mr. Murphy informs us, that this tranflation was written when 
he was a very young poet. He has now, for the amufement of 
fome vacant hours, revifed it with great care. A copious preface 
is affixed, containing a defence of Vaniere and Rapin from fome 
remarks made by Doctor Warton (not Wharton) upon thofe poets. 
The defence only ‘convinces us that Mr. Murphy has little tafte of 
poetical beauty. 

We extract the moft interefting part of the poem—the defcrip- 
tion of the Jefuit government in Paraguay, with which it con- 
cludes. 


‘ At Paraguay no fep’rate lands we fee, 
But for the public all is held in fee. 
They love the warrior in his country’s caufe 
Who draws his fword for freedom and the laws. 
The warriors there the fcythe or javelin wield, 
Soldiers in camp and lab’rers in the field. 
Yet they’ve no property, no private claim, 
No Sabine farm, where they enjoy their fame. 
Hear this, old Rome, and blufh, however late, 
ae your patrician and equeftrian {tate. 

¢ Whene’er the feafon rough with ftorms appears, 

His private lofs no individual fears. 
When torrents from the hills rufh down amain, 
And meditate deftruction to the grain, 
Alarm’d for all he hears the deluge roar, 
Feels for the ftate, and thinks of felf no more. 
Not rich, when round him ripen’d crops appear ; 
Not poor, when loft the promife of the year; 
But ftill, let fortune fmile, or prove unkind, 
He holds the even balance of his mind. 

‘ Of Europe, and her ftates, and various ways, 
In happy ignorance they pafs their-days ; 
Content againft their foes to make a ftand, 

And chafe all feéts, all atheifts from the land, 
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* Around their harbours cottages they keep, 

Built on the margin of the brawling deep ; 

There with kind aid the mariners fupply, 

But further hofpitality deny. 

His road no traveller muft there purfue, 

Their !aws, their manners, and their towns to view. 

* While thus they live, unknowihg; and unknown; 
Free from the ills that make poor mortals groan ; 
Fame, with whom fictions more than truth prevail, 
To Europe flies, and fpreads her wond’rous tale ; 
Tells how Ignatius’ fons, in ev’ry crime 
Grown bold, are tyrants in the weftern clime ; 
Ufurpers, and apoftates from their God, 

Who rule the Indians with an iron rod. 
Europe believes what babbling fame can fay, 
Herfelf opprefs’d beneath the fifing day. 
Driv’n from Japan they bear a dreadful lofs; 
While the Batavians trample on the ¢rofs;; 
By their bold herefy a ftation hold 

In ev’ry port, and truck their God for gold. 

¢ At Paraguay no colonies you'll find 
Combin’d to plunder, and opprefs mankind ; 

Nor Jaws, nor men allow defpotic fway, 
But thee, fair Virtue! thee all ranks obey. 

¢ Benighted long, all facred truth unknown, 
With favage herds, themfelves as favage grown, 

The natives roam’d; no duty underftood, 

Fierce, naked, wild, mere tenants of the wood, 
Till late inftruéted in the Chriftian lore 

They hail their God, fall proftrate, and adore. 
Fair peace and morat laws they now maintain, 
And harmony and virtue round them reign. 

‘ Thefe arts, Ignatius’ fons, thefe pious deeds 
Spring from your zeal; your miflion thus fucceeds. 
You draw th’ untutor’d Indians from their den, 

The truth impart, and mould them into men. 

To God you give, what his own Son defign’d, 
When on the crofs, to-bitter pangs refign’d, i 
He died in agony for all mankind. 

Your duty done, you feek no worldly ftore ; 

Your confcience pays you, and you afk no more. 

‘ Thrice happy they, o’er whom you thus prefide, 
Reclaim from error, and to virtue guide ; 

Who, taught by you, their induftry employ, 

And in the public*good their own enjoy ; 

Who to their neighbours facrifice their eafe, 
And take their model from the realm of bees.’ Pp. 60. 


The tranflator has taken advattage of the common allegory of 
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the bees to abufe the anti-minifterialifts ; but he buzzes only like a 
drone that has no fting. 


The, Love of Gain : a Poem. Tmitated rom ‘he thirteenth Satire of 
Fuvenal. By M. G. Lewis, Efq. M. P. 4t0. 35. 6d. Bell. 


1799+ 
If Mr. Lewis had publifhed only his Monk,-the world would 
have given him credit for confiderabie, though mifapplied, talents. 
That work attracted notice by its faults; and the author was abufed 
into popularity. But he is now writing down his reputation ; and, 
as this diluted fatire (dilated is tooyweak a word) has neither the 
high feafoning ‘of the Monk, nor the ftage ‘effect of the Caftle 
Speétre to aid it, its naked dullnefs will find no admirers. The 
verles of Mr. Lewis, compared to tlie {trong lines of Juvenal, are 
as he to Hercules, 
The following lines will thow the talent of Mr. Lewis at wires 
drawing. 
- Multi 
Committunt eadem diverfo crimina fate. 
Hle crucem pretium fceleris tulit, hic diadema, 





“© Nor always in the world’s vaft book we find 
To equal fin an equal doom affigned. 
Here fee with honours crown’d, there ’whelm’d with grief 
The Indian fpoiler, and the Englith thief ; 
And mark, what varying fates their plunders ftop, 
Who robb’d a nation, and who robb’d a fhop. 
Rafcals alike, by Fortune’s wayward {port 
One goes to Tyburn, t’other goes to court ; 
And while this rogue is doom’d im air to {wing, 
That for a peerage kneels to thank the king. op at. 


the Unfex’d Females; a Poem, addreffed to the Author of the Puré 
_ Suits of Literature, 8vo. 25. 6de Cadell and Davies. 1798. 


- In the poem we find lines fo good, that our aftonifhment is ex- 
cited at the total want of tafte in the notes. The profe of Gibbon 
is defended, and the poetry of Darwin and Hayley, as if the ex- 
tremes of tawdrinefs and dullnefs were alike agreeable to the author. 
On the following lines, and their accompanying notes, we have 
fome remarks to offer. se 


‘ { fhudder at the new unpiétur’d {cene, 

Where unfex’d woman vaunts the imperious mien; 

Where girls, affecting to difmifs the heart, 
' Invoke the Proteus of petrific art ; 

With equal eafe, in body or in mind, 

‘To Gallic freaks or Gallic faith refi on'd, ) OTS 
The crane-like neck, as Fafhion bids, lay bara, 

Or frizzle, bold in front, ‘their borrow'd hair e 





" 
go 2 
-_ i 











232 MonTHLY, RA Tah OG GB 


-. Scarce by'a goffimery film caret 9 Sn te 
Sport, in full view, the meretricious breatt; ; a: 
-Loaofe the chafte cinéture, whiere the Graces fhone, 

. And languith’d all the Loves, the ambrofial zone ; ‘ 
As lordly domes infpire dramatic rage, 
Court prurient Fancy to the private ftage; 
With blifs botanic as their bofoms heave, 
Still pluck forbidden fruit with mother Eve, 
For puberty in fighing’ florets pant, 
Or point the proftitution of a plant ; 
Diffe& its organ of unhallow’d Luft, 
And fondly gaze the titillating daft’ 9.9, 


* This is, indeed, adminiftering cantharides medicifially, ‘Was 
the author following the ironical ‘advice which Buchanan gives to 
the Francifcans, that he fhould taint the innocent by the impurity 


of accufation ? 


Segnior in venerem fiqua eft, accende monendo ; 

- Pande voluptatisque modos formasque latentes, 
Querendoque doce Veneris quem nefciat ufym. 
Talia querenti facilem qua commodat aurem, 
Sit licet antiquis magis illa fevera Sabinis, 


Noffe volet. 


Were this gentleman’s theory true, that purity can exift only in 
ignorance, all modefty muft ceafe with marriage ; and the moft holy 
and venerable names of matron and of mother would. fignify thofe 
who had acquired the proftitute’s mind, without the neceflity of 
the proftitute’s profeflion. This attack, however, upon the ftudy 
of God's works in his book of nature, is not original in its kind. 
On the fame grounds the Bible has been, by fome recent. writers, 
placed among the books that ought to be prohibited. This is, in- 
deed, to turn the fpirit of grace into wantonnefs ; a renewal of the 
old popifh fcheme for the old popifh purpofe, to perpetuate a faith 
in words by an ignorance of things, and fupport fuperftition by 
practical atheifm.. Where the pious ‘Hervey was inflamed» by 
beauty into adoration, this man finds only fubjeéts for foul dZoudle~ 
entendres ; and the flower- garden furnifhes him with the fame pro- 
vocatits which the books of Elephantis yielded to ‘Tiberius. : 


Epic Poems on the Cardinal Virtues ; ; witk moral illufer ative Effays 
in Profe ; and fome Mafonic Songs. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Sael. 1799- 


An epic poem has ufually been confidered as the lebons of a life; 
here, however, we have four within the compafs of thirty-fix pages ! 
The cardinal virtues, however, Make indifferent chief. perfonages. 
We recommend cardinal Wolfey to the author’s attention. ,Some 
mafonic fongs are annexed ; but we do not fufpect the author of pe- 
longing to the fociety of the Muminated. 4 clesist 9) 
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DRAM A. 


Ye Force of Calumny. A Play, in five A&s. By Aidgufius Fon 
Kotzebue. Tranflated from the German by Anne Plamptre. $wo. 
2s. 6d, Symonds, 1799. 


Allbrand, the fecretary of the prime minifter, affeéts a friend= 
fhip for Morland, while he is attempting to feduce his wife, and 


‘ruin him by reprefenting him to the prince as a Jacobin. In the 


mean time, he calumniates Emilia to her hufband, who is rendered 
completely miferable by the belief of her infidelity, wheti he is ar- 
refted and thrown into a prifon. The interference of a romantie 
Englifliman difcovers Allbrand’s villany, and reftores the fuffeters 
to happinefs. The charaétet of the Englifliman is delineated ia 
the following fcene. 

¢ Morland. It feems very extraordinaty, that a mati fo actom- 
plifhed as yourfelf, poffeffing not only a perfeét knowledge of your 
own language, but alfo of the French and German, and to whom 
many other branches of learning are familiar, fhould be condemned 
to fo low a fituation as that of a clerk. 

© Smith. (Shrugging his fhoulders) Fate— 

* Morland. Excufe me, if I cannot help faying that I have 
frequently fufpected your birth to be above your prefent circum- 
ftances. 


© Smith. Are you fatisfied with my fervices ? 

© Morland. Perfeétly fo. - 

© Smith, Then, why concern yourfelf with my Origin. 

¢ Morland: If you are following your own caprice, it is matter 
of indifference to me ?—but fhould misfortune be the caufe of your 
degradation, were I made the confidant of your troubles, I might 
be — to procure you fome amendment in your fituation. 

¢ Smith. Have none but the unfortunate need of confidents ?-—~ 

I am not unhappy, yet I might be much happier, 

* Morland. Can I affift you? 

© Smith. Will you? 

© Morland: With the trueft pleafure. 

¢ Smith. Your hand upon it? 2 (Morland gives him his hand) 
Have I obtained your good opinion ? 

© Morland. Entirely ;—nor will evet Jofe it again, if you always 
temain what you have been for the laft two months: 

© Smith, I am always the fame. 

© Morland. 1 confider you as a 7 of abilities atid integrity. 

€ Smith, I know that I am hon 

¢ Morland. 1 could wifh you to think the fame of me: 

© Smith. Your wifhes are gratified. 

*, Morland. Then, {peak without réferve. 
© Smith: 1 will.—I love your fifter. “5 
Crit. Rev. Vou, XXVIE, O&. 1799. R 
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| ‘ Morland. (Starting back) Indeed !—This was not what I ex- 
‘ pected to hear. 
Smith. And what'you are not pleafed at hearing. 
r $ Morland. Why do you fuppofe fo ?—if— 
Smith, Let it remain between ourfelves alone. 
Morland. Rely upon that—but there are circumftances— 
Smith. 1 am rich. 
Morland. ‘That is in your favour. 
Smith. Not much—I am a lord alfo; but, that is of Rill lefs 
account. 

¢ Morland: How ?—explain this romance. — 

‘ Smith. Does what I fay appear like romance? ia 
Pi. * Morland. What is your name? 
< © Smith. Sidney. 

© Morland. And you have affumed this extraordinary difguife ? 

* Smith. For your fitter’s fake. 
Morland. But— 
Smith. To {peak i in plain terms ;~— for as you could not pofii- 

bly unravel this anigma yourfelf, I muft, for once, allow myfelf 

to fay more than I ufually do. In my early years I was a courtier, 
: but the court is not my element : Fortunately for me I became ac- 
quainted with John Howard, who taught me to beaman. Peace | 
to his afhes!—many an infirmary, many a prifon have we exa-* yy ( 
mined together ; and by this intercourfe, my mind was gradually 
ftrengthened and enlightened. When he quitted England for the 
laudable purpofe of extending his benevolence to the’ whole race of 
mankind, I attached myfelf to his company. With him I have 
explored the interior of Africa, and vifited Abyflinia, though not, 
like Bruce, drunk to the health of a prince whofe dominions lay 
fomewhere about the fource of the Nile. My concern was rather 
with the fources of good and ill in the heart of man—the fources x 
whence might flow happinefs in life, and compofure in death;— 
thefe I ardently wifhed to difcover. 

* Morfand.- And have you fucceeded ?. iS 

© Smith. Thus much I have afcertained——That under the palm- ~ 
tree of Negroland, as under the oak of Germany, domeitic peace 
and domettic comforts are, if not the only, at leait the prime fources 
of mortal happineds. 

‘ Morlaud. (Smiling) And wete you obliged to. explore the in« 
terior of Africa to afcertain that? 

* Smith, What lies directly before our eyes is ain fought at the 
greateft diftance. Every {preading tree that we behold, invites us 
to enjoy peace and ferenity beneath its fhade; but we pafs it by, 
and only hope to tafte repofe beyond the grave, 

¢ Morland. And the experience you have collzéted in your tra« 
vels, you wifh to reduce into practice ? 

‘ Smith. You are right. This has long been my wifh, and. at 
length I hope the objcd j is attammable. For four years pail I have 
' , been in fearch of a good wife, 
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* Morland. So long, and not yet found one ?—your. refearches 
muft have been conduéted very negligently ;—many good wives are 
fo ne found. 

© Smith. 'Tis poffible;—but I have feen fo much of ,the world, 
that I am become fufpicious—this is the worft effect of experience. 
My feelings are like thofe of a connoiffeur in painting, who, amid 
a magnificent group of figures, fhould pafs aver the moft promi- 
nent with contempt, and gaze with delight and aftonifhment at one, 
which to the eyes of common obfervers appeared loft in the fupe- 
rior grandeur of the reft. Believe me, Mr. Morland, it isa true 
but melancholy obfervation, that our fenfibilities to the joys of ‘life 
evaporate as the tranfient.dew-drops upon the rofe. 

¢ Morland. Then, a prudent man fhould endeavour the nore 
ardently to cherifh them, while a laft fleeting drop. ftill remains. 

¢ Smith. Such is my determination. My pilgrimage is at an 
end; I am arrived at my goal.—Jenny has won my whole foul, 
fhe is the fingle drop I*with to cherith.—Her form is lovely ev her 
mind far fuperior—her underftanding is cultivated, while her heart 
remains true to nature ;—fhe is charitable and benevolent, without 
knowing it-—witty, without intending it. She never concerns her 
felf with the affairs of others, nor {cans the fafhion of her neigh- 
bour’s new gown or cap, to turn them into ridicule. She endea- 
vours to exculpate all who are guilty only of weakneffes, and never 
condemns in fevere terms even the moft palpable criminality. 
Above all things, fhe pofieffes that richett of all treafures, an equa- 
nimity of temper, which is the fame yefterday, to-day, to-morrow, 
and for ever, Oh! what an infinite fource cf happinefs is included 
in that one quality!’ r, 16, 


The play is interefting. It does not, indeed, fo irrefiftibly en- 
gage the feelings as fome of Kotzebue’s other productions ; but it 
Bears the characteriftic marks of his genius. - 


The Captive of Spilburg, in two Aas, as performed at the Theatre- 
Royal, Drury-Lane. Altered from the favourite French Drama 
called Le Souterrain, with a Preface by the Tranflator. 8vo. 
us. 6d. Stace. 1799. 


This piece is well adapted for reprefentation by buftle and inci- 
dent. There is fome quaintnefs in the following {cene. 


‘ Kargad. How fay’{t thou, Tachftein, is not the night piere- 
ing cold ? 
Tach, Aye, marry is it—Where is our captain > 
Kar. Studying his occupations yonder. 
Tach. What, in the alehoufe ? 
Kar. Alehoufe or inn—the village affords no better, Drink- 
ing is every where the nobleft employment of a foldier; for what 
makes a brave foldier? contempt of danger, And what infpires, 
gontempt of danger? Why, drinking, 
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‘ Tach. I do not much value the bravery of a man.in his cyps., 
‘ Kar. Hold thy peace, Tachftein, thou art ignorant; thoy 
abufeft fpeech, when thou fay’ft a man is in his cups, forfooth, ag 
though the wine fwallowed the man, and not the man the wine. 
Never fay 4 man is in liquor ; ; tis a foolifh phrafe ; he is not in the. 
liquor, but the liquor in him. Were fome men in the liquor they 
drink, God help us !—they might be drown’d, 
_ ie ach, If the maz be not drown’d in liquor, his uuderfanding ise. 
-¢ Kar. Nay, how can wine drown the underftanding, when, it 
is notorious that wine makes the brain /wim ? I fay thou art igno- 
rant. But come along, for we may have perilous fervice to per- 
form to night.’ P, 3. 


Neither ’s the Man; a Comedy, in five Ads, as performed at the 
Theatre-Royal, Cheer. By Mrs, Holford. 8vo. 2s, Sael, 


Such fcenes as the following may amufe in reprefentation; but 
mothing can be more infipid to readers in general, 


- ¢ Betty. O! Gemini !—vVhat a race I have had! If that there 
Mr. Frizz had feen me turn the corner, though he is too conceited 
to {peak to a body, on occafion, he vould humble himfelf to feed 
his curiofity, I varrant him; and I fhould have been fo fluftrated ! 
—Dear, dear—to fee the vays of the vorld. Vhat upftarts can 

ive themfelves the airs of gentlefolk !—-For all he boafts of his 
edication at, the free-fchool, it vas but the other day, vhen I feed 
him myfelf vell drubbed by the butler at Sir Gregory Gobble’s, for 
dipping his fingers in a mock turtle. (Frizz freals in behind, and 
hiftens to her foliloquy unfeen). It is time I larns to import myfelf as 
becomes my great profpects in life ! 

‘ Frizz, (afide) Her great profpects in life. 

¢ Betty. Vhen I am the captain’s lady, though I may be none 
of the riche, mayhap, I hopes I fhall be in a fitivation to look 
down upon fuch mean fellers as Mr. Frizz— 

‘* Friza (afide) Mr. Frizz is your moft obedient humble fer- 
vant. 

¢ Betty.-And then, at the death of my firft hufband— 

¢ Frizz. (afide) What the devil !—I fuppofe the intends to caft 
them. off like Ler apparel. 

‘ Beiiy. Dear creature! it vill be a pity too; he vill deferve a, 
vhole tweivemonth’s mourning. But vhen I am my lady mayorefs, 
and gives:my annooval ball at r the manfion- houfe, vonce a year, I 
believe I fhall cut a figure with the beft. But I muft have fome 
Jeffons from the dancing-nafter firft. 

* Frizz. (afide) It will be neceflary, I believe. 


Eater a Girl, from the Fortune-teller’s Houfe. 
‘ Betty. Vhat you are comed at laft. Is goody Peervell at home, - 
nd quite alone? I am in a monftrous hurry, and have great pews 
for her. My miftrefs has promifed to come herlelt. 
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*.Friam, (afde) The}devil.the has!+-That’s a, piece: of- infor 
mation that fhall foon’ be tranfmjtted tojmine, It will be-a crowm 
in my way, at leaft. (Advancing, juf as fhe is going to enter the 
houfe:) Your humble fervant, fweet Mrs. Eliza Tattlewell ! you 
are going to take a peep into the regions of futurity, I perceive, If 
I fhouyld not intercept your great profpeéts in life; I fhould like to 
take my fhare of fair promifes, and have my fortune told at the 
fame time, 

‘ Betty. I defires no fuch liberties vith me, Mr. Frizz. If you 
vants your fortune told, vith all my heart; but. I am not comed of 
no {uch errands, let me tell you; or if fo be that I vas, there’s no 
difparagement in it. I know ladies that holds their heads higher 
than.I do, that is not above inquiring of larned hiftoriographers 
and cunning) navigators, vhat their deftiny has.in.ftore for them. 

‘ Frizz. Ladies that hold their heads. higher than you do!' 
Then they mutt be two feet taller at the leaft. “If any lady of your 
ftature, from St. James’s Square to London-bridge, carries her head. 
higher than you do, fhe muft walk upon ftilts,’ rp. 35. 


This is a fufficient fample of the play. 


Pizarso in Peru, or the Death of Rolla; being the Original of the 
new Tragedy, now performing at the Theatre-Royal, Drury-Lane, 
Tranflated from the laft German Edition of Auguflus Von Kotze~ 
bue. With Notes, &9c. by Thomas Dutton, A. M. 8v0. 258.6de 
Weft. 


This writer treats with too great feverity the labors of others in. 
* the dull mechanical trade of tranflating,’ according to his expref- 
fion ; and this fupernumerary tranflation is to be confidered not as 
a rival production, but as the vehicle for ftrictures on the general 
{tate of ‘literature and the charaéter of the national drama, In the: 
latter point of view, many. of Mr. Dutton’s remarks are worthy of 
notice ;. but we cannot flatter him with the profpect of great fuc- 
cefs in his new trade of a tranflator. He has pointed out feveral. 
faults in the tranflations of others; but he is infenfible to the nue, 
merous defeéts of his own work. We muft do him the justice 
however, of allowing his -pretenfions to a confiderable kno: wledge > 
of the German language; and a few hours in a. day, according to 


' his own advice to a fifter trantlator, may be employed by him w vith 


fuccefs in his new trade. We wifh that he had expiai: ied himfelf 
more fully on this fubject of trade. In a trading pation like ours,” 
every thing, it is to be lamented, becomes a mere article of trade 
and when there is a conteft between trading bookfeilers on the 
{peedieft method of gratifying public curiofity, it is not likely that 
tranflators fhould receive a fufficient reward for thofe sibchira 
which are indifpenfable in a good tranflation. The work mea- 
fured out muft be done at a certain time, and the edition is fold be- 
fore its numerous errors can be pointed out. The evil is growing 
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faft upon vfs; and the author of the Literary Cenfus will be well 
employed in probing it to. the bottom. 


Reformed in Time. 4 Comic Opera, in two Ads. As performed 
at the Theatre-Royal, Covent-Garden, 8vo. 15, Cadell and 
Davies. 1798. ‘ 


Tt is fufficient to announce the publication of fuch a farce as 
this; and, even then, it occupies more room than it deferves. 


NOVEL S,. &e. 


Battleridge ; an hiftorical Tale, founded on Fads, By a Lady of 
Quality, 2 Vols, 12mo. 7s. Boards, Cawthorn. 1799. 


In the firft volume of this work are memoirs of the * ancient 


houfe of Vefey.’ The earl of Aumerle, having two fons, divided ¢ 


his eftate between them by deed of gift. The elder, difpleafed at 
this partition, took advantage of the non-appearance of the deed, 


and, by the fanétion of law, poffeffed himfelf of the caftle and land 


which had been granted to the younger. Sir Ralph Vefey, the heir 
of the latter, was directed by Dr. Scot, an eminent divine, to exa- 


mine a particular coffer: in this repofitory the deed was found, and. 


Aumerle was obliged to make due reftitution. After an intervening 
Scotifh tale, which occupies the greater part of the fecond volume, 
we meet with the ftory of a fpectre, mentioned as having pointed 
out to Dr. Scot the place where he might find the deed. 

The time affigned to the principal tale is the laft century; and 
the manners of the Cromwellian period are in fome inftances well | 
preferved: but the work is not very amufing ; and, in point of 
compofition, it is defpicable.. | 


Letters written from Laufanne. Tranflated from the French, 2 Vals. 
12mo. 75. Boards. Dilly. 1799. 


This is a delightful work. Without the buftle and intrigue of 
common novels, it interefts and deeply affects. The ftory of Ca- 


lifta is little conneéted with that of the firft volume ; but one more_ 


interefting or more beautifully related we never remember: he who 
can perufe it without emotion muft be deftitute of tafte and feeling. 
Such a work muft become popular.’ The tranflation has the fpirit 
and freedom of the Englifh Henriade: da we err in attributing it to 


the fame hand? 


Emilia and Alphonfo, a Novel ; by the Authorefs of Adela de Senange; 
tranflated from the French. 2 Vols,.12mo. 7s. Beards. Dutton. 


1799- 
When we reviewed this novel in the original *, we fpoke of it 


. with a mixture of praife and cenfure. The tranflation is miferably 
executed, ; 








% Sce our XXVth Vol New Arr. p. 558. 
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Montroft, or the Gothic Ruin, a Novel. By shee Author of “ The 
Myftic Cottager,? and * Olfervant Pedeftrian.” 3 Vols. 12mo. 
10s. 6d. fewed. Dutton. 1799. 


It will be fufficient to obferve, that this is a novel of the common 
itamp. : 
Carite and Polydorus; to which is prefixed, a Treatife on Moral: ; 
by F. F. Barthélemy, Author of the Travels of Anacharfis. With 
the Life of the Author. 12mo, 358. /fewed. Otridge. 1799. 


The romance is better tranflated than the treatife; but both 
might be improved by an able tranflator. 


Lhe Ring, or the Merry Wives of Madrid: tranflated by Benjamin 
Thompfon. 12m0, 25. 6d. Vernor and Hood. 1799. 


A ftory of three wives reclaiming their hufbands from different 
faults, as improbable as the Arabian Nights Entertainments, and 


not fo interefting. 


MISCELLANEOUS LIST, 


Remarkable Occurrences in the Life of Fonas Hanway, Efg. com- 
prehending an Abftrad of his Travels in Ruffa and Perfia; a 
frort Hiftory of the Rife and Progre/s of the charitable and politi- 
cal Infiitutions founded vr Supported by him; Jeveral Anecdotes, 
and an Attempt to delineate his Chara@er. By Folu Pugh. 
t2mo, 25. 6d. Cadell and Davies. 1798. 


Two editions of this work being fold, it was fuggeited to Mr. 
Pugh, that an abftraét, containing the moft material parts, at a re- 
duced price, would be of confidetable fervice, by circulating more 
widely, and efpecially among thofe who have little money to ex- 
pend in books, the character of an eminent philanthropift. We 
heartily approve this plan, and it feems to have been executed with- 
out the omiffion of any very important particulars. Jonas Han- 
way, if not one of the oreateft, was certainly one cf the beft men 


of his time; and a knowledge of his good actions cannot be too 


éxtenfively diffufed. 


‘ J oO. ” . 4 * 
Serious Confideration: on the Signatire of Teftimonial: for Hely Or- 
ders. Svo. ts. Cadell and Davies. 1799. 


We recommend thefe confiderations to the Clergy. They are 
written with the earneftnefs which the fubjeét deferves® The quo- 
tations from Gregory of Nazianzum and Chryfottgm add a zeit to 
the difcourfe, and may produce the effect which the writer fo anxi- 
oufly defires, that the younger clergy may be induced tomake them- 
felves acquainted with the writings of thofe eloquent and evangelical 


fathers. 
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; re. yi i. ease Pitrve.: \ Abrilged from the Tranf- 
ary Pix tec, D.D. r2mo. ‘bse Boards. Dilly. 1799. 
The complete rranflation ® of the Etudes dé la Nature being tod 


expenfive for the ordinary clafé of readers, the prefent abridgement . 
of that valuable work will be found an agreeable fubftitutes 


Geudies of. Nature, tranflated from the,Freach of F: H. B. de St. 

Pierre, carefully abridged, with a copious Index. By L. qr Redes ‘ 
Seo. 63. Boards, Welt, 1798. | 
This is an epiteme of Dr. Hunter's tranflation, not an immediate 

htraa of the original. The index is ari ufeful addition. 

Wea Account of the Providential Prefervation of Eliz, Woodcock, who ) 
*  furvived a Confinement under the Show, of nearly Eight Days and § 
Nights, in the Month of Febraary'1799. In two Parts. By iz 
Thomas Verney Okes, Surgeon. Sve. , 1s... Wilkie. : 
’ ‘The events here recorded. command attention ; and the fim plic#y nll 

a the relation brings them to our bofoms with undisalinifed force, 

We are forry to learn that the unfortunate fufferer is fince dead. 


An Effay on the moft rational Means of preferving Health, and of ate 
taining to an advanced Age. Lo which are added, Anecdotes of 
Longevity. 12me.. 2s. Wallis. 1799: | , 
This is an entertaining compilation ; and fome of the anecdotes : 
are fingular. 


t he Omnium ; containing the Fournal os a late. Three Days Tour into 
France; curious and extraordinary Anecdotes ; critical Rematks ; 


and other mifcellaneous Piéces in Proje and Vi erfe. By William 

Clubbe, LL.B. ec. Rivingtons. © 1798. 

Something of almoft every thing g» with little to intereft, and no- 
thing to offend. \ 








ERRATUM. | . } J 
In our laft Volume, p. 535, |. 24, after courts, infert had. | 
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*- See our XVilIth Vol, New Arr. p. 154. 
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